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NOUREDDIN AU OF DAMASCUS AND THE 

DAMSEL srrr el milah.* 

Tlieie wu once^ o( old days and in bygone »get and 
tiniei^ a mercliaat of the niercbants of Damascus, by 
name AboolhusD, who bad moaey and lichea and ilavei 
and slRTe-giils and lauds and houses and baths; but 
he wu not blessed with a child and indeed his yean 
waxed great; wherefiHe he addressed himself to sup- 
plicate God the Most High in private and in public and 
in his inclining and his prostration and at the seastn 
of (he call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe hinit 
before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should 
inherit lua wealth and possessions; and God answered 
ins ]aayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her 
^ngnoDcf were accomplished and her montha and her 
nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and 
she gave birth to a male child, at be were a piece of 
the mom. He had not his match for beau^ and be 
put to shame the son and the resplendent moon; fbf 
he had a shining face and block eyes of Babylonian 

1 BiCiln Tot, foL ilL f^ S^-"^ NigbU dcoecltriii-dcGcdxT. 
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wibAeiy* ind aquiliite nose and rabj lips; briel^ he was 
perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, 
without doubt or gainsaying. 

His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and 
hia heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made 
banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. 
He named the boy Sidi* Noureddin Ali and reared him 
in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. 
When be came to seven years of age, his father put 
bim to school, iriiere he learned the sublime Koran and 
the arts of writing and reckoning : and when he reached 
his tenth year, be learned horsemanship and archery and 
to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, 
part and parts.* He grew up pleasant and subtle and 
goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and 
inclined to companying with brethren and comrades 
and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these 
latter he beard tell of that which they bad seea of the 
marvete of the cities in their travels and heard them 
say, **He who leavetb not his native land diverteth not 



1 Ba1>7loii, according to the Moillm^ It the Iwad-qiurlen of lonerf 
and it ii there that the two &Ilen uigeli, Hirout and Maroat, who are 
appointed to tempt mnnirinH by tfupMng them tlie eit of magfir, are 
anppoied to be conliiied. 

'iA "mjr lord," a title genendly prefixed to IIk namea of aainta. It 
IspTobaUc^ thererore, that thebo^wat named after tome Mint or other, 
whose titles aa well aa namc^ wa« lomewhat iguoiaiulj ^ 



* &A one and all? 
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liimscif [with die right of the nuvveli of the worid,] 
aad especially of the dty of BaghcUd." 

So he was concerned with an exceeding concern fbr 
bis lack of travd and discovered thia to his father, who 
said to him, "O my son, why do I we thee chagrined?" 
And he answered, " I would bin UaTeL" Quoth Abotil- 
hosn, "O my son, none trarelleth save those whose 
occasion is argent and those who are compelled tberennto 
[by need]. As fbr the^ O my son, thon enjoyest ample 
fortnoe; so do tboa content thyself with that which 
God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others^ 
even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afiSict 
not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for 
indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment"' But 
the yonth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the 
abode of peace." 

When his &ther saw the strength of his determinatioD 
to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him 
with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in 
merchandise and s^it with him two serving-men. So 
the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the 
Most High, and his father went out with him, to take 
leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for 
Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and 
nights till he entered the city cX Baghdad and laying 
up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, 
where he did away that which was upon him of the 
dirt of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, 
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doiiiifid ft ooiUf VBt ot Yemen iHOB, worni u hmidred 
dinuB. TiKn be pot in hk ileeve* « dioasuid mitfacals* 
of gold and nlUed fbnh Criralkiiig ind swaying gnce- 
fdOj u he wenL Hn gut confonoded all those who 
beheld him, u be ihamed tbe branchei with hii shape 
and beUnled tte rose with the redness of bis cheeks and 
hu Mack ejei of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou 
wouldst deem diat niiow looked on him would surely be 
pRKned from calamity; [for he was] eren as saith 
of him one of bit deaaiben in tte fcUowing venes: 

1^ hatan 1^ and those who milka to tbae beu A trae word, profit- 

m^ Kb beams oreiywhve | 
"Tht bVxtV Bot ta tixwe wfaoB nfanent ikfc nsfcts M^ Bat Ummc 

aAo rtiU adon the iminMat thai they wear." 

So he went walking ia ttie thonmghlatea of the city 
and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thorough- 
faics and gazing on its folk. Presently, Aboa Nuwas 
met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, 
"They lore the fair,"* and indeed there is said what 
is said concerning him.*) When he saw Noureddin Ali, 
be stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, 
I take lefiige with die Lord of the Daybreak!"* Then 

1 lit he Iwded hb ileere with. 

a A miihcal b the hum •• a dinar, I*, aboal tea lUUiBSt. 

•HMcallne. 

* He WM a noted detwncbc^ h wall u the Bieatat poet of hk d^. 
Sm my " Book of tbe Tbomaiid tUffOM and On* Ni^" VoL IV. 
^ ao5> ud VoL IX. p. 333. 

* See tate, VoL IL pw 340. aotft 
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he sccoated the young Damascene aod saluting him, uid 
to him, "Why do I lee my lord alone and forlorn? 
McKemetb thou ait a stranger and knowest Dot this 
country ; so, with my lord's permission, I wilt put myself 
It his service and acquaint him with the streets, for 
that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will 
be of thy favour, uncle;" Whereat Abou Nuwas re- 
joiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets 
and thorongh&ns, tUl they came to the house of a 
•lave^ealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, 
" From what city art thou ? " " From Damascus," 
answered Noureddin; and Aboa Nuwas said, "By Allah, 
thou ait from a blessed city, even n saith of it the 
poet in the following verses : 

Dnwucni i* *llKardeiudeckedfbTdwpIesM»M«if AseTcst For Ae 
ieekei there aie bJack-e^ed giiU ud bay of Parnate." 

Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave- 
mercbanfa hous& When the people of the house saw 
Aboa Nawas, they lose to do him wwship, for that 
which tfwy knew of his station with the Commander 
of the FaithfiiL Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came 
up to them wU) two chairs, and they seated themselves 
thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house 
and letnmii^ with the Blavefirl, as she were a willow- 
wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk 
and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof 
fell down over her &ce, seated her on a chair of ebony ; 
after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will 
diioover to you « bee as it were a full moon breaking 
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fiwA ftoeo tinder « doud." And they said, "Do so." 
So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like 
the shining sun, with comely sfiape and day-bright face 
and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brie^ she was en- 
dowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth 
not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet : 

A fail OD^ to idoUlen if ihe heiaelf tfaonld dioir, They'd lean (bdr 

idol* and her (ace Tor only Lord would know g 
And if Into the briny ttti one day she cbanced to iint, Annredly the 

(alt K«'i flood* (tniigtit Ireth and tweet would grow. 

The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants 
said, " I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, 
"I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid 
twelve hundred"^ Then said a fourth merchant, "Be 
■he mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings 
stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not 
sell her save with her consent If she desire to be sold, 
I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave- 
dealer said to him, "What b her name?^ "Her name 
is Sitt el Milah,"' answered the other; whereupon the 
dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to 
yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred 
dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he 
came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him 
a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, 
"I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, 
shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, 
"Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" 
* FrinccM of the ttit. 
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Quoth one ol the merchanU, "I," and the dealer said 
to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this 
merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but 
be said, "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from 
my place, for I will not tnist myself to thee." And she 
said, ** I will not have him." 

Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed od 
the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had 
rarisfaed her with his beauty and grace, went up to the 
latter and said to him, " my lord, art thou a lookeT<on 
or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both 
lookeron and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl 
for sixteen hundred dinais?" And he pulled out the 
purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and 
clapping his hands and saying "So be it, so be it, or 
not [at alljl" Then he came to the damsel and said 
to her, "0 Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder 
young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But 
the answered, "tio," of shamefastneas berore her master 
and the bysundcis ; whereupon the people of the bazaar 
and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and 
All Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst 
the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love 
for the young Damascene. 

MHien the night darkened on her, she called him to 
mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her 
not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till 
she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went 
in to her and said to her, " Sitt el Milah, how tindest 
Uiou thyself? " ** O my lord," answered she, " I am dead 
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without Kcoune and I beseech thee to bring me mj 
■hrood, to I may look on it befiwe my death." There- 
withal he went out horn her, sore coocenied for her, and 
betook himself to a ftiend of his, « draper, who had 
been present on the day when the damsel was cried 
[for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, " Why do I see thee 
troubled?" And he answered, "Sttt el Milah is at the 
ptmt ot death and these three days she hath neither 
eaten nor drunken. I questioned her tcnlay of her case 
and she said, ' O my lord, buy nw a shroud, so I may 
look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Me- 
thinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the 
young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his 
name to her and avouch to her that he hath forgathered 
with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy 
house, so he may hear somewhat of her smgin^ If she 
say, * I reck not of him, for there is that to do with roe 
which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other 
than he,' know that she saith sooth concemiog her uck- 
oess; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint 
me therewith." 

So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his 
sUve^^l, said to her, " O Sitt el Milah, I went out on 
thine occasion and there met me the young man of 
Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. 
Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favomr and would fain 
be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear 
somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the 
young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like 
to depart her body, and answered, sayiag^ " He knowetb 
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Bijr pl^t aod ii ware that these three days past I have 
eaten Dot oot dmnkeii, and I beseech thee, O my lord, 
by the Great God, to accomplish the straoger hia due 
and bring him to wtf lodging and make ezcose to him 
for me." 

When her master heard this, hia reason ficd for joy and 
he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Hiou 
wast fight in the matter of the damsel, for that she is 
enamonted ol the young Damascene ; so bow shall I do ? " 
Quoth the other, ** Go to the bazaar and when thon seest 
him, salute him and say to him, ' Indeed, thy departure 
the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was 
grievous to me ; so, if thou he still minded to buy the 
girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which 
thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of 
thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou 
art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, ' I have 
no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he 
will not buy ; in which case, let me know, so I may 
contrive thee another device ; and if he say to thee other 
than this, conceal not from me aughL 

So the gill's owner betook himself to die bazaar, 
where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the 
merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking 
and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its foil, 
and saluted him. The young man returned his saluutton 
and he said to him, " O my lord, be oot thoa vexed at the 
girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less 
than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may 
pro[dtiate thy fiiTOur. If thou desire her for nought, I 
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TiD teDd her to thee, or if thoa wouldst have me abate 
thee of her price, I will well, Tor I desiie Bought but what 
■hall content thee ; fca that thon ait a itraDger in oar 
land and it behovetb tu to aitreat thee hospitably and 
have consideration for thee." ** By AUah," answered the 
jrouth, "I will not take her bom thee bnt at an advance 
on that which I bade thee for her aforetime ; so wilt thou 
now sell her to me for seveoteeo hundred dinars ? " And 
the other answered, " O my lord, I sell her to thee^ may 
God bless thee in her." 

So the young man went to his lodging and fetching 
a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to 
hira the price aforesaid, whilst die diaper was between 
them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other 
answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but 
be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on 
the morrow thou shalt take thy slave-girl and go in the 
protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this 
and he carried )iim to his bouse, where, after a little, he 
let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] diauk. Then 
said Noureddin to the giri's owner, " I beseech thee bring 
me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like 
of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl^ 
mid to her, " O Sitt el Milah, the young man hath paid 
down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he 
hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, 
and he would fain have thee be present with htm.* 

Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting ofi 
her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and 
perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a 
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wQlow-frand or a baroboo-ctoe, followed by a blad slave- 
girl, bearing the lute. When the came to the joung man, 
■be saluted him aod sat down by his side. Then she took 
the lute from the slave-girl and tuning i^ smote thereon 
nt foui-and-twenty modes, after which she retumed to the 
fitst mode and tang the following verses : 

Unto me the worid'i whole gludneH fa tby neanieM eikd lliy tlj^ t All 

ioombenl tkj poneuian and Iby Ion a law of ligbL 
In my tean I have a witneti t when I call Ibee to my mind, Down my 

dieelu they nn like tonenti, and I cannot itay their flight. 
None, by Allah, 'moi^ all creahucE, none I lore uTetlicealoDel Yea, 

fcr I am grown tbj bondman, by the troth betwixt ni plight. 
Peace npcn thee I Ah, how bitter were the leTecauee &t>m theel B* 

not thii thy trotbpli^t't ending nor the lait of onr delight I 

llierewithBl the young man was moved to delight and 
exclaimed, ' By Allah, thou aayest well, O Sitt el Milah I 
Let me hear moreL" Then he handselled bcr with fifty 
dinan and th^ drank and the cups went round among 
them ; and her seller said to ber, " O Sitt el Milab, this 
is the season ot leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat 
<m the subject" Accordingly she struck the lute and 
avonchii^c that which was in her heart, sang the following 

I am filled foil of looglng pain and memory aad dole. That fnan the 
waited body^ wonudi diitiut the anguiihed louL 

Think not, my kndi, that I fmget: thecaae ii ttill the iamb When 
Mch a fevei Glli the heart, what leach can make it whole? 

Aftdif acreatttie (n hii teanconld tmixa, at Inaie)^ I to do Ihit of all 
tfant bcaathe wei« loialy fint and xde. 
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0*kiakerof the wineof wa«h tdinfron * love^ek maU, WhaMak* 
bcr teui itill, night and mora, thy Utter-flavooicd bowL 

I had not left yon, had I known that ■ereniKewcmldpraitt My death} 
bat wbat ii pan b put. Fate itaa|w to no oontroL 

Am they were thus in the eDJoTment of iO that b most 
delicious of easaace and delight, and indeed the irine wai 
■weet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there cams 
a knocking at the door. So the maatn of the house went 
out, that he might see what was to do, and found tea men 
of the Khalirs eunuchs at Uie door. When he saw this, 
be was amazed and sud to them, "What it to do?" 
Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful salutetb 
thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast 
for sale and whose name is Sitt d Hilab." " Bf Allah," 
answered the other, "I hare S(dd her.* And they said, 
"Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful 
that she is not in thy dwelUog ." He made oath that be 
had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; 
but they paid no need to his word and forcing theii 
way into the house, found the damsel and the young 
Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands 
upon her, and the youth said, "This is my sUve-giri, 
whom I have bought with my money." But they 
hearkened not to tiis speech and taking her, carried 
her off to the Commander of the FuthfiiL 

Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled ; so he arose 
and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither 
away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Nonreddin, "I 
mean to go to my lodging, and to-monow I will betake 
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myself to the palsce of the Commaiider tit the Faithfiil 
and demand taj slave-giii" "Sleep dll the mwtun^" 
■aid the other, *'and go not forth at the like of this 
bouz." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the 
host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So 
Nonreddin went forth, and drankenness had got the 
masteiy of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a 
bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were 
•t that hour making their round aod they smelt the 
sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from 
him; so they made for it and found the youth lying 
on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured 
water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried 
him to the hoose of the Chief of the Police and he 
questioned bim of his afiair. **0 my lord," answered 
Noureddia, " I am a stranger in this town and have been 
with one of my fiieodi. So I came forth from bis 
house and drunkenness ovocame me." 

Hie prefect bade cany him to his lod^g; bat one of 
those in attendance upon him, by name £1 Muradi, said 
to bim, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in 
rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the 
beazd whereof is a mby of great price ; so we will cany 
him away and slay him and take that which is upon 
him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to 
thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see [cofit the like 
tbcreofi more by token that this fellow is a stranger and 
there it none to enquire conccming bim." Quoth the 
prefect, " This f^ow is a thief and that which he saitb 
it leasing." And Noureddia nid* "God forbid that I 

TOU IIL t 
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■hoald be a thief I* But the prefect answered, '*TI)oa 
licst." So they stripped him of his dothea and taking 
the ring from his finger, beat him grierously, what while 
he cried out f<» succonr, but none succoured him, and 
besought protection, but none protected him. Then said 
he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of* that which ye 
have taken from me ; but now restore me to my lodging." 
But they answered, saying, " Leave this knavery, O cheat I 
Thine intent u to sue vs for thy clothes on the moirow." 
"By Allah, the One, the Eternal,'' exclaimed he, "I 
will not sue any for theml* But they said, "We can 
nowise do this." And the prefect bade them cany him 
to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into 
tiie river. 

So they dragged him away, what while he wept and 
spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be con- 
founded, to wit, " There u no power and no virtue save 
in God the Most High, the Sublime I " When they came 
to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and 
El Muradi said to the swordbeaier, " Smite off his head." 
But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, **0 folk, deal 
gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly 
and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Host H^;h, 
lest He bum me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, " A 
truce to this talk ! " And Ahmed said, " If ye do with him 
aught, I will acquaint the Commando of the Faithful.** 
"How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and 
he answered, " Let us deposit him in prison and I will 

> i* T« ate wdcoiM tok 
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be iiiswerable to yaa for hii provision; to ib&D we be 
quit of his blood, for indeed he is wtoogtaOj used." So 
they took him np tati casdng him into the Prison of 
Slood,* went sw&j. 

Meanwhile, thejr carried the damad Into dte Com- 
mander of the Faithful and she pleased him ; so he as- 
dgned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She 
abode io the palace, eating not neither drinking and 
oeasii^ not from weeping night nor day, tOl, one night, 
the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said 
to her, " O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheeriht 
eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the 
concubines and thou shalt see that which shall rejoice 
thee." She kissed the earth and wept ; whereupon the 
Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she 
improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance 
with that which was in her heart : 
Say, bj the ligbtnii^ of thy teeth utd thf wal's pan detire, lloan'it 

thoc u moan the dovn and ii thj heut for donbt on fire? 
How muiy a victim of the pangs of lore-Uklng bath died 1 Hied fc my 

TwrtftiiCTT, but oi H^"^ my ceaaOTt aevei tir& 

When she had made an end (tf her song, she cast the 
faite from her hand and wept till she swooned away, 
whereupCKt the Khalif bade cany her to her chamber. 
Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an 
exceeding love; so^ after awhile, he again commanded 
to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he 

^ i^ the place Id wbidi thoee afmifni ot ODnTictcd of dimes d 
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bade her sing. Accordingly, the took die hte and tpoke 

forth that which «u in her heut and ung the following 

rersett 

Whal ibreBctli bm I aoUdtiide nd long dedre ta ben ? W^ art Oum 

purpoced to dep«t and leaTc me to deipur? 
Y/hj to ertimnganent Kod despite Inclin'U thoa willi the wpft Yet tlMt 

■ bongh* btm iide to nde locltite* ■dwU wonder 'twere. 
Tboa hytt on me a loftd too pat t» bear, and thu tboa deet But thit 

■7 bnrdeiu I maf bind and to towtudi thee fiua> 

Theo she cast the lute from her hand and nrooned 
away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed 
passion waxed upon her. After a long whil^ the Com- 
mander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and 
bade her sing. So she took the late and sang ttw 
following verses : 

UU* of the Muidi "^ dte mgged piebald plali^ Shall the t'ni'itwti 

of Ion win erer fiea from pain f 

1 wonder, ibaB I and the friend wbi^a fur fron aM Once mwe be 

panted of Fa(« to meet, we twainl 
Bnvo for a bwD with a hoDii'i eye of blad^ Like the 8>B or Ibe ihlaiiif 

mooa midst the ttaiij traint 
To Io*en, "What Me jv?" he nith, and to heart! of Maue, "What 

lore fe," <]noth he, "^toloreme jediadun?"] 
I mpplicate Him, who parted oi and doomed Ow eepaialkM^ Uutt wa 

majr meet afain. 

When she had made an end of her Moft As Con^ 

> U ■ jooth ilcDder and Bexile a* a bough. 
■ t^ tmj ptottHj. A iwimming pk b th« Ideal of dtpaea to 
AeAndk 
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r of tlie Faithful said to her, "O damsd, thou 
art in loft" *• Yea^" answered ihe. And he said, " Wth 
irtiom?' Quoth the, "With mj lord and my master, 
my love for whom ia as the love of die earth for lain, 
or u the tove of the female for the male ; and indeed 
the love ol iam is mingled with my flesh and my blood 
and hath entered into the channels ot mj bones. O 
CommaDder of the Faithful, wbenas I call him to mind, 
mine entrails are consomedi foe that I have not accom- 
plished my de«ie of bim, and bat that I fear to die, 
without seeing bim, I would assuredly kill myscUl" 
And he saidt "Art thon in my presence and bespeakest 
me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make 
tbee forget thy lord." 

Then he bade take her away ; so she was carried to bei 
chamber and be sent her a black slave-girl, with s casket, 
wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of 
gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth 
other three thousand, saying to her, " The slave-girl and 
that which is with hei are a gift from me to thee." 
When she heard this, she said, " God forbid that I should 
be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though 
with the earth full of gold I " And she improvised and 
redted the following verset : 
I swear by hli lifl^ yea, I tweai by dm lift of my torn withont peer. 

To [Aeua Um oc avs him Cma hnit, Fd entei the fire withont 

feart 
"Coniole tlua diyidf for Ui late," qnoth they, " with anotba thaa 

het"Bnt,''Nay, by hlslila,''Msweted I, "111 nem fixget hia, 

i^deair 
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A noon Ii mj Ian, fa a robe of breliiiai jmnSif unyed. And tha 
■plendoort of iww>bnikca di? fam hk dteekt aod ItU loidiMd 



Then the Kbalif nunoHxied her to hb pceeence a finrA 
time and said to her, " O Sitt el Hilah, nng." So she 
improvised and sang the following venet : 

ToU* belorU out the lover's heut'e lndined| Hit •ool'i k eqrtiie 

■lare, in ■JckDCM* bsadi confined. 
"Wliatiithetuteof loTe?''qaothaDmaBd I replied, "Sweet mt« 

'tb kt 6nt t but lonnent Iniki behind." 
Lorcft iUtc, I keep my troth with themt bat, lAaithv vowed. Fata 

made ittdf Uteoab^' whom nerei oedi coold bind. 
Wluu if there in the tenti? Their budeni are beccnw A lover'i, whoaa 

bekn'd ii In the littei 'Ariaed. 
In eraylultitig-idacelike Joieph'tlM nppean And bo ta eveiyeteid 

with Juob'f EcUf* ii pined. 

When ihe had made ao end of her aong, ahe threw the 
Inte from her band and wept till ahe awooned away. 
So they sprinkled on her rose-water, minted with mus^ 
and willow'dower water; and when ahe came to herself 
Er Reahkl latd to her, " O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair 
dealing in thee. We love thee and thoa lovest another.* 
"O Commander of the Faithful,* answered she, "there 
is no hdp for it" Therewithal he was wrotli with her 

* An Atab of Medina, proveibial lor fclthltMnm. 

* Joieph ii tite Holuuninedan prototype of beantr- 

* For Ae Ion of Joteph. Jacob, in like mannw, h tha MoAm tjpa 
of inccMudable griet 
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•nd nid, "By the viitae of Hemzeh* and Akn* and 
Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one 
other than I in m^ presence, I will bid strike off thy 
bead 1 " Then he bade letum her to her chamber, whQst 
ihe vept and recited the following veise* : 
U I nHut die, Om wdcomedeMh to bed Uj woe* ; twan lighter thaa 

tbepangi IfeeL 
Vbet if tlienbracat meUmb&Mnlimbl No tement "twen br loren 

traeuidksl. 

Then the Khalif went ia to the Lady Zubeideh, pale 
with anger, and ahe noted this in him and said to him, 
"How Cometh it that I see the Commander of the 
Faithful changed of colour?" **0 daughter of my 
oode," answered he, " I ban a beautiful slave-giil, 
who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath 
taken my whole heart ; but she loretb other than I and 
STOQcheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore 
I have Bw<Hn a great oath that, if she come again to my 
aittiDg-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly 
take a span from her highest part** Quoth Zubeideh, 
" Let the Commander of the F»lhful favour me with her 
presence, so I may look on hei and hear her singing," 
So he bade fetch her and ahe came, whereupon the l.ady 
Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw 
hei not, and Er Reabid said to her, " Sing to us." So she 
took the lute and tuning i^ sang the following verses t 

» Vnde of tbe Prophet 

* Ftnt Gtnuin of the Proplut. 

* ^ est off her bead. 
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Lo^ rinoe the day I left jtm, O mj lBUtc^^ Ufa b sot tmtt, an 

Kju mj bean ii light 
Yea, In the night the thought (/ yon itiD dap ma; Hiddoi an 

mj trace* from tbn iriM nen't nsht, 
AH fc( a wOd deer't lore, whoae looka ba«a nand me And « 

whose browt the moniliig glitten bright 
I am become, for leTeruioe from mj lorcd one, like a laft hand, 

fbnaken of the right 
Bean^ on his dieek balh written, "Blett be Allah, He who enated 

Ihl* enchantiiig wight I" 
ffioi I beseech our Iotci who hath dinercred, U« of hi* grace once 

When Er Reshid heaid diis, he waxed exceeding wroth 
and said, " Majr God not reunite you twain in gladness 1 " 
Then he summoned the beadsman, and when he presented 
himself he said to him, ** Strike off the head of this 
accursed shive^L" So Mesrour took her by the band 
and [led her away ; but], when she came to the door, she 
turned and said to the EJialif, "O Commander of the 
Faithful, I conjure thee, bj thy Others and fbre&thei*, 
give ear onto that I shall sajl" Then the improvised 
and recited the following veiset ; 
O Amir of jnstk^ be Und to thy inl^ectot Ftar jntke, faiiloed, 

of th; nature'* a tnlL 
O thoa my '"'■"■"g to lore him that blanteit, SbaU loren be Uaaiei 

lot the eirn* of Fate} 
Tben ipare me^ by Him who nmchufed dioa dw Ui^b^; Fo( 

a pit In thb wcvld ii the r^al ertata. 

Then Mesrour earned her to the other end of Ute 
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ntting-chamber and bound her cye» and makmg her sit, 
ttood awaidog a lecond commandtnent ; whereupon quoth 
the Ladf Zubeideh, " O Commander of the Faithful, with 
thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a 
■hare of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were 
injustice." Quoth he, "What.ii to be done with her?" 
And she laid, "Forbear to sUy her and send fctr her lord. 
If be be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, 
■he is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay 
her, and this shall be thy justification against her." 
** Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused 
rebiro the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The 
Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, " God 
requite her for me with good 1 Indeed, thou dealest 
equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judg- 
ment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and 
lo-morrow we will let bring thy lord.' So she kissed the 
earth and recited the following verses i 
I am contcDt, (or him I lo«^ ta ■!! abUa ; So, who w31, let him 

bUme, and who will, let him dude. 
At ihdr appmnced teniu tonlt di« ; bnt for detpair Uj taal la lik« 

to die, or eie its lenn betide. 
O thou with lore of mbooi Tm imitteii, yet oonunt, I ptithea come 

to me aod hutoi to m; tide. 
Then she arose and returned to her chamber . 
On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat 
0n bis hall of audience] and his Viuer Jaafer ben Yehya 
the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to 
* When aiked, oa the Day of Judgment why he had tlaio Iwr. 
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him, laying, "I would have dice bring me ft youth 
who it lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddio 
Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkeoing and 
obedience," and going forth io quest of the yonth, sent 
to the markets and khans and caravanserais three day^ 
space, but found no trace of him, neitbet lit upon tidings 
of him. So on the fourth day be presented himself before 
the Khalif and said to him, " O oar lord, I have sought 
him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth 
Er Keshid, "Make ready letteis to Damascus. Belike 
he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a 
letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the 
dty of Damascus } and they sought him there and found 
him not 

Meanwhile news was brought diat Khorassan had 
been conquered;' whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade 
decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, 
giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer ad^ 
dressed himself to the decoration at the city and bade 
his brother £1 Fesl ride to the prison and clothe and 
release the prisoners. El Fez! did his brother's bidding 
and released all but the young Damascene, who abode 
still in the Prison of Blood, saying; " There it no power 
and no virtue save in God tiie Most High, the Sublime! 
Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said 
El Fczl to the gaoler, ** la there any prisoner left in the 
prison?" "No," answered he, and El FezI was about 

* is. diat Kxne oiw' of the nuj ridnsi in KhanMon (wUdi mi 
in a chronic «tmM of lebellioa dttri^ Ei Eethid't idfal bad beat jw 



)vGoo'^lc 



to depart iriien Nonreddin called out to him &Y>m within 
the prison, sajiag, " O my lord, tany, (at there remaineth 
none in the prison other thaa I and indeed I am op- 
iwesscd. This it a day of deroen<7 and there is do 
disputing concerning it" El Fezl bade release him ; so 
Atj set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. 
So the joung man went out, bewildered and knowing 
not whidier he should go, for that he had abidden in 
the jHison nigh a year and indeed his condidon was 
changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking 
and turning round, lest El Muradi should come npoD 
him and cast him into another calamity. 

When El Mntadi heard of his release, he betook himself 
to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, 
we ue Dot assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], 
fbr that he hath been released from prison and we fear 
lest he complain of lu." Quoth the prefect, " How shall 
we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will 
cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not 
to follow the young Damascene from place to place till 
be came up with him in a strait place and a by-street 
without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting 
a rope about his neck, cried out, saying "A thief I* 
Hie folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating 
and reviling Nouteddin, whilst he cried out for succour, 
bat none succoured bun, and El Muradi still said to him, 
" But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released 
thee and to-day thou stealestl" So the hearts of the 
folk were hardened i^amst him and El Muradi carried 
him to die master of polke, who bade cut off his band. 



)vGoO'^lc 



Accordinglj, the hangman took him and bringing oat 
the knife, offered to cut off his hand, wh&t while El 
Muradi said to him, "Cat and sever the bone and sear* 
it not for him, m be may lose hii blood and we be 
rid of him." Bat Ahmed, he who had aforetime been 
the means of bis deliverance, sprang up to him and saii^ 
"O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this yontlv 
for that I know hii affair fix)m first to last and he il 
void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, be is of the 
folk of condition,* and except ye desist from him, I will 
go ap to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint 
him with the case from first to last and that the youth 
b guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, 
"Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief And 
Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to 
me and I will warrant yoa against bii aflair, for ye 
shall never see him again after this." So tbey delivered 
Noureddin to him and be took him from their hands and 
said to him, " O youth, have compassion on thyseli^ 
for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk 
twice and if they lay hold of thee a third timci they 
will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with 
thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee* aod 
answered prayer."* 

■ lit. try. Tbt dutom li to MUr Am ttanp hy plnngiag It lai« 
boUinf{oU. 

* Lit of thoMi hanug hooMt. 

* i^. from God in the world to MCBe> 

* ^ IkmktoBot God'abTDnriDGcnfeqiienoeof d^knsal piajen 

foTB& 
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Noureddtn feQ to kissing bis band and calling down 
blessings on bim and said to him, "Know that I am 
a Btiaiiger in this yoni city and tbe completion of kind- 
ness ia better than tbe beginning thereof; wherefore I 
beseech thee of thy &vour that thou complete to me 
thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the 
gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished 
unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for 
me with good I" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no 
harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company 
till thou come to thy place at assurance," And he left 
bim not dll he brought him to the gate of the dty 
and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God 
and return not to the dty ; for, if they fall in with thee 
[again! *^^f ""^ make an end of thee." Noureddin 
kissed hia band and going forth the city, gave not over 
walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one 
of the suburbs ol Baghdad and entered therein with 
the nighL 

Now he bad with him nought wherewithal he might 
cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the 
mgs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak^ when 
the Muezzins came and finding bim sitting in that case, 
said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, 
**1 cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your pro- 
tection from a company of folk who seek to kill me 
nnjuslly and oppressively, without cause." And [oue of] 
the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheeiiul 
eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered 
him withal; moieorer, he set before him somewhat of 
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meat and aecing npon him signs of gentle breeding 
said to him, " my son, I grow old and desire tbee 
of help, [in letum for which] I will do awajr tl^ 
oecessity." " Hearkening and obedience," answered 
Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested 
and took his ease, what while the youth [did bit 
service in dte mosque], celebrating the praises of God 
■nd calling the faithAil to prayer and lighting the lamps 
and filling the eweis^ and sweeping and Hf "'"g out 
the place. 

Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, Uie wife of the Com- 
mander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and 
assembled hei slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she earner 
weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were 
present blamed her fbi this, whereupoD she recited the 
following verses : 

Te diide >t ona who wecpeth fbt troublei erer new ; Needi nmtt tf 

afflicted WKrble the woes that mike him me. 
Except I be appointed a dftf (to eod my ptunl 111 wop antU miiM 

ejelidi with hlood their tesi* coane. 

When she had made an end of her Terses, the Lady 
Zubeideh bade each damael sing a song, till the turn 
came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the 
lute and tuning it, sang thereto fonr-and-twenty songs in 
four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first 
mode and sang the following verses : 

> Pnn4d«d for ablatiaa. 
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Wortme Iti mow aU, thfmi^ Uu I love, let flj At iM ml paitad m» 

from hiin for whom I *1^ 
Lo,ia my heut the heU of erciy IwMt bami Ugli Aad in nhM«|«( 

mite the teen of eraj eye. 

When she had made aa end erf her son^ she wept tiD 
the made the bjrstandets weep and the l^dy Zubeideh 
condoled with her and said to her, "God on the^ O Sitt 
el Milah, sing hi aomewhat, so we may hearken to thee." 
** Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and 
nog the following venea : 

A w e m b le, fo people of pMsioo, Ipiajj For 0m hone cf our tomtent 

hath soimded to-day, 
mie nmn of puting eroaki loud at ov doori Alai, far oqr larea 

deavei fart to «l ajrcl 
For thoM whom we cherith are parted and gone t Thef hare left ai la 

totinent to pine for diraiay. 
89 aiboi bf TDOT liTSi I coiijweroa,ariM AadOMMletubretAflar 

Ihen she cast the hite ftom her hand and wept tin she 
made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she sud to her, " O 
Sitt el Milah, methioka he whom thou lovcst is not in 
this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath 
songht bim in every place, but bath not found him." 
Whereupon the damsel arose and kissii^ the Lady 
Zubeideh's hands, said to her, *' O my lady, if thou wouldst 
have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein 
thoa mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commando 
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at the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what la it?* 
" It is," answered Sitt el Milah, " that tbou get me leave 
to go forth by myself and go rotud abont in quest of him 
three days, foi the adage saith, 'She who monmeth for 
herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn." 
If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander 
of the Faithful, so he may do with ns what he will ; and 
if I find him not, I shall be cut off fiom hope of him 
and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the 
Lady Zubeideh, " I will not get thee leave from him but 
for B whole month ; so be of good heart and cheerful 
eye." Whereupon Sitt et Milah was glad and rismg, 
kissed the earth before her once more and went away to 
her own place, rejoicing. 

As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked 
with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between 
the eyes and on bis hand and asked him that which she 
had promised Sitt el Milah, saying^ "O Commander of 
the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found id this 
world i but, if she go about in quest of him and find him 
not, her hopes irill be cut off and her mind will be set at 
rest and she will sport and Uugh ; for that, what while she 
abideth in hope, she will never cease fi'om her froward- 
ness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave 
Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her 
lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend 
her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give hei 
all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more, 

I MU if 7M wmnt m Ihiag don^ do it yoonelL 
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So the Lady Znbeideh arose and returning to her palace, 
sent for Sitt el Milab and acquainted her with that which 
had passed [between herself and the Khalii] ; wherenpon 
she kissed her hand and thanked hei and called down 
blessings on her. 

Then she took leave of the princess and reiling hec 
face, disguised herself;' after which she mounted ths 
mule and sallying fotthi went round about seeking het 
lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, 
but lit on no tidings of him ; and on the fourth day, she 
rode forth withont the city. Now it was the noontide 
honr and great was the heat, and she was aweary and 
thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the 
mosqucv whereio the young Damascene had taken 
shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old 
man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught at 
cold water? Indeed, I am overcome, with heat and 
thirst." Quoth be, "[Come up] with me into my bousei" 
So be carried her up into his lodging and spreading her 
[a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after 
which he brought her cold water and she drank and said 
to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the 
morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] tod 
she slept and rested herself. 

When she awoke, she said to the old man, ** O dder, 
hast thoa anght of food?" And he answered, **0 my 
lady, 1 have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is 

' it, pot «n the Dtdiiuirf walking dren of the Butem la^, wUeh 
completely hide* the penon. 

VOL. m. I 
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food fit but for the like of thee. Aa for me, I will have 
Dought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls 
and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with 
[pounded nuts and almond-jkemels and sugar." " O 
my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this 
chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord 
Mohammed, whom God bless and keep ! "* She laughed 
and said, " O elder, the natter is even as thou sayest ; 
but bring me inUiom and paper." So he brought her 
what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, 
together with a seal-ting from her finger, sayii^, "Go 
into the dty and enquire for such an one the money- 
changer and give him this my letter." 

The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade 
him, and enquired for the moDcy-changer, to whom they 
directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, 
which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking 
it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he 
repaired to the market and buying all that ahe bade 
him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with 
the old man. So the latter took him and went with 
him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden 
and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated 
him by het side and they ate, he and she, of those 

* Thii it appareiitly mid in jest ; but th« Muilin PnrittD (nich 
at the (trkt Wchhabi) ii often exceedingl; punctilious in refusioE 
to eat or om Mtytbing tluU i* not unctificd by mention in the Koran 
oi the Trsditiont of the Prophet, in the tune ipirit ai the old 
Calviniit Scotchwoman of popular tradition, who refiued to eat 
—""■"*, becante they " wama mentioned in the BiU** 
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ich meats, tin they were ntisfied, when the old man 
rase and removed the food from before her. 

She passed the night in bis lodging and when she 
arose in the morning, she said to him, " O dder, may 
I not lack thy kind offices for the moming-meal I Go 
to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like 
of yesterday's food.* So he arose and betaking himseU 
to the mooey-cbanger, acquainted him with that which 
she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him 
all that she required and set it on the heads of porteis ; 
and the old man took them and returned with them to 
Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with bim and they ate 
their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of 
tbe food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers 
and settii^ tbem over against herself^ wrought them into 
rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked 
on at a thing whose like be had never in his life seen 
and Kjoiced therein. 

Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." 
So he arose and brought hei a gullet of water; but 
she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth 
he, " Saidst thou not to me, 'Iwould fam drink'?" And 
she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the 
delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace 
myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed tbe old 
man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I 
a. stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam,* iriio 
praycth with die true-bclieveis, and a servant of the 

■ dU. a leader (lit fbtauo, soditet) of tlie people at pnyet. 
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hotue of the Lord of the World* 1* Quoth she, "Why 
wilt thou foibid me to drink thereof in thy house?" 
"Because," answered he, "it it anUwfuL" "O eldCT," 
rejoined Bb^ "God hath fwbidden [the eating of] blood 
and cuiion and b<^s flesh. Tell me, are grapes and 
honey lawfiil or unlawful?" Quoth he, **They are 
lawiiil;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and 
the mtter of honey," But he answered, " Leave this thy 
talk, for thou shalt never drink wine in my house." ** O 
Sheikh," r^oioed she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy 
thenuelvea and we are of the number of the folk and 
God is very foi^ving, dement"* Quoth he, "This is 
a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou 
not heard what the poet saith . . . .7" And she recited 
the following verses: 



O saa of Simeon, give no ear to other than my ay. How bittei 

froin the conrent 'twx to put ud fuc trnj I 
Ay, and the monks, for on tlie Da; of Pklmi m bwn tiiere wm 

Among the Mrraoti of the chnrdi, % loreling blithe and gi^. 
Br Godi how pleuant was the eight we paned, with him for 

thitdl Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we spoiled till the day. 
lite wine was sweet to at to drink in pteasaDce and tepoi^ And 

in a ptden «f the garths of Paiadise we lay, 
Vhoie ttrcuni beneath the mjnle^i shade and cania^ welled amsm 

And biids made carol jubilant ttom ereiy blossomed spray. 
Qnotb he, what while from out hi* hair the mottling glimmered white, 

"This, this ii Ufa indeed, except, alail it doth not star." 

* Xmm a. tft. 
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"O dder," added she, "it Muslims and Jem and 
Naxarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should 
abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered 
he, "spare thine endesTonr, for this is a thing to which 
I will not hearken.* When she knew that he would not 
consent to her desin, she said to him, ** O elder, I am 
of the slave-girls of the Commander <rf the FaithfUl 
and the food waxeth on me' and if I drink not, I shall 
perish,* nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my 
ftfiair. At for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, 
for that I have made myself known to thee and have 
bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of 
the FaithfiiL" 

When the old man heard her words and that wherewith 
she menaced him, he arose and went ou^ perplexed and 
knowing not what he should do, and there met him a 
Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O 
Shdkb, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? 
Mmeover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such aa 
I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, 
"Yonder b a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the 
alave-girb of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun 
cr Reshid ; and she hath eaten food and now would 
bin drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. How- 
ever she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she 
wiU perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my 

' /■*. 1 ban eaten largely and the food lie* hea*y on tnjp ttomich. 

* Wine it coDiidered by the Arab* a Mtveteign digestive. See my 

" Book of tlw nunuand Nights and One Nigbt," VoL IV. p. 3J7. 
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aflair." "Know, O my neighboiiT," answered the Jew, 
"tbat the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful 
are used to drink wine, and wbenas they eat and drink 
not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide 
her, in which case thon wouldst not be safe from the 
Khalifi wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the 
Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that 
will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] 
by the right of oeighbourship, deliver me from this 
calamity and let me have that which is with thee I" 
"In the name of God," answered the Jew and going 
to his house, brought oat a fiogon of wine, with which 
the Sidkh returned to Sitt el Milab. This pleased her 
and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" 'I 
got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set 
out to him my case with thee and he gave me this." 

Sitt el Milah filled a cnp and emptied it; after which 
she drank a second and a third Then she filled the 
cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he 
would not accept it from her. However, she conjured 
him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the 
Faithful, that he should take it frooi her, till be took the 
cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it 
down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it 
So he smelt it and she said to him, " How decmest 
thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she con- 
jured him, by the life of the Commander of the Fiuthful, 
to taste it So he put it to his moutb and she rose to him 
and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the 
lair," said be, " this is none other than good." Quoth slu^ 
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"So deem I, Hath not our Lord promised u wine in 
Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most 
High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drioken." 
And we will drink it in this world and the world to 
come." She laoghed and emptying the cap, gsve him 
to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed 
thon art excnsable in thy lore for this." Then he took 
from her another and another, till he became drunken and 
bis talk waxed gieat and his prate. 

The fiilk of the quarter beard him and assembled under 
the window ; and when he was ware of them, he opened 
the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, 
O pimps? Every one in bis own bouse doth what he 
will and none hindereth bim ; but we drink one poor day 
and ye assemUe and come, cuckoldy varlets dtat ye ore I 
To-day, wine, and to-monow [another] natter ; and from 
hour to boor [cometh] relief." So they laughed and 
dispersed. Then the giil drank till she was intoxicated, 
when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old 
man said to her, " What nuketh thee weep, O my lady ? " 
**0 elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated 
[from him I love]." Quoth be, " O my lady, what is this 
love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been 
in love ? " "By Allah, my lady," answned be, " never 
in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known 

■ "The nmilhndn irf Pusdise, the which It pnnolKd bUo thaw 
who feu [God}. Therdn are livei* of mter bcorraptible mod itren 
of milk, the tatte wherecrf^ chingeth not, md liTo* of wine^ m del^bt 
to the dniikc>% aad nvcis «f darifted hoa^."— JIWw* alnL ifi^ ift 
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it! !■ it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She 
Unghed and said, "Verily, thou an even aa those of 
whom the poet speaketh, when aa he saith . , . .* And 
•he repeated the following verset ; 

How long will je ■dmnnUhed be, wilhoot avail or heed T The ihepherd 

Mill hii flockj forbids, and thef obej hU red«. 
I ice jau like QDto mankind in faTour and fn Uata i Bat oxxn,' verllf, 

fe en in b ihioo end in deed. 

The old num laoghed at her ipeedi and her vctsea 
pleased bim. Then said ahe to him, "I desife of thee 
a lute."* So be arose and brought her a piece of fire* 
wood. Quoth she, "What m that?" And be said, 
"Didst thou not bid me bring tbcc wood?" "I do 
not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What 
then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She 
laughed and said, " The lute ii an instrument of music, 
whereunto I sing," Quoth he, "Wheie i« this thing 
found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she 
said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose 
and betaking himsdf to his neighbour the Jew, said to 
him, "Thou &vouredst us aforetime with the wine; so 
now complete thy favours and look me oat a thii^; called 
a lut^ to wit, an instiument for singing; for that ahe 
seeketh this of me and I know it not." "Hearkening 
and obedience" replied the Jew and going into his house, 
brought him a lute [The old man took it and earned 

* The ox b the Arab type <tf Mnpiditj, ai wilh ai the «s«. 
■ Sfn. wood {etui). 
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ll to Stt d MflahJ whilst the Jew took hb drink tnd 
sat by « window adjouuog the other's house, so he might 
hear the singing. 

The damsel lefoiced, when the old nun returned to 
her with the late, and taking it from him, toned in 
Mringi and sang the following verses : 

ABar jomt Iom, nor tnce of me nor Tntiga wonld reoula, Kd net tb« 

liope of vtaoa aotat whit m^ itrmgtb tiuudn. 
Tt'ie EODe and desolated by jonr abeence ii tbe woiU : Requital, tj, 

or Mbstitnte to leek for jon 'twera vain. 
Tc, tt 70QT airength, have burdened mci apon 107 wcakliiwi^ Vlth 

bordena not to be endnred of aonntain nor of plain. 
When from rem land the breeie I icent that Cometh, ■■ I wmc A 

nveller bemnied with win^ to loae mj wiu I'm bin. 
Lore no light matter ii, O folk, nor an the woe and can And blam* a 

little thing to brook that onto It peitain. 
I wander leding Eaft and Wert for you, and nwy tea Unto a amp 

I coan^ I'm told, "TheyVe Cued away again." 
ki; mend* have not acCBKomedme to rieow; foc,of old, Whenlfof^ 

aook tibsB, they to Mck accoffd did not diidal^ 

When ahe had made an end of her song, ahe wept 
■OR^ till presently sleep overcame her and she slept 

On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee 
to tbe mtnejr-changer and fetch me tbe ordinary." Sa 
he repaired b> the money-changer and delivered him tbe 
mesaage, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, aa 
of bis wont, [with which the old man retimed to tbe 
damad and they ate till they had enough. When ahe 



JyGOO'^IC 



had eaten,] sbe sought of him wine and he went to 
the Jew and fetched it Then thej sat down and drank ; 
and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and 
smiting it, fell arsinging and dianted the following 



How long AiO 1 thu qoestioB my hMil that** drewned io woe? Fb 
mute Tot nr compUinlnE ; bvt tea.it rpttk, u thej flow, 

ThCf hiTc fbiMd thdr Ima^ to Tint me in ileep | So eren mj nightlr 
phantom fonakcth me, heighol 

And when ihe had made an end of ber soog^ sbe wept 
sore. 

All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and 
whites he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and 
whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel 
had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke oat 
again into song and chanted the following verses ; 

" Forget him," qooth m j centnrera, " fo^et Urn ; whM If he?" ** If I 
forget him, ne'er m«y God," qaoth I, " remember me I" 

Now God forUd a iUtc forget hii liege knd'i lorel And bow Of all 
thiogi in the world thould I forget the love or thee ? 

Pardon of God for crerTthing I cnra, except thj lore, For on tile dajr 
of meeting Him, that wHl mj good deed be. 

Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other 
three, sang the following verses : 

Hit lore he'd haxe hid, bvt hi* ton denoanced Urn to the tpj. 
For the heat ot a led-hot cm) that 'twiu hit lite did Ua. 
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Sq>po*e far diatncdon be teek in the Spring and iti bloomi <mm d>r, 
The Ikce ol hii lored one boldi the 011I7 Spring for fail eft. 

O bluner of me for the h>Tn of him who deniclh hit gnce. Which b« 
the delighUome of thing!, hot tbote which Ihe people deny? 

A MO [iimj' love;] bat hit heat in mine entnultitiUrageth, concealed; 
A moon, in the heut* of the folk he riieib, and not in the Aj. 

When (he h^ made an end of her song, she threw 
the lute from bcr hand and wept, whilst the old man 
wept for hei weeping. Thea she fell down in a swoon 
and presently coming to herself filled the cup and 
drinking it o^ gave the old man to drink, after which 
she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted 
the following veises : 

Thr loa i« the faireat of aU mj feoait'i WO«l Uf cue it hath 

altered and baniahed repoie. 
The wodd b apon me all detobte growiL Aladt, my long grief 

and fbtlomncMl Who knowt 
BttI the MeicifDl yet maj incline the* to me And nnite ni again, 

in delate of our focal 

Then she wept till her voice row high and her lamen- 
tation was discovered [to those without] ; after which she 
again began to drink and plying the tAd man with wine, 
sang the following venes : 

Thej have shql out thj penon from mj tight t They cannot dint 

Ihj memorj from mj iprighL 
Favont or fiont me^ itill my loiil ihall be Th; rantom, in oontentmenl 

or deapit*. 
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M; OBtwud of mj iuMtad totifia And liU b««n witnen that da* 

When ahe had made an end of her tong, she threw 
the lute from her hand aod wept and lanieDted> Then 
she alept awhile and presently awaking, said, ** O elder, 
hast ihoa what we may eat ? " " O my lady," answered 
the old man, " there is the rest of the food ; " but she 
said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down 
to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, 
** Excuse me, O my lady ; I cannot stand up, for that I am 
overcome with wine ; but with me is the servant of the 
mosque, who k a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will 
caU him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest" 
"Whence hast thou this servant ?" asked she; and he 
replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When 
she heard bim speak of the people of Damascus, she 
gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came 
to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of 
Damascus and for those who are therein t CaU him, O 
elder, that he may do our occasions." 

So the old man put his head forth of the window and 
called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and 
sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, 
and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and 
she knew him ; iriiereupon he turned back in bewilder- 

* Aa mj pallor and enucUtion teUtly to th« affliction of my heart 
■nd the Ifttter bean witnev that the eitenial irmpiama Goneolf in- 
dicate the imenul malady. 
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Dent md would have fled ; but she sprang up to him 
•nd seized him, and they embraced and wept together, 
tiQ tbey fell down on the ground in a swood. When 
the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for him- 
self and fled forth, seeing Dot the way for drunkenness. 
Hit n^hbour the Jew met him and said to him, " How 
comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should 
I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing 
that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with 
the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and 
fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif 
come to know of this and be wroth with me ; so tell me 
thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted 
of the aflair of this damsel" Quoth the Jew, " For the 
nonce, take this casting-boitle of rose-water and go forth- 
right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon 
for this their foregathering and embracement, they will 
come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee." 

The old man took the casting>bottle from the Jew 
and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled 
their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell 
to relating to each other that which they had suffered, 
smce their separatioa, for the anguish of severance. 
Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that 
which he had endured irom the folk who would have 
slain him and made away with him; and she said to 
him, " my lord, let us presently give over this talk 
and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall 
cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he 
■aid, ** By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in 
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this plight I " So she drank it off before him and taking 
the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses i 

Tkon that wait abMat (ma n; Head, jet ttiU with m« dldit bide, TIiM 

wut nxaorid from mine eje, yet «till waat bj my tide. 
Tlion left'at unto me, sfter thee, languor and carefulneiM j I lired ■ life 

wherein no jot of (wettneu I e«pi«d. 
For thy «weet uke, u 'twer(^ indeed, ui exile I had twen, Looe and 

deteit«d I became, lamenting, weeping-ejed. 
Alack, mj grief) Tboa wa*l, indeed, groirn absent from mj Tiew, Yet 

an the apple of mine eye nax couldst from me divide. 

When she had made an end of her song, she wept 
and Noureddin wept alsa Then she took the lute and 
improrised and sang the following verses : 

God know! I ne'er recalled thj memory to my thought, Bnt dill with 
brimming lean itiaightway mine eyea were fraught ; 

Yea, passion raged in me and love-loaging waa like To ilaj m*; yet 
my heart to lolace «till it WTonghl' 

Ijght of mine eyei, my hope, my wilt^ my thirsting eyes With looking 
on thy &ce can never ute their drought. 

When Noureddin heard these his stave-girrs verses, 
be fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her 
bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and 
questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took 
the lute and sweeping its strings, plajred thereon, after 
such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, 
and sang the following verses: 
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Vltenai aloe eyci behold thM not, that itj Ai of mjr life I <b ant 
ledcm ije; 

And when I long to look ttpoa tbj Itee, tly life b periihed with dcni« 

On this wise they abode till the moraiDg, tasting not 
the saTDiir of sleep ; and when the day Ughiened, behold, 
the euouch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, 
"The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So 
she arose and taking her loid hj the hand, committed 
him to the old man, saying, " I commend him to thy 
care, under God,' till this eunuch cometh to thee ; and 
indeed, O elder, I owe thee &vour and laigcsse such 
as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth." 

Theo she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace 
of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and 
kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who 
should make mock of her, " I doubt not but thou hast 
found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of 
thy continuance [on life,] " answered she, " I have indeed 
found lum 1 ** Now £r Reshid was leaning back ; but, 
when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, " By 
my life, [is this thou sayest] true ?" " Ay, by thy life I " 
answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, 
so I may see him." But she replied, " O my lord, there 
have betided him many stresses and bis charms are 
changed and his &vour faded; and indeed the Com- 
mander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month ; where- 
fMe I will tend him the rest of the month and then 

* Ltt. he b [Gnt] the depoml of God, then thy depodL 
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bring him to do hb ferrice to the ComiD&ndeT of tha 
FftithiiiL" Quoth Er Reshid, *'Trae; the condition wu 
for a. month ; but tell me what hath betided him.* ** O 
my lord," answered she, "maj God prolong thy era- 
tinuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and 
thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine 
enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects 
to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will nanw 
onto thee those who have wrooged him; and indeed 
tiiis u an airear that is due to the Commander of the 
Futhful, in* whom may God fortify the Faith and 
vouchsafe hun the mastery over the rebel and the 
frowardt" 

Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and 
bade furoish it with carpets and other furniture and 
vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed 
should be given her. This was done during the rest of 
the day, and when the night cam^ she despatched the 
eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch 
Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the yonug 
man donned the clothes and mounting, rode to the house, 
where he abode in luxury and delight a fiiU-told month, 
what while she solaced him with four thit^, to wit, the 
eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying 
upon brocade and the entering the bath after copuladon. 
Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell 
to changbg his apparel day by day ; nor was the ap- 
pointed time accomplished ere his beauty retimed to 

' Or "by." 
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him and his goodlinen ; taj, bis charms waxed tenfold 
and be became a ravishment to all who looked on him. 

One day the Commander of the Faithful bade biii^ 
him to the presence ; so his slave-girt changed his raiment 
and clothing him in aumptnous apparel, mounted him oo 
die mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting 
himself before the Khali^ saluted bim with the goodliest 
of salntations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep- 
thoughted speech. When £r Reshid saw him, be aux- 
veiled at the goodliness ol bis favour and his doqaence 
and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, 
was t/Ai that be was Stt et Milah's lord; whereupon 
qoodi be, " Indeed, she is excusable in her love for \uat, 
and if we had put her to death uDnghteously, as we were 
minded to do, her blood would have been upon oar 
heads." Then be turned to the young man and entering 
into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelli- 
geo^ quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, 
elegant enidite. So he loved him with an exceedmg 
love and questioned him of his native d^ and of his 
father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. 
Noureddin acquainted bim with that which he would 
know in the goodliest of words and irith the condsest 
of expressions ; and the Khalif said to him, " And where 
bast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent 
after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, 
bat lit on no tidings of thee." " O my Itmi," answered 
the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy dty 
that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted 
him with his case from first to last and told bim that 
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wliich had be&Uen him of erQ [from El Huradi and fail 
aew}. 

When Er ReshM beard this, he was lore chagrined and 
waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen 
in a dty wherein laaa?" And the Hashimi vein * started 
out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and 
when he came before him, be acquainted him with the 
matter and said to him, " Shall this come to pass in my 
city and I have do news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer 
fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as 
having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite 
off their heads. Moreover, he summoned bim whom they 
called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young 
man's deliverance a Grst time and a second, and thanked 
him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a 
•umptuons dress of honour and invested him with the 
governance over his dty.* 

Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when 
the messenger came to him and told him that the 
Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the 
denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to 
the palace, walking and letting wind ■ as be went, whibt 
all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came 
into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, 
he fell a-uembling and his tongue was embarrassed, 

* See mpn. Vol. L p. 35, noto. 

■ li. nude him Chief of the Police of Bighdid, in place of the 
fomcr Prefect, whom he bad put to death with the reit of Noureddin'i 
appreuort. 
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[so that he could not apeak]. The KbaHf laughed at 
him and said to him, "O elder, thon hast done no 
offence ; so [why] feaiest thou f " O my lord," answered 
the old man (and indeed he was in the aoiat of diat 
which maj be of fear,) " by the virtue of thy pure fore- 
&thers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire 
of my conduct" The Kbalif laughed at him and ordering 
him a thousand dinars, bestowed on bim a sumptuous 
dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins 
in his mosque. 

Then he called Sttt d Milah and said to her, "The 
house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein 
k a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take 
him and depaR with him in the safeguard of God the 
Most High ; but absent not yourselves from our presence." 
[So ahe went fcntb with Noureddin and] when she came 
to the house, she found that the Commander of the 
Faithfiil had sent them gifts galore and abundance of 
good tbbgs. As for Noureddin, he sent for his ^hei 
and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the 
aVf of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and 
gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied them- 
selves with collecting that which accrued to him and 
■ending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his fother and 
mother came to bim, with that which they had of monies 
and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with 
thdr son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of 
the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his 
session-mates and entertaineis, wherefore they rejoiced in 
reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them. 
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The Khalif aBsigned them pensions and allowances ; 
and as for Nouieddin, his &theT brought him those riches 
and his wealth waxed and his case was goodlj, till he 
became the lichcst of the folk of his time in Baghdad 
and left not tbe presence of the Conunander <rf tin 
Faithful night <a day. Moreover, be was vondisafed 
children by Stt el Milah, and he ceased not to live 
the moat delightsome of llves^ he and she and his ftther 
and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened 
of a. sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of 
God the Most High. After awhile, bis mother died also 
and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried 
and made them expiations and nativities.* Then hit 
children grew up and became like unto moons, and be 
reared them in splendour and fondness, what while bit 
wealth waxed and bis case flourished. He ceased not 
to pay frequent visits to the Commander of tbe Faithful^ 
be and his children and his slave-gid Sitt d Milob, and 
they abode, he and they, m all solace of bCe and 
prosperi^ till there came to them the Destn^er ct 
Delights and the Sunderer of Companies ; and extolled 
be the perfecticm of tbe Abiding One, tbe Eternal I This 
it all that bath come down to us (tf their story. 

* iA idl^oatcsremoidMio called. See n/'Bookof thaThouund 
NighUaBdOoeNiiib^'' VoL DC. p. ii3,K)tft 
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EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF 
BAGHDAD.' 

There was once^ of old days and hi bygone ages and 
times, in the aty of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, 
a king nighty of estate, lord of undentanding and 
beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was 
strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty 
and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben 
Rebiya es Sheibani,* and when be took hone, there rode 
onto him [warricwst from the fanhest parts of the two 
Iiaks.1 God the Most H^h decreed that he should take 
to wife « woman htgbt Afifeb, daughter of Ased ea 
Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and 
brigbtnesi and perfection and justness of shape and 

* Breslan Teit, vaL idl. pp. 116-137, HighU dcccdxri-dcccclixlx. 

* ^. A member of Ihe tribe of Sheibui. No nch King of Baghdad 
(whicb wu not foonded tUI tba eighth Mntnty) m lot ben Ceil li^ I 
bdiere, kaown to hiilory. 

* The dtiet uid pronnce* of Bauora and C11& are genendly known 
ai "The Two Ink* "i butthename U here In allprobabilitjuiedin it* 
wida meaning of Ink AmU (ChaldKa) and Ink Fard (Fcmaa Ink). 
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wfmmetiji her fiice wu like nnto the new moon and 
■he had eyes u they were gazelle't eyei and an aquiline 
nose like the ctesceDt moon. She had learned bone* 
manship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied 
the sciencea of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten 
by heart all the dragomaniBb* tongues and indeed she 
was a ravishment to mankind. 

She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve yean, during which 
time he was blessed with do children by her; wherefore 
his breast was straitened, by reason of the &ulure of 
lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a 
child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission 
of God the Most High; and when the days of her 
pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid- 
child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, tot that her 
bee was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or 
a golden* candle or a fiill moon breaking forth of a cloud, 
extolled be the perfection of Him who created her &om 
vile water* and made her a delight to the beholders ! 
When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his 
reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught 
her the ait <tf writing and polite letters* and philosophy 
and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk ol 

> ^ all thMtt UngiucM the knowledge wbenot i* neccHair to an 
btapreter or dng;omui (properly tay'tman]. Or putre U the word 
InytmamrtJk (dngonunidt) boa » miMnuucripUiw far Imriumaiti/iti 
(Torconun]. 

■iA gilded? 

* £j: ipama hominit^ 

* Syn. good breeding 
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ber time and overpassed her peen ;■ and the sons of 
tiie kings beatd of her and all of them desired to look 
upon her. 

The fiist who sought her in ouniage wu King Nebhan 
of Mosul, who came to her with a great company, bringing 
with him an hundred she-camels Udeo with musk and 
aloes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with 
camphor and jewels and other hundred laden with sHver 
money and yet other hundred laden with rairnent of silken 
and other stuA and brocade, besides an hundred slave- 
girls and an hundred magnificent horses of swiA and 
generous breeds, completely housed and accoutred, as 
they were bridea; and all this he laid before her father, 
demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben 
Cais bad bound himself by an oath that he would not 
many his daughter but to him whom she should choose ; 
so, when King Nebhaa sought her in marriage, her father 
went in to her and consulted her concerning bis afiiiir. 
She cohsented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which 
she said, whereupon he departed from him. After this 
came King Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches 
more than the first; but she accepted not of him and 
he returned, disappointed ; nor did the kings give over 
coming to her father, on her account, one after other, 
from tbe farthest of the lands and the climes, each 
glorying in more* than those who f<wewent turn; but she 
paid no heed onto any of one them. 

* iA tluNe women of eqtnl ag« sod rank with bendL 

* Aa TaiiDliiig himself of ofienng richer pre<CDU. 
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Presaitly, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the 
land of Yemen and Zebidoun* and Mecca (which God 
increase in honour and brightness and beauty 1), heard 
of hei ; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the 
Hejaz' and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. 
So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting- 
chamber,' whereupon the folk made wsy for bim and the 
king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls 
and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the 
ground, and spoke not to any ; whereby his (xther knew 
that his breast was straitened and bade the booQ-com- 
panions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such 
as beseem the assemblies oi kings; nor was there one of 
them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with 
him ; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. 
Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when 
the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said 
to him, " By Aliah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming 
in to me and chagiinest me for that thou payest no heed 
to any of the session-mates iKH of the booD-companions. 
What is the cause of this ? " 

"O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard 
tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters 

* Apparently Zebid, the "^*"* c^)ital of the prorince of Tehameh 
fa) V«m«&, a town on the Red Sea, atraat luctf mile* oortb of Mi>clu. 
The copifUt of the Taais US. appean to have wriltea the name witk 
the additioa of the chanctcridic detiiKiice (trnm) of the noniiiative ea*^ 
which U dropped except in the Koran nnd in poetry. 

* Name of the pronnee hi which Mecca ii sitaaicd. 
■ Syn. anembly. 
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of tne kings, and ber fiidia is called King Ins ben Cais, 
lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace 
and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have 
Boi^t ber in marriage of the kings; but her soul coi^ 
sented not onto any one of thero. Wherefore I am 
minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth nnto 
her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." " O my 
■on,' answered his father, "thou knovest that I have 
n<me other than thyself of children and thou art the 
solace of mine eyes and the fruit ot mine entrails; nay, 
I cannot brook to be parted 6om thee an instant and I 
purpose to set thee on the dirone ot the kingship and 
many thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who 
shall be fairer than she." Kl Abbas gave ear to his 
father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode 
with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails; 

Then the king took counsel with himself to build his 
•on a bath and adorn it with various paintings, so he 
might show it to him and divert him with the sight 
therec^ to the intent that his body might be solaced 
diereby and that the obsession of travel might cease from 
him and he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from 
his parents So be addressed himself to the building 
at the bath and assembling architects and builders and 
artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of 
liis dominions^ assigned them a site and marked out its 
boundaries. Then the workmen occupied themselves 
with the making of the bath and die setting out and 
adornment of its cabinets and rooft. They used paints 
and predotia stones of all kinds, according to the 
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varkMuneas of their hoeB, led and greeo and bias and 
yellow and wtut not else of all manner colours ; and each 
attiBan wiought at his handicraft and each painter at his 
ar^ whilst the rest of the folk busied tiienuelvea with 
transporting thither Taricolourcd stones. 

One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, 
there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon 
htm and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the 
painter to him, "Knowest thou aught c£ painting?" 
"Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools 
and paints and sud to him, "Make as a rare piece of 
work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers 
of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double 
border, which he adorned on both udes, afla a fashion 
than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddle- 
waid the chamber] he drew a picture to which there 
lacked but the breath, and it waa the portraiture of 
Mariyeb, the king's daughter <£ Baghdad. Then, when 
he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way 
[and told none of what he had done], nor knew any 
the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment 
and ordinance thereof 

Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and 
sought an audience of the king, who bade admit hira. 
So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with 
a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the 
time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure 
unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank eialted over 
all the kings both morning and evening l' The work 
* i.t. Aij and night, ta wit, for ever. 
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ot the bath ti tccompliibed, by the king'i fiur fbrtiiDe 
and the eminence of his magnanimitj,' and indeed we 
have done all that behoved lu and there remaineth but 
that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him 
a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galoie, 
giving tmto each who had wroughten, after the measure 
of his work. Then he assembled ia the badi all the 
grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains 
and lieutenants, and the chief ofticers of his realm and 
household, and sending for his son £1 Abbas, said to 
him, "0 my son, I have builded thee a bath, wbernn 
thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, 
that thoa mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon 
it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decor- 
atioQ." "With aU my heart," replied the prioce and 
altered the bath, he and the king and the folk about 
them, BO they might divert themselves witt viewing that 
iriiich the workmen's hands had wroughten. 

El Abbas went in and passed from place to place and 
chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber afore- 
said and espied the portrait of Mariyefa, whereupon he 
Ul down in a swoon and the workmoi went to his father 
and said to him, ** Thy son £1 Abbaa hath swooned away.* 
So the king came and finding the prince cast down, seated 
himself at his head and bathed his &ce with rose-water. 
After awhile he renved and the king sud to him, ** God 
keep the^i O my soni What hath befallen thee?" 

' S^ tlw laftinesi of hU pnrpotb 

* lit "I cham thoa bf iDvoking the aid o( God (oc thee agiiiul 
•vil" w ** I itA nfage with God for tliM." 
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" O my father," inswered the prince, " I did but look on 
yonder picture and it bequeathed me a thousand r^nrets 
and there befell me that which thou seest" Therewithal 
the kiDg bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he 
stood before him, he said to faim, "Tell me of yonder 
portrait and what giii is this of the daughtcn of the 
kings ; else will I take thy head." " By Allah, O king," 
answered the painter, " I limned it not^ neither know 
I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and 
looked at me. So I said to him, ' Knowest thou the art 
of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave 
him the gear and said to him, ' Make us a rare piece of 
work.' So be wrought yonder portrait and went away 
and I know him not neither have X ever set eyes on 
him save that day." 

Therewithal the king bade all his officers go nrand 
about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and 
bring before him all strangers whom they found there. 
So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst 
whom was the man who had painted the portrait When 
they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier 
make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should 
discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the 
poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the 
king said to him, "0 king of the age, I am he who 
painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, " And knowest 
thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this 
is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of 
Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and 
a stavegiirl [and be went his way} Then said El Abbas, 
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"O bther min^ give me leave to go to her, so I may 
look npoD hei ; else shall I depart the world, without fail." 
Hie king his father wept and answered, saTiiig, " O my 
■on, I builded thee a hath, that it might divert thee from 
leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy 
going forth; but the commandment of God it a fore- 
ordained' decree,"* 

Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, 
" Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and 
my puissance in returning answers m the assemblies of 
the land and my good breeding* and skill in rhetoric; 
and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou 
hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united 
praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed 
the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, 
more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion* 
and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most 
High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with 
thee of attendants and [what] of good 7 " " O father 
mine," replied El Abbas, " I have no need of horses or 
camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will 
have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and 
DO more." 

As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came 
his mother and caught hold of him ; and he said to ner. 



1 Or "detenninate." 

■ tCoran xudii. 38. 

■ Or " accomplish inenl*. ' 
* i.e. to make a plia 
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" God on thee, let me go my gait and Btrire not to torn 
me from my purpose, for that Deeds must I gp." " O my 
■on," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no 
help for it, swear to me that thou wQt not be absent from 
me more than a year." And be swore to her. Then he 
entered his Cither's treasuries and took therefrom what he 
would of jewels and jadnths and everything heavy of 
wt^th and light of caTriag& Moreover, he bade his 
servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like (or 
himself and whenas the night darkened behind him,* he 
rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set out (ca 
Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither 
he intended. 

He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant 
to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds 
and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle 
and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and 
cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and 
■kin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him 
[with " Hearkening and obedience "] and goiog down 
to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. 
Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after 
which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and 
Aamir Still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to 
go. So he said to him, "0 my lord, I conjure thee by 
God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thoa 
intendest 7 " El Abbas looked at him and made aniwer 
with the following verses : 

> lit beset Ut b«k. 
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la wyioalttiefincfjcuDiiigaad affliction lageth afst tM, Ibomwitk 

lore and longing ; noo^ in Uttwer can I ttf. 
To Baglidad npon k mutcx ol ill moment do I Eu^ For Ihe lote of 

oar whow betuitiet have mj reuon led utrnf, 
Dnds me*! a, ilender camel, a derourer of Che mute | Those who pM* 

a clondlet deem it, ai It BitteCh o'er tlie waj, 
So^ O A«niir, haste llt^ going, e'en u I do, to maj I Meal mj nckDew 

and tlie diaining of the cup of lore et**y | 
F«r the longing tlut abideth in m; heart ii haid to betr. Fwe with 

JOB, the% to nf lored on& Answer nothing, bat obej. 

When Aamir beard his loid's veraes, he knew that he 
was a slave of love [and that she (tf whom he was 
enamouied abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared <» 
Dtght and day, traversing pluns and stony wastes, till 
they came in tight <d Baghdad and lighted down in its 
suburbs^ and lay the night there. When they arose in die 
monui^, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and 
there they encamped and sojourned three days. 

As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a 
company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying 
aloud and saying " Quick I Quick I Haste to our 
rescue, O ELingt" Therewithal the king's chamberluns 
and officers accosted them and said to them, "What 
is behind you and what hath be&llen you?" Quoth 
they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried 
them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw lum, they 
■aid to him, "O king, except tbou succour us, we are 
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dead men ; for that we ue a folk c^ die Benou Sboban,* 
who have taken up ooi abode in the parts of Bassota, 
and Hudbeifeh the Arab* hath come down on na with 
hu hocses and hia men and hath alain our hoisemen 
and carried off onr women and children; nor was one 
saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave 
help [first] by God the Most H^;h, then by thy life^" 

When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier 
make proclamatioQ in the thorough&res of the dty that 
the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the 
hoisemen should mount and the footmen come forth; 
nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums 
beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the fore- 
noon of the day passed when the city was blocked with 
horse and foot. So the king passed them in review 
and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in 
number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth 
to the enemy and gave the coDomandment over them 
to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant 
man of war. So the horsemen set out and fated on 
along the bank of the Tigris. 

El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed 
and the standards loosed and heard the drums beatbg; 
so he bade his servant saddle him a chafer and look 
to the girths and brit^ him his harness of war. Quoth 
Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and 
the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed 

> The king's own tribe. 

■ <A the Ai«b of the desert o> BedmlB {«; ^«niN), the ttooud. 
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honemanshipi abode [rooted in his heart]." So he 
mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war- 
horsey and they went forth with the troops and fared 
oo two days. On tiie third day, after the hour of the 
nud-aftemoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy 
and the two aitaies met and the rank* joined batde. 
The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst 
the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], 
■o that a]l eyes were blinded; and they ceased not &om 
the battle till the night overtook them, when the two 
hosts drew off from the mellay and passed die night, 
perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue td their 
afiair]. 

When God caused the moniing morrow, the two anniei 
drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at 
one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad be- 
tween the two lines and played with his lance and died 
out and recited the following verses : 

AlgBte* ye an oar prey beoooie t this muiy a day and night Right 

hutmntlj of God we're cnyed to be Toocbnfed your ngbt 
So hath the Merciriil towardi Hndheilch driTCD jMi, A dtamploa lulins 

onr an, a lion of great might 
b Iheie a nun of yon will come, that I may heil hU palm With blow* 

right pioBtTnl for him who*! uck for hut of fight 7 
By Allih, come ye fonh to me, for lo, I'm come to yon t May b« wbo^ 

wtooged the victoiy get and God defend the right 1' 

> I*, the martial huHnct. 

' Lib " And he who U opp rcM BJ shill become o p p ma o c. '* 
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lliereapoa there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, 
and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came 
to dose quaiteiB and exchanged stiokes. El Harith 
finewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him 
weltering in his goie; whereupoD Hudheifeh cried out 
to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Haritht 
Call another of them." So be cried out, saying, "Is 
there a comer'^orth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad 
held back from him ; and when it appeared to El Harith 
that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and 
overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of 
them twdve men. Then the evening overtook him and 
the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight. 

Whe^ the morning morrowed, they found themselves 
reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was 
not one of them had dismounted from his boise. So 
they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out 
between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand 
cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Haricye, my masters 
of Baghdad I Let none come forth to me but your 
Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me ; and he 
shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, 
and may he who is void of offence come off safe I " Then 
he repeated bis speech and said, "Why do I not hear 
yoor Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir 
of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed 
his teeth chattered in bis head, whenas he heard him 
summon him to single combat. 

When El Abbas heaid Hudheifeh's challenge and saw 
Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to 
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bim, "Wilt thou gire me leave to reply to him and I 
will stand thee in itead in the answering of him and the 
going f<vth to battle with him and will make myself thy 
•acrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour 
•hining from between his eyes, said to him, " O youth, 
by ths virtue <rf the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless 
■od keep,) tell me [who thoa art and] whence thou 
comest to OUT succour." " This is no place for question- 
ing,'' answered the piince ; and Saad said to him, " O 
champion, up and at Hudheifeb 1 Yet, if his devil prove 
too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth."! 
Quoth El Abbas, "It it of Allah that help is to be 
sought,"* and taking bis aims^ fortified his resolution 
and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of 
die castles or a piece of a mountain. 

[When] Hudheifeb [saw bim], he cried oat to him, 
nying, " Haste thee not, youth 1 Who art thou ol 
the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] d 
Wakidt, commander of the host of King Ins, and but 
tint thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had 
sot come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my 
peen neither ait counted equal to me in prowess and 
canst not avul against my onslaughL Wherefore prepare 
thee for departure^* seeing that tboe abidetb but a little 

* i* be net ^^f*^ to flee ruher than pofah fa thy yjaSt, if hii 
powoi (atttlbaled to dlabollctl aid « poiiBirion) pnv*e too mud foe 

* A peilphiMtle way of nruift " I look to Qod Go* be^" 
*iAfiaiBthieworl^ 
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ot thy life." When Hudhnfeh heaid Hm his tpeech, 
be threw himself backward,* as if in mockeiy of hun, 
whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, 
sajnng, "O Hudheifeh, guard tiijtelf against me." Then 
be rushed upon biro, as he were a swooper of the Jinn,* 
and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long 
whUe 

Presendy, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a aj that 
astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this 
from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like 
of thee.* Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, 
thinking to waid it off from bim ; but the sword shore 
the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, 
came forth gleaming from the tendtHis of his throat and 
severed bis ann at the armpit ; whereupon he fell down, 
wallowing in bis blood, and El Abbas turned upon bis 
host ; OOT bad tbe sun departed the pavilion of the heavens 
ere Hudbeifeh's army was in fiiU flight before El Abbas 
and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By 
the virtue of tbe Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and 
keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon hts saddle 
pads, [in gouts] like camels' liven, smiting with the 
sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad 
in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned 
[back to the camp^ die men ot Baghdad wene feaiM 
of him." 



* f^. M he were ■ fl^ng E^nici iwooping down npon a moit*l bom 
the air, bawk-btUcai. 
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When the Bagbdadts nw this ntocour (tat bad 
betided them againM their enemiea [and the victoij 
that El Abbaa had gotten them], they tumed back 
and gatherii^ tc^ther the spoils [of the defeated host^ 
uma and treasures and bones, returned to Baghdad, 
victoiionB, and all bj the valour of El Abbas, As for 
Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and tbejr &red 
aa in company till they came to the place where El 
Abbas bad taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted 
from hia chafer and Saad said to bim, ** O youth, where- 
fine ah'ghtest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, 
ttty due is incumbent npon ua and upon our Sultan; so 
go tboa with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom 
thee with oar souls." " O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, 
"from diis place I took horse with tbce and herein is 
my lodgjng. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, 
but make as if thou hadst ncrer seen me, for that I am 
a stiangei in the land." 

So saying, he tumed away from him and Saad fared 
on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance 
on the king and recounting to bim that which had betided 
them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is be?" 
And they answered, ** He is with the Amir Saad." [So^ 
when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found 
none with bim ; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after 
the youth, cried out to bim, saying, "God prolong the 
king's days I Indeed, he refiiseth to present himself 
before thee, witbont leave or commandment." "O 
Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" 
And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; hot 
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be it • youth fiur of &vour, lonsome erf' aspect, to- 
complifihed in discoune, goodly of repartee^ and valoot 
ahineth &om between bis eyes." 

Quoth the Idn^b "O Saad, fetch him to me, for in- 
deed thou describest to me a masteifiil man."* And 
he answered, saying, "By AHah, O my ]ard, hadit 
thou but Been our case with Hudheifeh, what while he 
challenged me to the field of war and the ste&d of 
t hn '^ t ^" ! ; and smitiDg and I held back from doing 
battle with him I Then, whenas I thought to go fordi 
to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose b) his bridle- 
rein and called oat to me, aayin^^ *0 Saad, w0t thoa 
Bufier me to fill thy room in waging war with him and 
I will ransom thee with myself 7 ' And I said, * By Allah, 
O youth, whence comcth thou?' Qnoth he, 'This is no 
time tor thy questions.' " Then he lecotmted to the king 
all that had passed between himself and El Abbas fixim 
firat to last ; whereapon qnoth Ins ben Caia, " Bring him 
to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question 
him otioM case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going 
forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, 
where he put off his harness of war and took rest for 
himselfl 

To return to El Abbaa, when be aUghted fiom hii 
cbargeT; he pnt off his harness of war and rested awhile; 
after which he brought out a shirt o£ Venetian silk and 
a gown of green damask and donning them, covered 
himself with a turban of Damietu stuff and girt hia 

■ ^B. " TIuM •eiurt ont to me a mi^ty outMc." 
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middle with a bandkerclueC Then be went out a-waJking 
in the thOFOogh&res e£ Baghdad and fiired ini till he 
came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he fotmd 
a merchant, with cbeu before bim ; so he stood watching 
him and presenttjr the other looked ap at bim and nid 
to bim, " O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game ? " 
And he answered, " Be it thine to decide." " Then be it 
a bandied dinars," said the merchant, and EI Abbaa con- 
seoted to him, whcTeupon quoth he, "O youth, produce 
the money, so the game may be birly stablished." So 
£1 Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a 
thousand dinan, and laid down an hundred dinars there- 
from on the edge of the carpe^ whilst the merchant did 
the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas be 
•aw the gold in £1 Abbas his possession. 

The folk flocked about ihem, to divert themselves with 
watching the play, and they called the bystanders to 
witness of the wager and fell a-pla^ing. El Abbas forbore 
the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastir 
Dated with him awhile ; and the merchant won and took 
of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, " Wilt 
thou play another game?" And the other answered, 
"O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a 
thousand dinars." Quoth the prince^ "Whatsoever thou 
stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So 
the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the 
prince covaed them with other thousand. Hien they 
fell a>playing but £1 Abbas was not long with htm ere 
be beat bim in the square of the elephant,' nor did he 
1 iAilMcwtla. 
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lesve to do dins tSl be bad beateB him font titnei and 
won of him four thousand dinan. 

This was all the mercbant's good; so be said, **0 
youth, I will play thee another game far the sbopL** Now 
the value (rf the shop was four thousand dinais ; so tbey 
played and £1 Abbas beat him and won bis shop, with 
that wbicb was therein; whereupon the other arose, 
shaking; bis clothes, and said to him, " Up, O youdi, 
and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing 
to tbe shop, took possession thereof after which be 
returned to [the place where be bad left] his servant 
[Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come 
to bid bim to the presence of the king. El Abbas con- 
sented to tbia and accompanied him till tbey came before 
King Ins ben Cais, wbereupoo be kissed the earth and 
saluted him and exceeded* in the salutation. Quoth the 
king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he 
answered, " I come from Yemen." 

Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may ac- 
complish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding be- 
bolden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter 
of Hudheifeb and bis folk." And be let cast over him 
a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinan. 
Moreover, be bade his treasurer gi\-e bim a thousand 
dinars and said to bim, "O youth, take this in part of 
that which thou deservest of us ; and if thou prolong 
thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." 
£1 Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may God 

* i«. wu eloqoent and oomtly to the aCmost 
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grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." 
Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two 
caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose 
value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, 
"O king, God cause thy prosperi^ to endure, I conjure 
thee by that which God bath vouchsafed thee, heal my 
heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have 
accepted thy present" So the king accepted the two 
caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to 
the bazaar. 

When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and 
sud, " O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop ? " As 
they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having 
with her a bay, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El 
Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, " O 
youth, I conjure tiiee by Allah, look at this boy and 
have piqr on him, for that his &ther hath forgotten his 
cap io the shop [he lost to thee] ; so if thou will well 
to give it to him, thy reword be with God 1 For indeed 
the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weepii^ 
and God be witness fix us that, were there lefi os aught 
wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not 
sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind,* 
replied El Abbas, " indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy 
bir speech and supplioUest me with thy goodly words 
.... But teing roe thy husband." So she went and 
fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see 
what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he 
returned him the gold he bad won of him, all and part, 
and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, " Reqoito 
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m with thy pious praycn." Therewithal the wonum came 
ap to him aod kissed his feet, and oo like wise did die 
merchant her husband ; and all who were present blessed 
him, and there was no talk but of £1 Abbas. 

As foi the merchant he bought him a sheep and 
slaughtering it; toasted it and dressed birds and [other] 
meats of various kinds and colouii and bought dessert 
and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repiured to 
El Abbas and conjuied him to accept of his hospitaligr 
atMl enter hii bouse and eat of his victual The prince 
consented to his wishes and went with him till they came 
to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So £t 
Abbaa entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a 
handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he 
entered the saloon, be found that the merchant had made 
ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass 
description; and indeed he had adorned the uble with 
■weet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water 
upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls 
of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of 
burning] aloes-wood abroach thereiiL 

FresenUy, El Abbas looked out of the window of tiie 
saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty 
of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper 
stories ; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he 
said to the merchant, " Indeed, thou exceedest in doing 
OS honour ; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till 
thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder 
house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was 
El Ghitrifs house and be was admitted u> the mercy of 
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God' and lefl non« otbet heir than mjrself ; to it became 
nine, and by Allah, if ihon hast a mind to sojourn in 
Baghdad, do then take np thine abode in this house, so 
Haaa mayat be in my nngbbourhood ; tat that indeed my 
heait indineth unto thee with love and I would have thee 
neret absent from my sigh^ so I may still hare my fill of 
tiiee and hearken to thy speech." £1 Abbas thanked him 
and said to him, " Indeed, thou att friendly in thy speech 
and exceedest ^ courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs 
mtist I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the houses if it like 
thee, I win abide therein ; so take of me its price." 

So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing 
out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the 
merchant, who said in himself " Except I take the money, 
be will not abide in tiie house." So he pouched the 
money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness 
against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food 
before £1 Abbas and they ate of the good things which 
he bad provided j after which he brought tiim dessert and 
sweetmeats: They ate thereof till they had enough, when 
the tables were removed and they washed their hands 
with rose-water and wiUoW'^ower-vater. Then the mer- 
chant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the 
fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on iriiich he wiped his 
hand,* and said to him, " O my lord, the house is become 
thy house; so bid thy servant transport' thitbet the horses 
and arms and stu^." £1 Abbas did this and the merchant 

* AAdied. 

* The Ante ue the right band only in ttlav§. 
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rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night not 
day, so that the prince said to him, " By Allah, I distract 
thee from thy livelihood." " God on thee, O my lord," 
replied the mochant, " name not to me aught of this, or 
thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy 
company and thou art the best of Uvelihood." So theie 
befell stnut friendship between them and ceremony was 
laid aside from between diem. 

Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we 
do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom 
we thought to confer largesse, but he bath laigessed us 
with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not 
if he be a sojourner with ua or no?" Then he went 
into the harem and gave the rubies to bis wife Afifeh, 
who said to him, " What is the worth of these with thee 
and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They 
are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and 
none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, 
"Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her 
the story of El Abbas from first to last, and the said, 
"By Allah, the claims of honour are imperadve on us 
and the king bath fallen short of his due; for that we 
have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath 
he seated him on his left hand." 

[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if 
he had been asleep and awoke ; so he went forth of the 
harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all 
kinds and colours. Moreova, be assembled all his 
tetainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all 
that beseemetb unto kings' tables. Then be adorned 
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ba palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the 
diief <^ceis cf bis household, who found him coming 
forth of the bath, dad in a doublet of fine goats' hair 
and over it a Bagbdadi scarf; his waist was girt with 
a Riutec* kerchief and on his head be wore a light 
turban of Datnietta make. 

The messenger wished him Jojr erf' the bath and ex- 
ceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to bioi, 
" The king biddeth thee in weaL" * " Hearkening and 
obedience," answered £1 Abbas and accompanied the 
messenger to the king's palace. 

Now A£feh and her daughter Mari^eh were behind 
the curtain, looking at him; and when be came before 
Ae kmg, be saluted him and greeted bim with the 
greedng of kbgs, whilst all who were present stared 
at him and at bis beauty and grace and perfection. 
The king seated faim at the head of the table ; and when 
A&feb saw him and straitly considered bim, she said, 
"By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, 
this youth is (rf the sons of the kings and cometh not 
to these parts but for some high purpose I " Then she 
looked at Mariyeh and saw that her £ice was changed, 
and indeed her eyes were dead in her fiice and she 
turned not her gaze from £1 Abbas a gUnce of tfae 
eytt, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon 
her heart; When the queen saw what had befallen ba 

* Name of a qaarUr of Baghdad. 

* £/. he lummoaeth thee to hia pwa ence b; my of klndnea and no4 
becMue he U wroth with iheo. 
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daughter, ilie feared for her from reproach coocemntg 
El Abbaa; to the shut the wicket of the lattice tod 
suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there 
was m pavilica set apart for Maitych, and therein were 
priv; chambera and balconies and lattices, and she bad 
with her a nuise, who setved her, after Ihe fashion of 
kings' daughters. 

When the banquet waa ended and the folk had dis- 
persed, the king aaid to £1 Abbas, "I would fain have 
thee [abide] with me and I will buj thee a house, so 
haply we may requite thee the high services for which we 
■re beholden to thee ; for indeed thy due is imperative 
[upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes ; and 
indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of 
distance."* When the prince beard the king's speech, 
he rose and sat down* and kismg the earth, returned 
thanks for bis bounty and said, ** I am the king's servant^ 
wheresoever I may be, and onder his eye." Then he 
recounted to him the story of the merchant and the 
manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, 
" Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my 
Deighbouihood." 

Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away 
to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under 
the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was 
sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and hit 

1 U. In allowing thee hitherto to mnun at a ditluce fnn as utd 
BOt inviting thee to Kttoch tbjrtelf to oor persoo. 
■ An Anb idiom, me«niiv " he ihowed ■gitadan." 
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tift* met thoK of the [omcess, whereupon his wit de- 
parted and be was like to swoon away, whilst his ooloor 
changed and he sud, ** Verily, we are God's and to Him 
we retnm I " But he feared for himself test estrangement 
betide him ; so he concealed his secret and discovered not 
his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. 
When be reached bis house, bis servant Aamii said to 
him, "O my lord, I seek refuge fix thee with God from 
change of colour 1 Hath there bedded thee a pun from 
God die Most High or hath aught of vexation befallcD 
thee? Verily, nckness bath an end and patience doth 
away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. 
Then be brought out inkhom [and pen] and paper and 
wrote the following verses : 

Qooth f (ud mlna ■ body U of psMdoa «ll (onhin. Ay, sad a heart 

that'i all Mhint Tor lore and longing paio 
And eye that knoweth not ihe iireet of sleep t ytA ibe^ who earned Hf 

dole, may Fortnne'i perfidies for aye fioni her abstaut 1 
Tea, for the perfidies of Fate and se/nmce I'm become Even ■« wai 

Bidir ' of old tima with Hind,' a (earfnl iwiln | 
A lalUng-itoclE among the folk for erer I abide t life and tfaa ixjt 

pen by, jret ne'er my wishes f aCtun), 
" Knoweth mj' lored one when I lee her at the lattioe hig^ Shine at Iba 

ma dutt flameth forth in heaven's blae demeane ? " 
Her tj% ia iharper thui a nrord | the lonl with ccrtair It takes and 

irtftgliig leavea behind, that nothing may fitmin 
Ai at dke eaaement bi^ ihe tat, bcr charm* I migbt eq>y, Fer from 

her dtaeka the cnnooa veil that hid them she had ta'oa. 

* Apparently two well-kaown lorcn 
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Sb* Am al me • Aatl tkct reulted 117 heut ud I becMU The boad- 

mui of dopur, wcm oot with eflbit all ia nin. 
Fawn (rf tbe palace, kaomt tlioti not Out I, to look on ihee. The wmU 

bave tn*ened, &r and wkle, o'er muij a hiS and plain ? 
Read Iheo mj writ and pitj thon the bUdcneti of D17 hlx, Skk, knr» 

diitrao^t, wlthotit a fiiend to wImidi I may complain. 

Now the metchaat't wife aforesaid, who was the none 
of tbe king's daughter, was watching him from a window, 
unknown of him, and [when she beard bis verses], she 
knew that there hung some rare stor^r by bim; so she 
went in to him and said, " Peace be on thee, O afflicted 
one, who Bcquaintest not physician with thy case 1 Verily, 
thou exposes! thyself uuto grievous peril ! I conjure 
thee by the virtue of Him who bath afflicted thee and 
stricken thee with tbe constraint of tove-liking, that thou 
acquaint me with thine aSair and discover to me tbe truth 
of thy secret; for that indeed I have beard from thee 
verses that trouble tbe wit and dissolve tbe body." So he 
acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, 
wbereol she consented unto him, saying, "What shall 
be tbe recompense of whoso goetb with thy letter and 
bringeth thee an answer thereto ? " He bowed his head 
for shame^tness before her [and was silent] ; and she 
said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." 
So be gave her the letter and she took it and carrying 
it to the princess, said to her, " Read this letter and give 
me tbe answer thereta" 

Now tbe liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recita- 
tioD of poems and verges and linked thymes and the 
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twanging [of the strings of the lute], uid she was rersed 
in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, 
read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. 
Then she cast it on the ground and said, "0 nnne, I 
have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the imrse, 
"Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach tioto 
thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee 
and still praise thee for keenness of wit and i^tprehension ; 
so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude 
his heart and weary his souL" " O nurse," tejoined the 
princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this 
letter? Belike he is the stranger ^uth who gave my 
&ther the rubies." "It is himself" answered the 
woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter 
on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other 
than it [from him]." Quoth the nunc, " So be it." So 
the princess called for inkfaom and paper and wrote 
die following Tersest 



O'obdd an thon In dud to me, k tfnnger, tl 

twill but idd to thee niMue 
Now God forbid thoo ihonldst attxiD thj wiihct I What care I If Hum 

have looked mi roe a look tlwt otued thee Imgiiiiihipfnt? 
Who art thon, wretch, that thon ihouldst hope to win roe? WUh thy 

riifme* What wotildit d me? Thy reuon, mre, with pairioo ia 

fonpeoL 
If to my broon than aapire and covet roe, good ladt I What leach 

mch mftdocM can anain of iriiat medicament ? 
Leave ibrmlng, mm/tm.n that thou art, lest, Iioiuid upon the eneti 

IhoD thy pretomptkn in the itead et abjectneM repent 
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D«em not, O 70111b, that I to tb«e incline ; Indeed, no put Hare I fat 

thole wbo walk the wits, the diildren of the tent' 
In the wide world no house thon but, a bomeleu wanderer than: To 

thine own place tbon tha]t be bom^ an object for UmeiiL* 
Forbear thy verse-making, O thon that harboarest in th« caiii[^ Leit M 

the gleemen thoa become a name c£ wonderment. 
How nianr <i loTcr, wbo upira to union with hit lore. For all Ua 

bopet Kem near, ii baulked of that whereon he's bent I 
Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou thalt ne'er obtain; So 

■hall it be, although the time seem near and the erenL 
Thni nnto thee have I Mt forth my cate ; condder well Mr worda, ao 

thon mayit guided be aright bj their intent. 
When she had made an end of her veise^ she folded 
the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and 
went with it to H Abbas. When she gave it to him, be 
took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended ta 
purport ; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned 
•way. After awhile, he came to himself and said, " Praised 
be God wbo bath caused her return an answer to 1117 
letterl Canst thou carry her another letter, and with 
God the Most High be thy requital ? " Quoth she, " And 
what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this 
wise ?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." 
Then he took inkhom and paper and wrote tbe following 
verses: 
Thj letter reached me I when the wordi tbon wiM'tt tbei^ Ircad, H; 

longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on mj bead. 
Yea, wonder-words I read therein, mj tronble that Incxeaaed And 

Onled emaciation wear my body to a «*"t^. 

^ ^ the wandering Araba. * it. alain. 
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Wa«dd God OonkwrnttiAU I oidan te lora of tbM and 1m>« l|r 

fitdi Cor ihj craeli? m all lonpent ind dead 1 
t^ Ua irould I forget Iby iove. Alack, mr hetit dote To bi 

e«Mded, utd 'sMiut tlir wnth noni^t ttuidetli me fai MatL 
Ab tlion'dit TMchnfe to &iTotti me, 'twould li^iten mj dccpalr, Thoogh 

bat tn dnuni thine image 'twcnthUvUtadnijbaL 
hniit aot on n^ weaklmen with th J diadain nor be l^wjoo aod IveMfa 

of lore it* troth to thee attribtUed ; 
For know that hither bare I &ied and come to tUt Of lan^ Bf bopea 

of onioo with thee and neai fruition led. 
How oft Vtc waked, whiUt orer mo mjr oomndea kq« dw watch I 

How manj a atuij watte Vre ooned, how maoy a deast diead I 
From mioe own land, to Tiiit thee, I came at lo*e^ ■•"""" M, For all 

the dittance did forbid, 'twixl me and thee that ipread. 
Wborefore, bf Him wlio letteth watte mj frame, liare nth on mo And 

qnench mj jearntne and the fine b^ pauioo in me led. 
in ^aej't laiment clad, b; thee the ttan oC heaven are ihanwd And in 

■nuie the fall moon ttaiei to *ee th; goodlihead. 
An diaimi, indeed, tboa dou eompnae ; to who shall vie wiA beo 

And whoahaS blamemoif lorknoof ndiafair I'm^xd? 

When be had made an end of bia venei^ he it^ded 
the letter and delivering it to Uie noTBc, charged her 
keep the tecreL So she took it and cairyicg it to 
Marijieh, gave it to her. The prir,cess hmke it open 
and tead it and apprehended its purpoit. Then said 
sh^ "By Allah, O nurse, 017 heart is burdened with 
an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because 
of this coirespondence and of these vetBCS." And the 
nniie made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, tboa 
lit in tby dwelling and tl^ place and thy heart is void 
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of cue ; to retuni him as answer and nek thou oot" 
Accordingly, the princen oiled for inkluuit and p»pa 
and wrote the following verses : 

TIkm UmU tbe dnpe of jcuidng ut, bow mtaj k Melting wi^t In 

wKiting hr the onkept tiyct doth watdi the wcMy eight 1 
If in night*! blacknoi thou hut plnngtd into the desert'i heut And 

hut denied thine efe* the tMte of ileep uid iti delight. 
If Bear ud br th; toiling feet have ttod tlie wart and tboa DerOt and 

Muidi halt entoed nor wonldst be led aright, 
And dar'dit, O dweller in tlie tenti^ to lift thine eTei tc» me. Hoping bf 

ttieH to win of Be the amorou* delight. 
Get thee to patienoe fair, if thon remember Uiee d that WhoM imea 

(quoth the Merdfiil) are ever benedight' 
How many a king for mj tweet nke with odttt Hap hath vied, Still 

etaving union with me and ning for m; right 1 
Whenaa En Nebhan ttrowt to win iny gmce, hinuelf to me With camel 

loada he did commend of mnxk and camphor wliit^ 
And aloe*-wood, to boot, be brought and cailiett Ihll of pearia And 

pfkeleM nUea and tbe like of cortlj genu and Inight ; 
Taa, and black ilavea he pioffered me and tlaT»flrl« Ug with child 

Andateediofpik^ with tplendid anni and trapfdngi rich bedight 
Raiment c€ dik and lendal, too, be broogbt to u for gift, And me in 

narriage aonght therewith ; Jtt, all hii palm deipitc^ 
Of BW he got not what he loaght and brlddees did return, For that 

ftt*n**g*in*tif and diadain were pleaaing In n^ dgiit 
Whoefor^ O atranger, dare tboa not apptiMch ma with dcdv^ Lot 

mln qnidc and pitilcM thy hardihood reqnllo. 

* ** O ye who believe, teek aid of patience and pnQ«r; veril;, God 
k with Ibe pAtienL''— Jf«fWM il 148. 
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When >he had made an end of her venes, ihe folded 
the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it 
and carried it to £1 Abbas. He broke it open and 
read it and apprehended its purport j then took ink- 
horo and paper and wrote the following rersea : 



Indeed, thon'rt told dia tale of Ud^ mod men at niglit, Euh cne ■ 

lion Gerc^ impetoon* In die fight, 
Vbote wiu (like nunc, mluk I) thoo tbdiiat and wfaoM beuti With 

■hefti from out thine eyci bewitching Ihoa didrt imite. 
Vei,UMlhoTsU*e*uidReedi and good and TirgJD gicli Were profiered 

thee to gift, Ihov hut not failed to dte. 
How preienta in great store thon didit refa*e and eke The given, giettt 

mnd imall, with flondng didit reqmte, 
Hiea cune I efter them, desiring thee, with me No Kcond Mve nq> 

•word, my fiUchlon keen end bright 
No ilavei with me have I norcamebtirift of foot. Nor dartgiili have 

I bronghl in cnrtained litten digfat. 
Vet, an thou wilt vouchsafe [by tavonrt nnto me, Hj nbie thoa (halt 

■M the foemen put to flight ; 
Ay, and aroand Baghdad the honemen ihalc behold, Like cloodi that 

wall the woild, full manj a donghtr knight. 
All hearkening to mj word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing 

li pleating to my light. 
If (lave* thon fidn wouldit have by thouiandt every day Or, kneeling 

at thy feet, lee kings of "■''•I'l'' might. 
And k(MKi eke wonidit have led to thee day by d^ And girl^ b%li. 

breuted maidi, and dunieli black and while, 
Lo nnder my command the land of Yemoi ii And trenchant ii nq 

■word againit the foe in fight. 
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Whcnw tha contkn euw whh newt of the^ bow fair Thon wut ukd 

fweet iDd bow tixj viaige dwtie with Ught, 
AIItatl,fat thr iwert Mkc, I left-, »j, I Ibnook Aiii, mj aii^Kid 

duwe kLin lo ue **"t Uslu 
And onto Ink 6ue4 my my to thee to make, And aoitti the itanT 

WMtet P the darkncM of the nlghb 
Then MOt I ipeech to thee In Tcnei luch m bvm The hcut t reproecll 

therein wu none nor yet nnright ; 
Yet with peifidionmen (nre FoRnne'i adt m thoa Ne'er n perfidiooa 

wat) my love tboa dld«t reqtiite 
And deemcdrt me m wai( a homeleti goodJor^VilI^it, A (l»n>b((Dtten 

fant, K WBDtoa, witleM wij^t. 

Then be folded the etter and committed it b> the 
muse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept 
this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself 
between ua." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, 
" my desire is to bring about union between you, though 
I lose that which my right hand possesscth." And he 
■aid, " May God the Most High requite thee with good ! " 
Then she cairied the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, 
"Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the 
correspondence." So she bxik it and breaking it open, 
lead i^ and when she had made an end of it, she turned 
to the nuise and said to her, "This fellow patteth off 
lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath citiea 
and horsemen and footmen at his command and sub- 
mitting to his allegiance; and he sceketh of me that 
which he shall not obtain ; for thou knowest, nurse, 
that kings* sons have sought me in marriage, with present! 
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and rarities ; bat I lutve paid do heed onto anght of this ; 
so bow shall I accept of this fellow, who u the fool * of 
his time and possesseth nought bat two caskets of rubies, 
which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken 
np his abode in the honse of El Ghitrif and abideth with- 
out silver or gold ? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, 
O nuisc, return to him and cut off his hope of me.* 

Accordingly the norse returned to El Abbas, without 
letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw 
that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin 
on her fiice ; so he said to ber, " What is this plight ? " 
Qnotb ehe^ " I cannot set out to thee that which Mariveb 
•aid i for indeed she charged me return to thee mthout 
letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El 
Abbas, " I would have thee carry ber this letter and retum 
not to her without it" Hien be took inkhom and paper 
and wrote the following veiaes t 

Hy tecnt ii diidoMd, die wUeh I •tnm t* Ude; Of thee and 

of thy lore CBOOfli Iiave 1 «b]>ed. 
Uj kintmen and mj friend* for thee I did fomke And left them 

weeping tern that poured u 'twere a tide. 
Yet, to Bi$lid*d I came, where rigour gave me chaw And I wai 

OTetthrown of ernelty and pride. 
RepreBiaii'i draught, by copt, from the belovM'i hand Fve quaffed) 

with colocToIh for wine ihe hath me plied. 
Oft ai I strore to make her keep the troth at love, Onto eoDoeaJ 

ueof • wi^ still would ihe tnni aaide. 

» liL "ipwrant one" (^sM). 
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Ur budf b dfaMhed wltt Mflienan b «ata | Rdenlli^ tcf, nd 

gnc« I hoped iboold yet betide; 
Bat fjgonr Kill balli wued oa me mnd dMi^ed mf cue And lorc 

bath left DM bound, afflicted, weefteg-^ed. 
How long iball I anighti diitnctad ba for lor* Of thee? How 

long th' ftuuilu of grief uid woof Abide? 
Thon, thoD aijor**! repote tnd comfortable ileep^ Nor dt the mit'iki 

leckit by which mj' heart i* wried. 
I watch the itan for wake and praj that dw bdor'd Vxf jet to 

me lelent and Md my lean be dried. 
The paint ot long deiiTe have waited me away % Eitiangement and 

diidaia mj haij lore have tried. 
"Be thou not hard of heait," qnotb L Had y« bat deigned To 

TiA me in dieami, I had been wtiafied. 
Bal iriien ye taw mj writ, the tiandaid je o'erthnw Of Eutb, yonr 

faToon gnidged and aaght of grace "^T^'r^. 
Nay, though ye read therein disconne that nre ihonld tpeak To 

heart and loul, no word thoetinto ye reptied. 
But deemed yourself eecrire bom trmj danging dianae Nor tcdced 

the ebb and flow of Foitnne^ treachenma tide. 
Were my affliction thine, lore'* angnUh hadit thoa dieed And la 

the flaming hell of long estrangeroent aigbed. 
Vet (hall thoa soffer thai which I from thee havo bome And with 

loie'i woes thy heart ihall yet be mortified. 
The bittemeu of false accusing ihalt thou taste And eke the thing 

revenl that thoa art fiun to hide ; 
Yea, be thon loVrt shall be hard-hearted, recUi^ not Of (brtnne'a 

tnmt or fate's caprice*, in his prid& 
Wherewith hrewell, quoth I, and peace be en thee ay^ What 

wliila the btandwi bend, what wfaile the rtan aludo. 
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When be had made an end of his vtnea, he folded dte 
letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried 
it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's 
presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her 
saluudon and she said, "0 my lady, how hard is thy 
heart that thou giudgest to return the salutation I Take 
this l:tter, for that it is the last of that which shall come 
to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning 
and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause 
of thy destruction ; for I am certified that thon purposest 
my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she 
commanded to beat the nurse ; whereupon the latter went 
forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and 
absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came 
to the house of El Abbas. 

When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a 
sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen 
thee? Set out to me thy case." " God on thee," answered 
she, ** nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect 
me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell I " 
Then she related to him that which had betided her with 
Mariyeh ; which when he heard, there took him the 
sbame&stness of the generous and this was grievous 
unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth ct his heart 
and he said to the nurse, " How much hadst thou of 
Mariyeh every month ? " " Ten dinars," answered she, 
and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand 
to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave 
them to her and said, " Take this for a whole year's wage 
and turn not a^iin to serve any one. When the yeat 
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is oat, I will give thee two jeasif wage, for that iboa luwt 
weuied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off 
of thy dependence upon Hariyeh." 

Moreover, he gave her a complete luit of dothes and 
raising his head to her, said, ** When thon toldeet me that 
which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the 
love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur 
to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who 
tumeth hearts and eyes I It was she who was the caoae 
of my c»ming out from Yemen, and now the ttme is past 
for which I engaged with my people and I feai lest my 
father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, fot 
that he hath no chUd other than myself and cannot biook 
to be parted from me ; and on like wise is it with my 
mnther." When the nurse heard bia words, she said 
to him, **0 my lord, and which of the kings is thy 
father?" **Hy father is El Axis, lord of Yemen and 
Nubia and the Islands* of the Benou Kehtan and the 
Two Noble Sanctuaries* (God the Most High have diem 
in His keei»ngl)," acsweied El Abbas; "and wfaenas be 
taketh hoise, there mount with him an hundred and 
twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiteis with the 
sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, 
all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my com- 
mandment" ** Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurso 

I ia. Fenunnla. Jairth (nng. rHjaeSr, blud*} b comtintl; med by 
the Antba in Uii* •enie ; hence moch spparent c 



U Mecca and Uediaa> 
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* didst thoo coaceal the secret of thjr rank and lineage and 
passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace 
before thee by leasoa of our shortcoming in lendering 
thee thy due I What shall be our excuse with thee^ and 
thou of the SODS of the kings ? " But he rejoined, " By 
Allah, thou hast not fallen short I Nay, it is incumbent 
on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be &r 
distant ftom thee." 

Then he called his servant Aamtr and said to him, 
"Saddle the horses." When the nuise heard his words 
and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses 
and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran 
down upon her cheeks and she said to him, " By Allah, 
thy separation is grievous to me, solace of the eye 1 " 
Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intend so 
we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy 
report?" Quoth be, **I go hence to visit Akil, die son of 
my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the 
camp of Knndeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years 
have I not seen htm nor he me; wherefore I purpose to 
repair to him and discover his news and return hither. 
Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the wiU of God 
the Most High." 

So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband 
•nd set 00^ intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. 
Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place 
forty days* journey ; so El Abbas settled himself on the 
back of his conrsei and his servant Aamo' mounted also 
and they fiired forth on their way. Presently, £1 Abbas 
turned right and left and recited the fbllowing verses : 
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I am the clumplan-iIsTcr, die wmnior witboat poa t ^7 Imi I di^, 

deHiojing: the hotfi, when I appeu. 
Tbw*td( El Akil 117 journey I lake | to <rUt Um, The WMtc* in pnlM 

■nd Mfety I tntTcne, withont feu, 
Jkai aU the dcaeit ipacei deroor, whOri tB mj nie. Or U In iport at 

CMiiMt,* Hill Aamir giveth ear. 
WhokttetholothiiKl'iethciirwar, I ipriog on him. At tprinseth Ijax 

0( puitber apon the frighted deer ; 
With tnui I o'erwbelm him uid abjtctaen ud woe And came him 

floafif the goUet of death and diatance drear, 
Wdl-ground m; poUtbed iword ■• and thin and keen of edge And 

tnnchant, eke, for iioitiDg and long mjr iteel-baTbed ipear. 
80 fell and fierce mj dioke ix, if on a monnCain high It lit, thoo^ all 

of gianile, ri^ throogh lu midit 'twould ihear. 
Nor troop* ha*e I nor henchnen dot one to lend me aid Save God, to 

whom, m; Maker, mj voice in [nwte I rear. 
Tit He who pardoneth encn alike to ilaTeand fieaj On Him la n^ 

leliance In good and erilchee^ 

TbcD thej fell to joimeying n^ht and day, aod as they 
went, behold, they sighted a camp <d the camps of the 
Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that 
it was the camp of the Beaou Zuhieb. Now there were 
around them sheep and cattl^ such as filled the earth, and 
they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, 
upon whom they still made raids and took his catde; 
wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that 
he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came 

> It. whether <ni a matter of apoit, mch m tiie chate^ or a granr 
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Dear die camp, he dismooDted from Ut conner and hit 

•ervant Aaroir also dismonnted ; and diey set down the 
victual and ate their saffictency and rested awhile of the 
day. Then said the pmct to Aamir, " Fetch water and 
give the hones to drink and draw water fnt in in tlqr 
water-bag, by way of prorisioii for the road." 

So Aamir took the water-skin and made f(% the water ; 
but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men 
with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, 
"Whither wilt tboo, O yoath, and of which of the 
Arabs art thou?" "Horky^ lads," answered he, "fill 
me my water-skm, for that I am a stranger man and a 
wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." 
Quoth they, "Thoa ait no wayfivet, but a spy from 
£1 AkO^ camp." Then they took him and carried him 
to [thdr king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came 
before him, be said to him, "Of which of the Arabs 
ait thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a waybrer." And 
Zuheir said, "Vnience coroest thou and whither wilt 
thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aarair. 
When he named Akil, those who were present were 
agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes 
and said to him, "What is thine eiiand with Akil?" 
Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I." 

When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his 
bead ; bat his Viuer said to him, " Slay him not, till his 
friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves 
to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El 
Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the 
nunmoDS of King Zuheir." "What would the kin;: 
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widi tne?" $Aei h^ and they Huwered, "We know 
not" Quoth h<% "Who gave Ae king oew» of me?" 
"We wcDt to draw water," answered thqr, "and found 
a man by the water. So we questiooed him of bis cas^ 
but he would not acquaint as therewith; wherefore we 
carried bim perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned 
bim of his case and be told bim that be was going to 
AkiL Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposedi 
to betake himself to his camp and make prize <rf his 
o&pring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El 
Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they 
replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring 
the king eveiy year a thousand dinars and a thousand 
sbe-camela, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred 
horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty stave-girls; 
but it hath reached the king tliat Akil purposeth to give 
nought of this; wherefore be is minded to go to him. 
So hasten thou witb us, ere the king be wroth with thee 
and with us." 

Then sdd El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit l^ my 
anus and my horse till I return." But they answered, 
saying, "By Allah, tiiou prolongest discourse widi that 
which beseemeth not of words t Make baste, or we will 
go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay 
diee and to sUy thy convade and take that which is 
with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked 
and he cried out at them with a ay that made them 
tremble. Theo he sprang upon bis horse and settling 
bimself in the saddle^ galloped till he came to the king's 
assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, 
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laying, ["To hone,] caTalienl" And lereDed his apeu 
at the pavilion wba«in was Zoheir. Now there were 
about him a thousand smiters with the swoid; but £1 
Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from aitmnd 
him, and there abode none in the teot sare Zuheir and 
his vizier. 

Then came np El Abbas to the door of the tent, and 
therein were foniHud-twenty golden doves; so be took 
them, after he had beaten them down with the end <rf 
his laoGb Then he called out, sajiug, "Harkye, Zuhorl 
Doth it not suffice thee that thou bast quelled El Akil's 
repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who 
sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he 
is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the 
Benou] Shciban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, 
covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of 
him bath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice 
thee that thou hast orphaned his children' and slain his 
men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make 
thee drink the cup of death! " So saying, he drew his 
swotd and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the 
steel issue, gleaming &om the tendons of his throat. 
Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder. 

As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and 
said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead 
man I " So El Abbas went np to him and found him 
cast down on his back and chained with four chains to 
faor pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to 

1 A(.tbedIldntt<rfUil^tiiiK-nnwhomth(niilew«st 
VOL. m. f 
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bim a Uttl^ and presently ibey lo<Aed, and behold, hone- 
men making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand 
cavalieis, with Sehl ben Kaab in thdr van, mounted upon 
a je^black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled 
fimn him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, 
cleave fast to my bone and guard my back." Aamir did 
as he bade him, whereupon El Abbaa cried out at the 
folk and foiling upon them, overthrew their braves and 
slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not 
one of them knew what was to do nor with irtiom he 
ftni^L Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the 
king is slain ^ so with whom do we wage war? .Indeed 
ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, 
or not one of yon will be saved." 

Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that 
which was upon them of harness of war, came before 
El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his 
protection. So he held his hand from them and bade 
them gather tc^ether the spoils. Then he took the 
riches and the slaves and the cameb, and they all be- 
came his U^;e-men and his retainers, to the number 
(according to that which ii said) of fifty thousand hoise. 
Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him 
from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst 
them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and 
there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for 
Akils abiding-place; so they fared on six days and 
on tbe seventh day they came in s^ht of the camp. 
B Abbas bade hit man Aamir forego him and give 
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AUl tin glad newi of hii cousin'i coming. So bo 
rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave hin 
the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest 
of his tribe. 

Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the 
alai^hter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced 
also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moie- 
over, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and com- 
manded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, 
should tan; behind. So they did his biddmg and going 
forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs* distance 
from the camp. When they met him, they all dis- 
mounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced 
and clapped hands.' Then they returned, rejoidi^ in 
the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter (rf* their 
enemy, to the camp, where tenta were pitched for the 
new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and 
beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and 
(» this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjt^ment 
of all delight and solace of life. 

To return to King El Azix. When his son El Abbas 
left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding 
desolation, he and his mother ; and when tidings of 
him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and 
die prince returned not], the kii^ caused public pro- 
clamation to be made, commanding all his troops to 
make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son 

> Anb fuliion of thaUns hud!. See my " Book of tbe Thotuud 
Night* •nd One Ni^" Vol IX. p. 171, note. 
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El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time 
DO cause of hiodnmce dot excuse should be admitted 
unto anj. So on the fourth day, the king bade number 
the troops, and behold, thej were four^nd-twentjr 
thousand hone, besides aerrants and followers. Ac- 
cordingly, they reared the standards and the drams 
beat to depaituie and the Ung set out [with bii army^ 
intending foi Baghdad; nor did he cease to &ie on 
widi aQ dUigence, till he came within half a day's 
toumey of the city and bade hia troops encamp in 
[a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they 
{Htched the tents there, till the conntiy was straitened 
with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green 
iMOcad^ broidered with pearls and jewels. 

When El Am had sat awhile, he sommoned the 
mamelnke* of his son El Abbas, and they were fiv^ 
and-twenQr in number, besides half a score slave-girls, 
M they were moons, fire of whom die king had t»ought 
with him and other fire he had left with the prince's 
mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he 
cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and 
bade thnn mount like horses of one and the same 
&8hion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their 
l(»d El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed 
through the [streets and] markets, and there abode m 
Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze 
on them and divert himself with the sight of their 
beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and 
at dieir clothes and horses, for that they were even aa 
moons. They gave not over going tiU they came to the 
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loyal palace, where they halted, and the king looked 
at them and seeing their beauty and the goodlineu of 
their apparel and the brigbtnesa of their &cea, naii, 
"Wonld I knew of which of the tribei these aiel" 
And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them. 

So he went ont to them and questioned them of theti 
case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, 
** and question him of Prince £1 Abbas, if he have come 
nnto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a AiU- 
told year agone, and indeed longing for him tioubleth the 
king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards 
and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may 
light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, ** Is there 
amongst yon a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by 
Allah I " answered they, ** But we are all his mamelukea 
and the bonghten of his money, and his father El Asis 
hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go tboa 
to diy lord and question him of the prince and return 
to ns with that whid) he shall answer you." " And where 
it King El Aziz?" asked' the eunuch; and they replied, 
" He. is encamped in the Green Meadow."' 

The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, 
"Indeed, we have been neglectAil with regard to 
El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? 
By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was 
of the sons of the kings 1 " The Lady Afifeh, his wife, 
■aw him lamenting tor [his usage of] El Abbas and said 

■ UL a ddt MMdow {mtrf ttlUy Thii k pretabtp a nMnif 
sariptkn fcr merfntlU, a treelesi chuopaigD, 
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to him, "O Hag, iriut is it thoa regrettest with thii 
exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the 
Btranget yoQtfa, who gave iw the mbiea?" "Assuredly," 
answered she; and he said, "Yonder yooths, who have 
baited in the palace court, are his mamelukea, and his 
father King El Aziz, loid of Yemen, hath pitched his 
camp io the Green Meadow ; for he is come with his anny 
to seek him, and the number of his troops is [fonr-and-] 
twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], 
and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and 
had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling 
him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the 
palace] and entertain them. 

The king gave ear to ber connsd and despatching the 
eunuch for the mamdokes, assigned them a lodging and 
•lud to them, "Have patience, till the king give yoa 
tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his 
wotds, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their 
much longing for the sight (rf their lord. Then the king 
bade the queen enter the privy chamber* and let down 
the curtain* [before the door thereof]. So she did tfait 
and he summoned them to bis presence. When thqr 
•tood before Mm, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, 
and showed forth their breeding* and magnified hit 
dignity. He bade them ai^ but they refused, till he 

> t.t. one of the mmU roMDi opening npon the bell of aadicDM of 
nloon of ettate. 
* So ihe might hear Mid lee whet peaed, bendf wwmd. 
' Or knowledge of court etiquette. 
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coDJnied them by their lord El Abtus. So they eaX down 
and he caused set before them food of various kinds and 
fhiits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's 
palace was an underground way communicating with the 
inlace of the princess Mariyeb. So the queen sent aflei 
her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand 
behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas 
was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his 
mamelukes. Moieovo', she told her that the prince's 
Either had levied his troops and was come with his army 
ia quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the 
Green Meadow and despatched these nuunelukes to make 
enquiry of theii lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon 
them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodUness 
of their afquiel, till they bad eaten their fill of food and 
the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted 
to them the story of El Abbas and diey took leave of him 
and went away. 

As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her 
palace, she bethought herself concerning the affiiir of 
B Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and 
the love of him took root in her heart So, when the 
night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women 
and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which Et Abbas 
had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She 
gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose 
m the morning, she called a damsel of her slave^girls, 
Shefikeh by name, and said to her, " O damsel, I purpose 
to discover to thee mine a&ir, and I charge thee keep 
my secret; to wit, I would have thee bet«ke thyself to the 
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house of the none, who used to Kive me, and fetch ha 
to me^ for that I hare grave occasioQ for her." 

According, Sbefikeh went out and repuiing to the 
aime^B hotue, fonnd her dad m ^>parel other' than 
that vhich ihe had been wont to wear aforetime. So 
the lahited her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou 
this dress, than which there is no goodlier ? ' " O 
Sbefikeh," answered the nuise, "thou deemest that I 
have gotten* no good save of thy roistnss ; but, by Allah, 
had I eDdeavoored for her destruction, I had d<me [that 
which was my right], fai that she did with me what 
thoa knowett* and bade the eunuch beat me, without 
ofience of me oomtmtted; wherefore do thoa tdl her 
that he, an whose behalf I bestiired myadf with her, 
hadi made me quit of her and her homoan, for d>at be 
hath clad me b dni habit and given me two hundred 
and fifty dioara and pnxnised me the like thereof ensf 
year and charged me seire noae of the folk." 

Quoth Shefikel^ "My mtstresa bath occasion far 
tfue; so come thou with me and I will engage to re- 
store thee to thy dwelling in weal and safeQr." But 
the ntose answered, saying "Indeed, her palace is 
become forbidden* to me and nerer again will I enter 
therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and 
exalted be Hel) of His &voar and bom^y hath tendered 

^ i,*. ridiv. 

* Lit what ilw did. 

* ^ MbwMd M nniawfid h a rdglOM MBM (4lPM^ 
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Be indepeDdent of her." So Shefikeh returned to bet 
mistress and acqaainted her with the nuise's wordi 
and that wherein ibe was of affluence; whereupon 
Mariyeh confessed the tmseemliness of hei dealing with 
her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; 
and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst 
dte fire of longing flamed in her heart 

Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Aid! 
twenty days, after which he made ready for tbe journey 
to Baghdad and letdng bring the booty he had gotten 
of King Zubctr, divided it between himself and his cousin. 
Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within 
two days' journey of the dty, he called his servant Aamir 
and bade him mount hu charger and forego him with the 
baggage-tiain and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] 
£ued on till he come to Baghdad, and the season of his 
entering was the first of the day ; nor was there little 
child or hoary old man in the d^ but came forth to divert 
himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon 
the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were 
amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the 
king dtat the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth 
from him, was come back with herds and rarities and 
slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn 
without the dty, whilst his servant Aamir was presently 
come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- 
places for his Icrd) wherein he should take up his 
abode. 

When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent 
te him and let bring him before him; and when he 
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entered bis ptesence, he kissed the eardt and sainted and 
showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the 
goodliest of compliments. The king bade him nise his 
head and questioned tum of his lord £1 Abbas; where- 
upon be acquainted him with his tidings and told him 
that which had bedded him with King Zuheir and of the 
army that was become at his commandment and of the 
spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, be gave him to knov 
that £1 Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him 
more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his com- 
mandment When the king beard his speech, he bade 
decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to 
equip themselves with the richest erf' thdr apparel, in 
honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent 
to give King £1 Aziz the glad tidings of bis son's return 
and acquainted him with that which he bad beard from 
the prince's servanL 

When the news reached El Aziz, be rejoiced with an 
exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway 
took horse, be and all his army, what while the trumpets 
sounded and the musicians played, that the eaidi quaked 
and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. 
When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttep- 
most of repentance of that which she bad wroughten 
against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her 
vitals. Meanwhile, the troops* sallied forth of Baghdad 
and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted 

* U. tbOM of El Adt, who had appuendj entered ths dij oi 
lulled Ihrooj^ it on thdr way to the camp of El Abba^ 



)vGoo'^lc 



107 

in a meadow called the Green tiland. When he espied 
the approaching host, he knew not what they were; 
•0 be itrained his gight and seeing horsemen coming 
and troops and footmen, said to those about him, 
"Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of 
nrions kinds ; but) as for the great green standard that 
ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is 
reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his 
head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come 
oat in quest of me." And he wu certified ctf this, he 
and his troops. 

[So he &red on towards them] and when he drew near 
onto them, he knew them and they knew him ; whereupon 
they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, 
gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. 
When he came to his &ther, they embraced and greeted 
each other a long time, whilst neither of (hem availed 
onto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them 
of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount ; 
io they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and 
they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and 
in the highest worship and glory. 

The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, 
with the rest of those who came out^ to divert herself 
with gazing upon the show, and when she saw £1 Abbas 
and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and 
that which he bad brought back with him of herds and 
slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised 
and redted the following venes; 
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El AUm* bam Akfl U* ftod (• come ifda | PdK btfh ha Mwla 

of (teed* and many a baggage-train; 
Tm, honet hath he brought, foil fair of dmpt and fan^ WhoM 

coDan, anklet-like, ring to the brldl^nda, 
Ttpti of hoofi and itnlglii of ttatnie, hi the deat They pnoei^ M 

Uke » Bood thej pour acrou tbe plain; 
And CB tbdr Mddla peitlied are wairi«i ^dHj dad, That wtth 

their handi do mite on kettle-drama amafai. 
Cattimd are thetr Bmbet ipean, rig^t long and Utbe of poia^ Kaea 

groun d and poliabed sheer, flmflring wit ""^ bvaina 
Ww d*i«a with Aem to cope drawa death itpoa Uaadf; Ye^ «f 

Hkt deadly lance incontinent bc^ llahv 
Cent, then, companion! mine, rejoice with bm and my^ "AH hdl 

U the^ O friend, and welcome fidr and btnl" 
For iriiaao doth rejoioe In mcetli^ him ihall have Largewa and giSa 

g^re at hia ditnoondng gain* 

When Ibe tioopa CDtered Baghdad, «ach of them 

a^hted in hia pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart 
in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter 
for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them 
of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread tbe 
tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat 
of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the countiy 
came to him with presents and rarities and he requited 
them many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands 
wen filled with his tidings and the report of him was 
bruited abroad among the folk of the deseita and the 
dties. 
Then, when be tode to his house that he had bought. 
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die shopkeeper and his wife cune to him uid gm him 
joy of his laftty ; wherenpoD he ordered them three swift 
thoroughbred hones and ten dronedaiies and an hundred 
head of sheep and dad them both in sumptnous dresses 
of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and tea 
Idack slaves and 66f horses and the like number at she- 
camds and three hundred head of sheep, together with 
twoi^ ounces of mtuk and aa many of camphor, and 
■ent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came 
to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed 
wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave 
gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon 
great and small, each after the measure of his station, 
save onfy Mariydi ; for unto her he sent nothing. 

This was grievous to the i»incess and it irked her sore 
that he should not remember her ; so she called her ilave- 
giil Sh^kdi and said to her, ** Go to £1 Abbas and salute 
him and saj to him, ' What hindereth diee from sending 
nqr lady Mariyeh her part of thy booty?"* So Shefikeh 
betook henelf to him and when she came to his door, the 
chamberiains refused her admission, ontil they should 
have gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, 
El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of 
q>eech [with him] ; to he dismissed his mamelukes and 
add to her, " What is thine errand, O handmaid of good ? " 
"O my lord," answered she, " I am a slave-girl of the 
Princess Hariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth 
her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safe^ 
and reproocheth thee for that thou breakest her heart, 
alone of all ttie folk, fix that thy la^esse embraceth great 
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and snuD, yet hut thou not lemembered bet with aught 
vt thy booty. Indeed, it is as if thou badst haideoed thy 
heart against her." Quoth h^ " Extolled be the perfec- 
tioQ of hint who tumeth hearts I By Allah, my vitals 
were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of 
my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native 
land and left my people and my home and my wealth, 
and it was with her that b^an the hardheartedness and 
the cruel^. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no 
malice and needs must I send her somewhat whereby 
she may remember me; for that I abide in bcr land 
but a few days, after which I set out for the land of 
Yemen." 

Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence 
a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, 
wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and 
jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto 
two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put 
off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with 
gold, wherein were divers figures and semUants de- 
pictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the giri's 
wit fled for joy and she went forth irom his preseoce and 
returned to her mistress. When she came in to her, she 
■cquunted her with that which she had seen of £1 Abbas 
aod that which was with him of servants and attendants 
and [set oat to her] the loftiness of his station and gave 
her that which was with bcr. 

Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that 
necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the 
lustit thereof, she looked at her slave^l and said to her, 
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" By Allah, O Shefikdi, me look at him vere liefer to me 
than all that my hand ponesseth I Would I knew what 
I shall do, whcnat Baghdad is empty of him and I hear 
00 tidings of him t " Then she wept and calling for ink- 
hoto and paper and poi of brass, wrote the following 



StlU do I Ttain, wUM pudon't fire fluna b bj Htct aye) Fm 

paitiiig'i ihafb h«ra onllten me ind done m; itrength ainjr. 
Oft for thjr lore m I wonld be conioled, my Tcamiiif tonu To-theB> 

wird itill and my dedret laj itnaa idU gutukjr. 
My tnuwpoits I omceal bufearaT thaw thereon that qiy; Yet down 

mj dieek* the lean conne still and tdH my caie bewr^r. 
Mo leit li there for me, no life wherein I nuf dehght. Nor pleasant 

meat nor diink availi to please me, night or day. 
To whom save thee iliall I complain, of whom relief implore, WhoH 

Image caose to Tialt me, what while in dreams I lay? 
Kepraach me not for what I did, but be thon kind to one WhoV 

uck of body and whose heart Is wasted all away. 
He fire of love-lonKing I hide ; sereiaoce consnmeth me, A thnU 

o( care, for long desire to wakefutness a prey. 
Uidmoat the watchei of the night I see ihee, in a dream; A lying 

dream, for he I lore my love dolh not repay. 
Woold God thm knewett that for loTe of thee whidi I oidiire I 

It bath indeed brought down on me Mtrangement and dismay. 
Kead tluM my writ and apprehend it* purport, for my case Tliia is 

and Tate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay. 
Know, then, the woe* that hare be&U'n a lover, neither gnidge Ha 

•ecnt to cooceal, bnt keep her coimsel still, I pny. 

Then she folded the leRer and givii^ it to her slave. 
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^il, bide her ovrf it to El Abb« and bring back hia 
ansrer tiMrelo. According, Shefikeb took the letter 
and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had 
fought leave of him to admit her. When ahe came in 
to him, she fbond with him five damsels, as they were 
moons, clad in [rich] ^pard and ornaments ; and when 
he saw her, he said to her, "What Is thine occasion, O 
handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him 
with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one 
(d his sUve^ls receive it from her. Then he took it 
liom tbe girl and breaking it open, read it and appre- 
hended its purport; whereupcn **We are God's and 
to Him we retum I " exclaimed he and calling for ink- 
h<Hii and papei^ wrote the following veisea i 

I Murd for that to *(r tofe I tee Aim bow hcHMb What tea 

m; heart, Indeed, te bin to Inn amy fnan tUm*. 
Wbileie, the *enei that I made it wa« thy woot to fioot, Sajiaft 

"No puMT bj the way' hath part in me or nuaa; 
How many a king to me hUh come, of troops and gvuda ennedt 

And Baetiian camda brought with him, in many a bden line, 
And dionedariei, too^ of price and goodly tteedi and nrift Of 

many a noble breed, yet bund no bTov in my ^ne 1 " 
TlieD, after them came I to tltee and union did entieat And unto 

thee Kt forth at length my eaie and my dedgn; 
Yea, all my panion and detdre and lore-loi^ing in -nxae, Al pearit 

in goodly order itmng it were, I did auhiine^ 
Yet thoD lepaidit me with conitiaint, rigovr and perfidy. To irtiiA 

no lover might hlmaelf on any wiae nngb 

■ Lit none of the lou of the road. 
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How mui7 a bidder snto love, ft Mcretcivrlng wlg^t, How maj 

* iwun, complaining, nith of dettiny milign, 
** How minj a cap with bittemen o'afluwiiig have I qnaSed I I naks 

m^nouK^wae*, irikeie«t It boot* not to Rpiac" 
QnoQi thod, "The goodliest of thlnp ii patience and it* an: la 

practics ttttl fwnlHnf^ doth gnide to all that's fidr and fi^** " 
WberefciTc &ir patience look tiei nae^ for mre 'di praiiewarthf i Tea, 

and ill isniea eTennore are bleuM and benign t 
And hope thon not for aoght from me, who nek not widi a folk To 

nix, who ma; with abjectnen infect mjr royal lino, 
Thia i* my nying t t^tprehend it* purport, then, and know I mij Ii 00 

wiae yield MDMDt to tliat thon ioUixgiat. 

Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delirered it 
to the damsel, who b>ok it and carried it to her miitresi. 
When the princess read the letter and apprehended its 
contents, she said, " Meseemeth he recalleth to me that 
which I did aforetiine.'' Then she called dx inkhom and 
p^>er and wrote the following verses : 

He, tU I etriden was therewith, to km Oos OSOxt ndt^ And wtlh 

ettiBDgement now, alaa I beap*M aoiTowi on my (plight 
The sweet of (himbcr after thee I bam Ibnwomt indeed Hw kisaof 

theo hath smitten me with trouble and affii^il. 
How loi^ shall I, in wearioese, for this eatianganent pine, Wbat wh&t 

the spiel of icTerance'do watch me all the ni^t? 
Hj royal coadi hare I Ibfswan, seqaestering myielf From all, aad 

ban mine eye* fbibid the taste of sleep's deli^iL 

>U.die*tMi 
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Tlun ttafht'it me what I etDiiat bear; afflicted •(»« am I; Tea, thiM 

hatt waited me awaf with ligonr and detpite. 
V*t, I conJDic thee, blame me not for paidoo and desir^ Me whoH 

estiangement long halh braoKht to tick and tony pHf^t. 
Sort, lore dolh rigonr me beiet, iti oniUnghti bring me near Unto the 

UnutDCM of the grare, ere la the thrond I'm dight. 
So b« tho« kind to me, for loTe m; bodj waiteth lor^ Hw thnll of 

panion I'm become ili Giu cunuime me quite. 

Manyeh folded the letter ind gsre it to Shefikeh, 
bidding her casiy it to El Abbas. So she took it «nd 
going with it to his door, would have entered ; but the 
chamberlains and KrviDg-mea forbade her, till they had 
gotten her leave from the prince. When ahe went la 
to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five 
damseb aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. 
So she gave him the letter and he took it and read 
ib Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name was 
Kbefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune 
her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So 
she came forward and toniog the lute, pUyed thereon 
in four-and-twenty modes ; after which she returned to 
the first mode and sang the following verses : 

Upon the paidng day ottt lore* bum « did fae And left ni to oidBtC 



WhenM the bnrdent all were baoDden on end ahilll Hie ctund-leadei'i 

call lang oat acroa Che air, 
Pail flowed my tear* ; detpair gat bold open my «miI And need* mine 

eyelid* mn*t the iwect of ileep forbear. 
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I wept, but thoae wba ipied to put u had bo ratli On me dot on tlw 

fina tbat In my vitali itrt, 
Woe't me for one who bun* for lore md loag^ pain I AIm for tba 

regnti my heait that imd and tear I 
Tb wbMD thall I complain of what i( in my Mol, Now thoa ait gone 

and I my pillow mnit fonwear? 
The flamei of loog denie wax on me day by day And te aw^ ue 

^tched the tent-pcde* of my &ir. 
O breete of heaTen, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thoa 

betn^r the troth of my dapair ; 
^Thenai thoa panest by the dweUingi of my loTC^ Greet him for me 

with peace, a greeting debonair. 
And Mattel muik on him and ambergii% m long Ai time enduici i for 

this ii all my with and care. 

When the damsel had made an ead of her soi^, El 
Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose- 
water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when 
be called another damsel (now there was on her of 
linen and clothes and OToaments that which beggareth 
description, and she was endowed with brightness and 
loveliness and symmetry and peifection, such as shamed 
the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from 
the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and 
said to her, " O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy 
lute and sing to us upon die days of sepafation." She 
answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and 
taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from 
her head,' in a plaintive vcnce, and sang the following 

> iA in falietto? 
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Erind^ tbe ton Bow ever, la mockery of my pain ; Uj heart b lick 

(ot ■er'nnce ud lore-l'inging in ndn. 
All vuted b my bod j and boweU lortored tore t Lon'i fire on m« idll 

wuteth, mine eyes with teui itill ndn. 
Wlmni the fire of panlon Bamed in my hreait, with tean. Upon th* 

day oC wailing to qneach it I vai fain. 
Deaiie halh left me waited, afflicted, ioi« aliaid. For the apy know* 

die aecret whereof I do complain. 
WhcD I recall the *ea«on ct love-delight with thoa, Hm nveet «l 

deep fonakea me, my hody waste* amain. 
ThoM who oar paiting plotted oni wr'nuice atill delight*; Tht 

•piei, Ibr feufbl prudence, their wiih of ni attain. 

1 fear me lor taj body Erom licknei* and luiiest, Lett of the fear fli 

•ev'iance it be betrayed and ilain. 

When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbai 
•aid to ber, " Well done t Indeed, thou quickenest heart! 
from BoiTows." Then he called another damsel of th$ 
daughters of the Medes, by name Meijaneh, and said 
to her, "O Meijaneh, sing to me upon the days of 
separation." " Hearkening and obedience," answered 
she and iDprovising, sang the following verses ; 

"FUrpatkoce ptactiie, (or thereoa itill fidloweth content.'* 80 nas 

the icde 'mongat all that dwell in dty or in teot. 
How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pai^ 

Wiat iriule my body (or dence In mortal peril went I 
How oft rv« waked, how many a cop of toirow have I drahie^ 

Watdiing the ttm of night go by, for ileeplei* lancoUhmentl 
It hnd anfficed m^ had thy grace with verae* oome to mmt Hy 

iTpfy^'t'"" (tin oa thee In the fondawna waa bent. 
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TkcB wa* m; bewrt by diat wlich cxued my igjtatian NUcd, And 

from mine eyelidt Mill Am tMn poured down withoU relent 
Ym, nefcnoore I ceaied from that wherewith I ttcick^ wat ; Uj 

night with wakdtdneM wm filled, my heart with dresriment. 
BU now huh Allah fion mf beait bloUed tb« lore of the^ After 

far coMtancy Td grown a name of woodennoU. 
Hmgc m the morrow forth I &Te and leave joai land faeUndt 

So take yoor leave of tu nor fear miihap or HI ercnL 
Vhenai In bodj jt from M are br remored, woold God I knew 

who thall to tu himself with newi of fon ptewntl 
And «4io can tell If ever hooM iludl na together bring Ib nian 

of UXt aerene and nDdistnrbed contoit ? 

When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, die 
prince said to her, " Well done, O damsel 1 Indeed, thou 
■lyeflt a thing that had occurred to my mind and mj 
tODgue was like to speak it" Then he signed to the 
fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Huso, 
and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the 
[•ame] subject So ahe tuned her lute and ung tiie 
following veises : 

Fair padenn n^ far eaas atUl fbllowedi after Mraa And all ddnp 

bare their dme and onliiiance no Icm, 
Tboogfa FoTtnne iriiilea to thee belike n>r ba ■njntt. Her aaaao na 

change and mui'i exctued If he tramgre^ 
la bcr RTolTiDK Bcheme^ to bitter iweetneai ttill Soeceed* and thingt 

become itni^t, after ccookedneaa. 
nine honour, therefore, gnaid and eke itj lecict keep, Nor lave 

to (Me free-bom and tne thy caie confeM. 
The Lord*! altenwtjrei aie theae, wherewith ne'e went The needy 

wntdi tt> ifir and thaae in aon dnrena. 
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When £3 Abbas heard her vertes, they pleased htm 
and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! 
Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart 
and [banished] the things that had occuired to my 
mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the 
fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians 
and whose name was Merdyeb (now she was the direst 
of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was 
like onto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and 
loveliness and brightness and peifection and justness 
of shape and symmetry and had a &ce tike the new 
moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said 
to her, "O Mernyeh, come forward and tune thy lute 
and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we 
aie resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." 
Now this damsel had met many kings and had con- 
sorted with the great; so she tuned hei lute and sang 
the following verses: 

Hmj the place at my letdra n^cc lack theo 1 Oh, wli^, II7 heart'* 

lore, hut thon uddeaed mj mind snd mloe eye ? ' 
By ihj lansoo,* who dwelleit alone in aj heart. In Aetptli for the Ion 

ofdwloredoneam I. 
So, by Allah, O richeU of all nen U dunn*, Vooduafe to a brer, 

who'* bankrupt well-nigfc 
Of patience, thj whilom eDdenmienu again, lliat I nercr M anj 

dtnlged, nor denj 

* t^, by Aloe absence. 

* Common abtHreriation br " May t be thy ransom I " 
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The appMof oS mj kcd, m 07 ttccM and uiimm I m^ b«B and mint 

enemiei' malice deff. 
Thine approof which thall dothe Me In nobletf atdie And mj rank io 

the ejM of the people niie hi^ 

When she had made an end of her song, all who trere 
in the assembly wept for the daintiness of ber speech and 
the sweetness of her voice and £1 Abbas said to her, 
"Well done, O Merziyebl Indeed, thou confoundest the 
wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance 
of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing 
upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls 
and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the 
nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, 
her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of 
El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without 
letter or answer, acquainted ber with bis case and that 
wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty 
and venenmce and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she 
told ber what she had seen of the slave-girls and their 
circumstance and that which they bad said and how they 
had made £1 Abbas desirefid of returning to his own 
country by the redtadon of venes to the sound of the 
strings. 

When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she 
«ept and lamented and was like to depart the world. 
Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, 
I will instruct thee of somewhat that it not hidden from 
God the Most High, and it is that tboa watch over me 
till God the Most High decree the accompUshraeot of 
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tbon the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me 
and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will 
lire after me, and if God the Most High decree against 
him and his days come to an end, do thou give one 
chaige to shiond as and buiy us both in one grave." 

Then her case changed and her colour paled; and 
when Shefikeb saw her mistress in this plight, she 
TCpaired to her mother and told her that the lady 
Maiiyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath 
this befallen hei?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh 
answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was 
confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that 
she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. 
So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her 
eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for 
shamefasiness before her. The qneen questioned her 
of her case and she said, "I entered the bath and it 
stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding 
pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High 
that it will cease." 

When her mother went oat from her, Mariyeh fell 
to chiding the damsel for that which she had done and 
said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; 
so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge 
thee return not to the like of this fashion." Then she 
swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when 
she came to herself she saw Shefikeh weeping over her ; 
whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and 
the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, " Lay 



)vGoO'^lc 



dieni in a n^kin of damaak and carry them to £t Abbu 
and acquaint Urn with that wherein I am for the 
persistence cS estrangement and the eSects of forbid- 
dance." So Shefikeh took them and earned them to 
El Abbas, whom she foond in act to depart, fn: that 
he was about to lake horse for Yemen. She went in 
to him and gave him the napkin and that which was 
dierdn, and when he opened it and saw what it con- 
tained, to wit, the mantle and the necUac^ his vexation 
was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the 
whites thereof appeared] and his lage was manifest in 
them. 

When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came 
forward and said to him, ** bountiful lord, indeed my 
mistress retumeth not the mantle and the necklace 
despitefully ; but she is about to depart the world and 
thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the 
cause of this?" asked h& Quoth Sbefikeh, "Thon 
knowesL By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the 
barbarians n<w among the sons of the kings saw I a 
harder of heart than thoa I Is it a l^t matter to thee 
that thou trouMest Mariyeh's life and causest her moum 
for herself and depart the world on account <tf' thy 
youth ? Indeed, thoa wast the cause ctf her acquaintance 
with thee and now she departeth the world on thine 
account, she whose like God the Most High hath not 
oeated among the daughters of the kings." 

When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, 

* lf,foi]amd Slid longing Sk 
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hii heart Ued him for Mariyeh and her cue was grievous 
to bun ; so he said to Sbefikeh, " Canst thou avail to 
bring me in compsny with her, so haply I may discovo- 
ber afiair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," 
answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will 
be the bounty and the &vour " So be arose and fol- 
lowed her, and she forewent him, till tbey came to the 
palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them 
four-and-twenty doois and made them &st with bolts; 
and when be came to Mariyeh, he found her as she 
were the setting sun, cast down upon a nig of Taifi 
leather,' amoDg cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and 
not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her 
in this plight, she offered to cry out; but £1 Abbas said 
to her, " Do it not, but have patience till we discover 
her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed 
the eoding of her days, wait till thou have opened the 
doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what 
seemeth good to thet" 

So saying, he went up to the princess and laying bis 
hand upon her heaz^ found it fluttering like a doveling 
and the life yet clinging to' her bosom. So he laid his 
hand upon her cheek, whereupon she q>ened her eyes 
and beckoning to her tnaid, signed to her, as who should 
say, " Who is this that Ireadetb my carpet and tmm- 
gressetb against me?"' "O my lady," answered She- 

1 it. leather boat Et TtiSi, a town of Oa U»j»M, RDOWMd for Ot 
iDunfwtim of iceQted gmu' leatbK 

■ Or "mtpended in." 

■ iA Tiokteth my ptifwj. 



)vGoo'^lc 



"3 

fikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou 
departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El 
Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and 
laying it apon his neck, inhaled his odooi awhile. Thea 
she sat up and her colour returned to her and the; sat 
tftlking till a third part of the night was past. 

PreseDtly, the princess turned to her mud and bade 
her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and 
dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired 
and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without 
lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then 
said £1 Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go 
to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek tbee 
of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book 
of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle 
(whom may He bless and keep I) so we may not enter 
into transgression?" And Mariycb answered, saying, 
" By Allah, it is well counselled of thee 1 " So he went 
away to his lodging and nought befell between them ; 
and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited 
the fallowing veises : 

O bimd^ the Eait wtad wbzm, the momliiK driweth tteu ; A plalntiTe 

voice ' betpemki me and I rejoice to hear- 
Up, to oni comiade'i oonvait, that we maj viiit him And dilnk of vine 

more nbtle than dnit ;* our tnuty fer* 

1 tt. the pluntire toof of a nightiiigale or tmtle-dore. 
* Tbb ctmoot compariun appean to be Tottnded npon tlie extreme 
lenoitj of the particle* of fine dntt, *o minntel; dirided aa to lecn 
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Hith ipMl tbenan hk tnbftanc^ withootea ttiat i indeed, b Ui owa 

doak be wiapped It, he tendered it wo dtuif 
Vhma* it* )ar wm opened, the lingen proitnte fcU lo wcobip of lli 

brigfatnei^ it (hone ■■> wonder-deer. 
Tbeprieet* from eU the ocmTent cuoe flocUi^ oBtattt Witk afaaof 

JQj uti welconw their *<rfcet tbej did lear. 
We tptM the night in puaog the cup, my matci end I, TDl in lb* 

Euiward beftTcn the d>7-it*i did appear. 
Ho dn ii there b drinicing of wine, for it affordi All thU'i foretold* of 

union and love u)d happ^ cheer. 
O mora, onr lorea that rander'st, a tweet and eateAil Hft ThtM dart fac 

me prohibit, with thj regard aaiterb 
Be gradoui, to our gladnesa may be fiilfilled with wine Aid «• id au 

beIo*id have euance, without Tear. 
Hie bett of all rdigions toot lore ii, for b JM Are lofe and Bfe nuMle 

eateio^ nntronbled end nncen^ 

Meanwhile, El Abbas betook hinuelf to bis bthei'a 
camp^ which was pitched in the Green Meadow, hj 
the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way 
between the tents, for the much interlacement of the 
tent-ropes. When the jnince reached the first of the 
tents, the guards and servants came oat to meet htm 
from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the 
sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. 
So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet 
his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then th^ 

> i.t. he carried it into the convent, bidden nnder hit doali. 

* ■,«. all the delieht* of Paradit^ at promited to the believci bj the 
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returned tf^ether to die royal pavilion and when the; 
had seated themselTei and the guards had taken up 
their station in attendance on diem, the king said to 
El Abbas, "O ray son, make ready thine affair, so we 
may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence 
are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." 
El Abbas looked at bis father and wept till he swooned 
away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he im- 
provised and recited die following verses; 

I dipped ber* la mine hid* and itnight grew dranken with the Kcat 

Of a liah bimDch that hftd been reared in afiaence and content. 
Twa* oot of wine that I had dnmk i her nionth'i sweet honeyed dewi 

It WH IntQiicated me with blist and ranahnient 
Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, " Alack, Her charau I 

Tweie weU thon refoge longhl'gt with God incontinent'*' 
Since thon hait looked on her, mine eye, be eaij, for by God Nor mote 

aar ailment needit thon fear not eril acddoiL 
Beaoty hex appanage i* grown in its entiietj. And for diii ome all 

heaita mnrt bow to ha aibitnment. 
If with her cheek and lustre thon thytelf adotn,* thoalt find Bnl 

chryiolltes and gold, with nought of hwer metal blenL 
When love-longing Ita her iweet mice I took upon m)«el( The i^len 

flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent ; 

1 '* Him " in the text and *o on thronghoat tlie piece } bat Haiiyeh 
ii «tidently tlM penoo alluded Ui, according to the common practice of 
Mnalim poeta of a oertaia daa^ who conuder it indecent openly tn 
mmtion a woman m an otgect of love. 

■ i,0. from the witcheiy of her beanty. See VoL IL p. 240, noie. 

* Ut^iflhoaial/thyadCiAniethemataooaineticfor the eye. 
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Bat oD CO iriie wu I aBajed nee tanked fiom love of her) So let Aa 



Bj God, forgetAilDen of her tbaU nerer entt raj tniiid, Whmt while I 
weuthe bondiof life DOT when of de*.tlith«7VereiiL 

An If I live, in love of her Fll Ure, and if I die Of love and lon^ns 
for hex ^ht, O tftre 1 O CKdlent I 

When El Abbas had made an end of hia venes, his 
father said to him, " I seek refuge fiv thee with God, O 
my son t Hast thon any want unto which thou availest 
not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my 
treasures in quest thereof?" "O &ther mine," answered 
El Abbas, "I hare, indeed, an urgent want, on account 
whereof I came forth of my nadve land and left my 
people and my home and exposed myself to perils and 
stresses and became an exile from my country, and I 
trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august 
endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the king. 
Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand 
me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, 
for that my heart is distraught with lore of her." And 
he recoonted to his father his story from first to Ust 

When the king heard this from his son, he rose to 
his feet and calling for his charger of state, took hoise 
with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his 
empire. Then be betook himself to the palace of the 
King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade 
his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down 
himself to meet him, received biro with all worship 
and hospitality and entreated him with die utmost honour. 
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Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace 
and nii'iiPffg loake ready for tbem caipcts and cushions, 
sat down apon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- 
wood, set with peads and jewels. Then he bade bring 
•weetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and 
commanded to slaughter fonr-and-twenty head of sheep 
and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, 
stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread die tablet; 
aor was it long before the meats were set on in disbes 
<rf' gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough 
and when tibey had eaten their fill, the tables were removed 
and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons 
ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the foir slave- 
girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, 
inlaid with aU manner peark and diamonds and emeralds 
and mbies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade 
fetch the musicians ; so there presented themselves before 
him a score <tf damsels, with lutes and psalteries and 
rebecks, lod smote upon instrumenti of music, cm such 
wise that they moved the assembly to delight 

Then said El Aziz to the King at Baghdad, **I would 
fain speak a word to thee ; but do thou not exclude 
from us those who are present IT thou consent unto 
my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that 
which is incumbent on Uiee shall be incumbent on us,^ 
and we will be to thee « mighty ud against all enemies 
and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou 
wilt^ O Kingb for indeed thou excellest in speech and 

* to ws wOl swaii di7 debts and TfipftniiKlirisfc 
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atuinest [the mark] in that which thou sayest" So El 
Aziz said to him, " I de&ire that thou give thr daughter 
Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thoa 
knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and 
loveUoess and brightness and perfection and bow he 
beaieth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and 
his constancy in the stead of smitmg and thrusting." 
" By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, " of my 
love for Maiiyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be 
in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth 
of the folk, I will many her to him." 

Then be arose and going in to his daughter, found 
her mother with her; so he set out to them the case 
and Manyeh sud, **0 &ther mine, my wish is subject 
unto' thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; 
so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto 
thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King 
knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so be 
returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, 
" May God amend the King 1 Verily, the occasion is 
accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which 
thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave 
are occasions accomplished. How decmest thou, O 
King, of fetching £1 Abbas aad drawing up the contract 
of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben 
Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to dedde." 

So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him widi 
U»t which had passed; whereupon El AbbH caUod for 

■UL-bcUnd." 
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Ibnr-ftnd-tirenty mula and half a Kore horses [and u 
many cameb] and loaded the mules mth pieces of nlk 
uid rugs of leather and boxes of camphor and musk 
and the camels [and horses] vith chests of gold and 
silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stufis and 
wrapping Qiem in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them 
OD the heads of porters, and they fared on with the 
treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, 
whereupon all who were present dismounted in honour 
of El Abbas and escortii^ him to the presence of Kii^ 
Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that th^ had 
with them of thii^ of price. The king bade cany all 
this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the 
witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh 
to Prince £1 Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to 
[slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred 
bufialoes. So they made the bride-feast and bade thereto 
all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and 
the tables abode spread for the space of ten days. 

Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and 
praiseworthy hour' and found her an nnpierced pearl 
and a goodly filly that bad never been mounted ; where- 
fore he rejoiced and was glad and made meny, and 
care and sonow ceased from him and his life was 
pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her 

^ (A * tpediJlT Mwpidow hour, u tsceitsined by Mtiologiicil 
cdcnUtion*. Eutem peoplei hsTC *lw»7i laid great ibeti npoa the 
necenitj of commendng all importaot nndertakingt at an {attrologiodly) 
feTOonble dme. 

VOL. UL 9 
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ht the gladiomeit of cue and in the most easeful of 
Gftv tOl KTcn dajrs wete past, when King £1 AzU 
detennined to Kt out and retum to his kingdom and 
bade bit son teA leave of his &thei-in-lav to depart 
with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas be- 
spoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave 
he sought; whereupon he chose oat a red camel, talleri 
than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a 
litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and onuunents. 

Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst 
the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out 
upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode 
fcnth with them and broi^;ht them three days' journey 
on their way, after which he took leave of them and 
returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El 
Am and his son, they fared on night and day and gave 
not over going till there abode but three days' journey 
between them and Yemen, when they despatched three 
men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint 
her with their retum], safe and laden with spoil, bringing 
with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. 
When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy 
and she adorned El Abbas his slave-giris after the 
goodliest fiubion. Now he had ten slave-giris, as they 
were moons, whereof his &ther had carried five with 
him to Baghdad, as hath afnetime been set out, and 
other five abode wiQi his mother. When die dromedatj- 



c Talnablc" Red CuneU i 
in (7 Moc oC the Aiabb 
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posts* came, they were certified of the approwh of El 
Abbas, and when the sun rose and their Btandaids 
appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her 
■on; not was there great or small, old man or in&nt, 
but went forth that day to meet the king. 

The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in 
the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the 
tribes heard of them and the people (rf the towns and 
bnMgbt them the richest of presents and the costliest 
of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an 
exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made 
m^faty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that 
it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that 
this was the house bf the guest-meal and the wedding, 
festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without 
partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own 
&ult* So the folk came to them from all parts and 
quarters and on this wise they abode days and months. 

Then the prince's mother bode fetch the five slave-girls 
to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten 
damsels fOTcgathered. The queen seated five of them 
on her son's right hand and other five on his left and 
the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five 
who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, 
■0 they might entertain therewith the assembly and that 

' t^ coDiicoi mcnmtcd on dromnluiea, vhidi animali we C(uniiioii]]> 
ued for (hii pnrpOM, bdng; (ror Ions ditUnces) iwirter and man 
enduring thui hones. 

* lit. he liiiDad agmiast hiim>lf, 
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E) Abbu might rejoice therein. Noir she had ckd them 
b the richest of nimeDt and adorned them with trinkets 
and omainents and wroughtcn work of gold and silver 
and collan of gold, set with pearis and jewels So they 
came fonnid, with haips and lutes and psalteries and 
lecorden and other instiuments of music before them, 
and one of them, a damsel who came from the laud 
of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and 
tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out 
from the top of her head* and improvising, nng the 
following verset : 

Doto Ut pristine fautie four knd retnraed mnd moi*, Wlioiai J9 eum, 

diipeUing the glooin thai whiles it totb. 
Oar Kekd, thmt late mi deieit, grew green and ekn oar tnu. That 

banen were, grew loaded with ripened frniti gnlore. 
Yea, to the euth that langnilhed Tor Uck of rain, the clouds Were 

boiinte<nu ; m it flooriihed and pknlcou harvoti bore i 
And tKMble*, toov fertook at, who tean like dngoni' blood, O lordbigt, 

for four abienoe had wept at erery pore. 
Indeed, josr long ettruigemenl hath canted my bowels ream. Would 

God I were a terranl in waidng at roar door I 

When she had made an end of her long, all who 
were present were moved to delight and El Abbas 
rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing 
somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward 
and tuning the sbings of her harp, which was of balaat 

'*A* b blietto? 
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following venei : 

Hw abacni one*' barlnncer cune at auto With tkUngi at IhoM who* 

had eanied n* to lue. 
"My wol be thj naMm,'* qnoth I, "for thf £ncel Indeed, to te 

oath that iho« (wor'«t tbon nut tni&' 
Oa die dear nigtttt of anioo. In 70a waa oar joj, Bat iffijctfd wen w 

dnce Tc bade ua adien. 
Yon iwore Ton'd be faithfiil to u and ov lora^ And tne to yoiir oett 

and yom troth-plighl were jon | 
And I to 70a iwore that a bver I wm ; God feiWd that with tiwuea 

mine oath I eiuae I 
Yea, " Welcome 1 Fut welcoms Uthoae wlio diaw neat I" 1 eded 

ont aloud, ai to meet 70a I flew. 
The dwellingi, indeed, one and all, I admed, Bewildered and daMd 

with delight at jonr Tiew ; 
For death in joot abunce to ni wbi dacvMd j Bat, iA« ja eaMS back, 

wa WCie quickened anew. 

When she had made an end ot her weises. El Abbu 
bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the 
Peraians and whose name was Rummaoeh, sing, and the 
aotwered with "Hearkening and obedience." Tben ihe 
took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her 
heai^* improvised and sang the following verses : 

* ^ of gold or rare wood, aet with faalaM ntta. 

* i.*. iriioae abaence, 
■lAtnadimatTCkar 
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Hjp watarfa^Hpa, thmt coll tlie roe oT tlij loft cheek, deebn Uj bMil,* 

107 mtne. to be the mritle* of thy h*ir. 
Sandhill' and down* betwixt there bloomi a Tdlow wiHow-Sower,* 

Fomegimnate-bloMomt* mkI for frdt* pomegtantet* dud doth 

bew. 
HIi efetldi' lotceiT from mine eye* hath buMied deep t dnceheFroa 

me departed, nought tee I except • dnnnjr hirJ 
He ihot mc with the tbafta of looki Unnched from an eyebfow*!* bow) 

A chamberialn* betwixt hU eyet hath driren me to despair. 
H7 heart belike ihall his infect with loftnen, cfen aa me Hii liodr 

with diieaie infect^ of itt *edactive air. 
Tct, If with him forgotten be the troth-pUgbt ct onr ItFfea, I have B 

Uog who of Ma grace will tkot forget me e'er. 

■ Ronnie ajnoiTm, Tlctnal {rOim), Sea VoL IL p. S47, note. 

* Apparently, (he apple of the throat. 

* Apparently, &t belif. 

* Apparently, the boiom. 

* Cf. Fletcher'* wdl-known aong in Tie Bloodj Brother) 

" Hide, O hide thoae hilli of mow. 

That thy fnaen boaom bean, 
Onvlmt tofi tht pinki flalgnm 

Are of those that April wears." 

* /a the breatti themKlrea. 

' i.t. joor langniihlng beaatia are alone present to my mind's eye. 
A liiuwsy roluptnona air of langnishment ii coniidereil by the Arabt aa 
Mpedal charm. 

* Sjn. chamberlain Khajih'^ 

' Syn. eyebrow {haj^). The naoal trifling play of wordf ix of eonraa 
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Hk ddci the iHiiitrMk'i i tai d emen deride, w Uthe they we, WhtBM 
fiw conceit in hi* own chum* (till drunken doth he bn. 

Whenai he nmi, hk feet (till •bow like wingi,' and for the wind When 
WM ft ridafoond, except King Solomon it were P* 

llietewithal El Abbas imiled and b«r veraes pleased 
him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward 
and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and 
ber name was Belekbsba. So she came forward and 
taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the stringa 
thereof and unote thereon in many modes ; then returned 
to the first mode and unprovisiDg, sang the following 
verses: 

When in the iittlng-dMnibef we fer meny^inakln); t$xe. With tUne 

ejei' ntdluce the pUce thoo didd illuminUe 
And pliedtl a* with cnp* of win^ whiM from the "^^Vtnwt petiili* A 

•tnn^e inloxiratinc bliu withal did dicnlst^ 
WhoK nbtleiieM nuKht well infect the andentaoding Gilk i And leaeti 

didit thOD, in Ehj cheer, to ns conunnnicate. 
Whena* we nw the cop, fbithiight we ^gncd to pus it round And son 

and moon nnto onr ejrei (hone ipaAling from it ttnigbL 
He cnrttin d deligh^ peifocce, we've lifted throng the friend,* Foe 

ti^ngt of great joj. Indeed, Aeie came to as of lata. 

> Lit. fealhei*. 

■ Solomon U fabled hf the Mnilimi to have oompellad lbs wild to 
bear bii throoe when placed upon hia femooi magic carpet. See m^ 
"Book of the Tfaouand Ni^iU and One Night," Vi^ V. pp. 335-& 

* Quzr* the teetlk 

* i^ the cetDTn of our bdored hath nabledu to iwn the banian 
ftat stood between oa and ddi^iL 
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The eund-leate itaghg cum witli Urn bdoiV t Mr «Mh Acoom- 

pliihed wM and w« vnc qntt of dl the nllen^ pnta. 
When clew'd my ikf wm bj the tweet at ovr fcnsitheriag And not 

• belpa tho* lemaiaed to dimmting Vtte, 
I that mrKlf tip «Ui mf ian t no ipy betwixt w wh i W* fcu«d no 

eneraiei* deiplte, no enriou ndgbbooi'i hate. 
LUe with our lorci m* gram wtene, etlrangeineiit wm at ndl 0« 

dew oaei all delight of lore vovdtnfed lo u dat^ 
Spring. " Tbr fill of nnitni take ; no ipy ii tliara on va. Whom «• 

(honld feu, nor jet leproadi obi gbdncM may abat^" 
Ov lovca aie jdned and crnelty at lait b done awajr | Aji aod tba emf 

of loTC-delight 'twkt u doth dicnlatei 
Upon yon be the peace of God I Uaj all ta o ip ai ity, For iriiafa 

daoced of jean and &rm, vpaa 700 cnr watt I 

When Belckbsha had nude ao eod of her vefsea, aO 

pRseat were moved to delight utd El Abbu said to 
her, "WeU done, O danueir Tbea he bade the fifth 
damBcl oome fonnud and sing. Now she was from 
Ihe land of Sjria and her name was Rihandi; she 
was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an 
assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came 
forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used 
to play upon [all manner] instrumeota) improvised and 
sang the following verses : 
Yam ctaung to-me-waid, indeed, with " Wdcona t ^air wekame I" 

Wat lore with 7011T pnaence gcown iweet, nntroablea and life b Mrene 
And the *t*i of ow foRune bunt bnght, that doodi hi Toar 
abacnce did vdL 
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Ym, hj Allah, taj kagb^ fee ran ne'«r waneth nor puMb awi^i 
For TORT like antoog creaUina 1* nn and md^ far la nuM nt a l n 

AA mine eyet whether ilnmbeT hath Ut on theiT Uda dnce the hoar ef 

jooi loM Or if a^ oa a lorer they'Ta looked. Nay, an ye beliere 

not tlieit tale, 
My bean, dnoe the iMVMaMits day afflicted, will tell (^ my cue. 

And my body, for lore and deiiie gunm waated and feeble and 

frail. 
Could they who repcoach me but aee my inSeriiiea, thdr heaiti would 

relent ; Iliey'd marrel, Indeed, at my caie and the low of ny loved 

ooei bewail. 
Tea, thqr'd jmn me in pooling forth testa and help me my woea to 

lament, And like wito nw they'd become all waated and toctuivd 

How long did the beait for thy lore that langaiihed with tong^ 

cndore A buden of fuuoa, 'ncath which e'en DMa&taiiia ml^ 

totter and &il I 
By Allah, what lonowind woe* to my aool lor thy cake were decreed I 

Uy heart la grown hoai, era eld'a nowa ha*e left on my Ireaea 

tUrtiaU. 
Tbi files in my vUsla that laga if I did b«t dlsca*er to view, Thdr 

aidoar the mdd to ccBime, ban the Eatf to the Weat, mi^ 

Bat now onto me of my lovei acctmipliahed are joyance and dieer And 
Ihoae whom I chedah my kmI with the wine cf contentment 

Ow Lord, after Bei*mnaak with diem hsA conjoined m, for be wl» 
dolh good Shall W«r dimppointed afatde and kindnemea kindnem 

When King El Axis heard the damsel's MUig, her 
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speech and her verses pleased bim and he said to El 
Abbas, "0 my son, Terily, these damsels ire weary with 
long Tersiiying, and indeed they make ns yearn after 
the dwelliiigs and the homesteads with the goodliaesa 
of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned oui 
assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have 
done well in that which they have said before those 
who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to en- 
fi^kocbise them for the love of God the Most High." 
Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandmept but tfiy 
commandment;" and he eniranchised the ten damsds 
in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of 
the king and his son and prostrated themselves in 
thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put 
off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying 
aside the lutes [and other] instruments <rf' music, clave 
to their houses, veiled, and went not forth.* 

As for King £1 Aziz, he lived after this seven yean 
and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; 

■ SiDgii^ (u I ha*« before pointed ont) U no^ In the ejct of the 
fbict Muslim, a reputable occnp&tioa snd it ii, theRfbre, genenlly tlM 
firal idea of ttie " repentant " profesiional longitTen or (ai in thi* cue) 
enfrancliiied ilave-^rl, who hu been irosl to entertain ber matter with 
tlic diiplay of her miuiol talenti^ to free henelf from all tig;ns of Iwr 
fonner profcaiion and identify henelf M dotdj as powble with the 
ordinarf " retpectable " iaurgteitt of the Iiarem, from whom ibe luu 
been diitingniihed hitherto t^ nnraled (ace and freedom of ingress and 
egress ; and with thia aim In Tiew the wonld natiuallj> be inclined to 
exaggerate the rigonr of Mntlim custom, at applied to lieneU. 
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whereupon hii aoa £1 Abbu carried him linth to btnial 
on such wiae u beseemetb onto kings and let make 
recitatioDs and reading! of the Koan, in whole or in 
part, over hia tomb. He kept up the mourning for bit 
father a fiill-told month, at the end of which time be 
Bat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and 
did justice and diatiibuted nhrer and gold. Moreover, 
he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished 
grievBoces and customs dues and did the oppressed 
justice of the (^pressor; whoefore the people [sayed 
for him and loved him and invoked oa him endurance 
of gloi7 and kingship and length of continuance [on 
life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness. More- 
over, the troops submitted to him and the hosta from 
all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him 
presents frtun all the lands. The kings obeyed him and 
many were tua troops and his grandees, and his subjects 
lived with hun the most easeful and prosperous of 
Ures. 

Meanwhile be ceased not; he and his beloved, Queen 
Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the 
pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her 
children; and indeed there befell friendship and love 
between them and the longer their companionship was 
protonged, the more their love waxed, so that they 
became unable to endure from each other a single hour, 
save the time at his going forth to the Divan, when 
he would return to her in the utterest that might be 
of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace 
and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer 
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otDtSf^ad ibm Sttodem <]l Ccmpmn. So edaBeA 
bo Om petfecdoo of Htm wbose kingdom endmedi foe 
era; wbo » nem beedlot neitba didb nor ileqiedil 
Tbk h all tint hath coam dom to at of thdc tboty, 
and K) peace [be od 70QI] 
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SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRITAR.' 



King Shehriyar marvdled [at this stoiy*] and nid, 
* By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk 1 "* And he 
was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and 
■onght help of God the Most High. Then said he to 
her, " Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad ; let 
it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion 
of the stOTy-telUng." "With all my heart," answered 
Shehread. "It hath reached me, O august King, that 
a man once said to his fellows, ' I will set forth to you 



> Breska Test, toL ilL pp. 383-4 (Night ml). 

* Lt. tlut of Ibe king, hii teren rideis, hii loa and Ui faToarhe, 
wUdi in (he Brolaa Edition immediately f«Uow> the Stoij of El 
Abbu eod Mari^h and occnpiei pp. 137-383 of toL xii. (Nighu 
dccccbcxii-m). It will be fonnd tniulated in 1117 "Book of tbr 
Thouuid Nights and One Night," VoL V. ppt 360-346^ nnder tk 
name of "The Malice of Women.' 

* i^. thoie wIk> [oactiie k. 
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1 means' of security* against vexatiML* A friend of 
mine once related to me and said, " We attuned [whiles] 
to securitj* against vexation,* and the origin of it was 
other than this ; to wit, it was as follows :* 



'Of''e«»e''(«Ai*l. 

* Or " preservatiCD " {ulainti). 

* Or "turpitude, uifthing that b hatefU or ventiotu" (brwkt). 

* These preliminaij wordi of Shehiiad have no apparent connecliiM 
with the ftorj that iuunediatelj followi and whid> w oolj her own toM 
k the third penod, and it ii difficult to nndentand why thef ihonld be 
here introdocxd. The BDlhoi nuj have Inteoded to connect them with 
the (toty b]r mean* of a further development o( the Utter and with 
the diuacteiistie careleuneti of the EMtcm ttoiT-teller, fbrgotta or 
neglected to cany out his intention i or, Bg;ain, it la poaiible that the 
word* in question may have been intended M an intiadnction to tbe 
Story of the FaTOurite and her Lover (tee poat, p. 165), to vrtiich dK? 
teem more ndtable, and have been misplaced by an error a 
IJML In *Bj case, tbe text ia probably (m otaal) connpL 
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THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S 
DAUGHTERS.* 

[Aforetime] I joumejed in [many] lands and dimes 
and towns and Tinted ±e great cities and travened the 
ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. 
Towards the last of my lit^ I entered a dty [of the 
dties of China],* wherein was a king of the Chosroes 
and the Tubbas' and the Csegais.* Now that dty had 
been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice 
and equitable dealing ; but its [then] king was a tyrant) 
who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was 
DO wanning oneself at his fire,' fiv that indeed ha 

* BrMlan Text, toL xiL pp. 384-394. 

* The tdngdom of the elder brother is ■ftcrwud* referred to uritnaW 
la CUna. See poit, p. ijo. 

* TuUa WM Uie djikutlc title of die aneiait HimTerite Kingi of 
Yemen, even n Cho*ro4!* and Oeear of the Kingi of Pertia end the 
Gmperon of Cooitiiitiilople mpectlTelj. 

* i^* Unt; ilmilar in megnificence and domloloo to the monuch* 
of the three drnutlet afoietald, iriieee uamei an la Anb Htentora 
■jDon y mi lor regal greatnen. 

* i^Ut rage wai uvareniahl^ ao that Done dared ^ipraaeh Wm i» 
U*haatofpa«l«. 
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oppiesaed the tme believers and wasted the lands. Now 
he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand 
of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of 
time, each in his own dty and place, till they yearned 
unto each other and the elder king despatched his viaer 
in quest of his younger brother. 

Whet) the visier came to the King of Samarcand [and 
acquainted him with his eiraad], he submitted himself 
to the commandment \ot his brother and made answer] 
with ' Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped 
himself and made ready for the journey and brought 
forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnigb^ 
he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of 
bei^ and found with her a strange man, sleeping with 
her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging 
them out by the fee^ cast them away and set forth 
incontinent on hia journey. When he came to bis 
brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an ex- 
ceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of ente^ 
tainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own 
palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belong 
ing to the elder king and there the younger brotha 
abode with him some days. Then he called to mind 
that iriiich hii wife had done with him and remembered 
him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was 
a kin^ yet was not exempt from the vidssitudes of 
fortune; and this wrought upon him widi an acceding 
despite, to that it caused him abstain from meat and 
dfink, or, if he ate anything it profited him not 

When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted 
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not but that thii bad betidcd him by reason of severance 
from his people and family and said to him, ' Come, let 
us go forth a-bunting.' Bat he refused to go with him ; 
BO the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the 
younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was 
diverting himself by looking oat upon the garden from 
the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's 
wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave- 
girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived 
her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like 
with the queen ; and when they had done their occasions, 
they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there 
betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and 
solaceroent and he was made whole of his malady, little 
by little. 

Alter a few days, his brother retnraed and finding 
him healed of his sickness, said to him, ' Tell me, O 
my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy 
pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to 
thee and of rosiness to thy &ce after this?' So be 
acquainted him with the whole case and diis was 
grievous to him ; bat they concealed their a&ir and 
agreed to leave the kingship and tan forth pilgrim- 
wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that 
there had befallen none the like (rf this which had 
befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on 
at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way 
a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five 
locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under 
the guardianship of an Afrit ; yet for all this that 
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wonum itRied forth of the sea and opened diose locks 
and coming forth c^ those chests, did irtiat she would 
with the two brotben, after she had drcumvented 
the A&it 

Wboi the two kinp saw that woman's bshion and 
how she drcomTented the Afrit, who had lodged her 
at the bottom of the sea, they tumed back to their 
kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, 
whilst the elder returned to China and esublished unto 
himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his 
vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom 
he lay that night, and when be arose in the meaning; 
he gave her to the vitier and bade him pat her to 
death. On this wise he abode a great while, irtiilst 
the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were 
destroyed and die commons cried out by reason of that 
grierons affair whereinto they were fidlen and feared 
the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He 
should destroy them by means of tins. Still the king 
penisted in that fitshion and in that his blameworthy 
intent of die killing of women and the despoilment of 
die curtained ones,' wherefore the girls sought suocour 
of God the Most High and complained to Him of the 
tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with 
them. 

Now the king's visier had two daughters, own sisters, 
die elder of whom had read books and made hersdf 

> i^. mtiilfiii dcuUrcd or oonocalBd bdund roif ini snd vdltd ia 
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the sages and the histoiiea ot the boon-companioiu,* 
and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge 
galore and surpassing appichcnnon. She heard that 
which the folk niSered from the king and his despiteons 
mage o[ their children ; whereupon compasstoa gat hold 
upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God 
die Moat High that He would bring the king to re- 
nounce that his heresy,* and God answered her prayer. 
Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said 
to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the libcratioa 
of the people's children ; and it is that I wiU go up to 
the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come 
to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest 
in to roe and the king hath done his occasion [of me^ 
do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let 
the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal 
we may b^uile the waking hours of our night, till we 
take leare of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the 
other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king 
from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with ex- 
ceeding bvour and abounding recompense in the world 

* lU. thaw whose bndncM It U to oompoM or compile itoriei, mnm, 
ttc, for the entertainineiil of kingi and gnndee*. 

* i,4. Ibftt hit new utd damnable cndom. The literal meaning o( 
Sidai ii " an Innovation or InTcntlon, anything new;" but the woid ii 
cammonly ued in the mue of " hcieay "or" heterodox JnooTatioD,'' 
■Dytbing dvw bdag natamlljr haretical In the erei of the orthodn 
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to come, for that indeed thoa wlveotarest tfqrself and 
wilt either perish or atuio to thy dedre.' 

So ihe did this and &ir foituoe aided her and the 
Divine &Tonr wai voachsaTed onto her and she dis- 
covered her intent to her father, who forbade her there- 
from, fearing her shtnghter. Howerei; she repealed her 
speech to him a second and a third time, but he 
consented not Then he dted onto her a parable, that 
should deter her, and she dted him a parable in answer 
to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and 
the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he 
avaOed not to tnro her finm her purpose and she said 
to him, ' Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may 
be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either 
I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' 
When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went 
up to Ifae king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 
'I have a daughter and she desiretb to give herself to 
the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy toal consent 
unto this, seeing that thou knowesi I lie but one night 
with a ^1 and when I arise on the morrow, I put her 
to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast 
done this again and again?* 'Know, king,' answered 
the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet 
consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have 
thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and 
present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have 
cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath 
answered me to the contrary thereof with more than 
that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring 
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ber to jw tiib mght «sd to^noirow mOTniog come thoa 
and take ha and pat ber to death ; and by Allah, aa 
tiUHi slay her not, I wQl slay thee and ber also I ' 

The vizier obeyed the king's commaQdment and going 
out from before him, [returned to his own house. When 
it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her 
np to the king ; and when she came into his presence,] 
she wept J whereupon quoth he to ber, 'What causeth 
thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' 
And she answered, saying, ' I weep not but for longing 
after my little sister ; for that, since we grew up, I and 
•he, I have never been parted from her till thb day; 
■o, if it please the king to send for her, that I may 
look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, 
this were bounty and kindness of the kmg.' 

Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she 
came]. Then there befell that which befell of his fore- 
gathering with the elder sister, and when he went up 
to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister 
said to the elder, ' I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, 
an thon be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, 
wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, 
i^^nst morning come and parting.' ' With all my heart,' 
answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king 
listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst 
she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now 
the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the 
story ; so he respited her till the monow, and when it 
was the next night, she told him a story concemiDg the 
marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of 
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the folk, that WIS jet stranger and twer than tihe first 
In die midst <tf the atory, the day appeared and she 
was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her 
live till the ensoii^ night, n he might hear the com- 
pletion of the stoiy and after pnt her to death. 

MeanwhQe, the people of the dty rejoiced and were 
glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for 
that three days had passed and that the king had not 
put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] 
he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again 
burden himself with blood-guildness against any of the 
maidens ot the dty. Then, on the fourth night, she 
related to him a still nunc extraordinary story, and tm 
the fifth night she told him anecdotes i^ kings and 
viziers and notables. On diis wise she ceased not [to 
do] with him [many] days and nighU^ what while the 
king still sud in himself 'When I have beard the end 
of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people 
waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the 
folk (tf the provinces and ddes heard of this thing, to 
wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from 
that which he had imposed upon himself and bad re- 
nounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk 
returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, 
after diey had departed thence ; yea, they vert constant 
in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish 
the king in that his present case ; and this," said Shehrzad, 
" is the end of that which my fiiend related to me." 
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"O Shehmd," qaoth SbebriyHr, "finkh odIo us the 
■toiy that ihj friend told thee, for that it lesembleth 
the ttoi; of a king wtumt I knew; but bin would I 
hear that which betided the people of this dty and what 
the; aaid of the affiur of the king, so I may return (rem 
that wherein I was." "With all mj heait," answered 
Shehrtad. "Know, O august king and lord of just 
jodgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding 
prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had 
put away from him his custom and returned from that 
which bad been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an 
exceeding joy and offered up pmyers for him. Then 
they talked with one another of the cause of the 
. slaughter of Oie girls, and the wise sud, 'They' are 
not an alike, oor are the fingers ci the hand alike.'" 
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SHEHRZAO AMD SHEHRIYAK.* 

When King Shebrijrar heaid tbii story, he came to 
binuclf and awaking from his drunkenness,* said, "By 
Allah, this stoiy is my story and this case is my case, 
for that indeed I was in wrath* and [danger of] punish- 
ment till thou tumedst me back from this into the right 
way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes 
and the liberator of necks I Indeed, O Shchrzad," con- 
tinued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things 
and hast aroused me from mine ignorance." 

Then said she to him, " O chief of the kings, the wise 
say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops 
ire the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, 
the building endureth ; wherefore it behoveth the king 
to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas 
the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like 
wise it behoveth the king to caie for his troops and do 

> BtmIu Tot, voL :dL pp. 394-398. 

* iL* bi( Bpuhy or iadiSerence to the prindiito «f ilebt ud wrong 
md the ccoieqnencci of Ui wicked behaviour. 

* J^ in a Mate of raprobatioa, bsTliig Incnned the wrath of God. 
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justice among hia mb}ects, eren u Qie owner of dte 
garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds 
that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the 
king to look into the afiairs of his subjects and fend 
off oppression from them. As for thee, O king " con- 
tinued Shehnad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be 
virtuous and vcned in the knowledge of the affairs of 
the folk and the common people ; and indeed God the 
Most High hath named his name* in the history of 
Moses (on whom be peace I) whenas He saith, [Quoth 
Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron 
[my brother].'* Could a vizier have been dispensed 
withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any 
of this dispensation].* 

As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth onto him 
his a&irs, private and public; and know, O king, that 
the similitude of thee with the people is that of the 
phyddan with the sick man ; and the condition * of the 
vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy 
in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the 
folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is 
said, O king, that good troops* are like the druggist; 

* Lt. huh mentioiied tbe office of tUk; 

* Kenat xz. Jp. 

■ i^. none had been better qnftlified to di^MOM wMi « vUer 
tluD he. 

* Lt, the ewentUl qualific&lioa. 

* The word jmtk (troopi) ii here appareotly uad in the kom «I 
rfkUl*, mliiltten oT gorernment 
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if hia perfiimei leach thee not, thou still cmellest the 
sveet Bcent of them ; and ill troops are like the black- 
tmith; if his sparks bum thee not, thou imellest his 
nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself 
a Tirtooas vider, a man of good counsel, even as thou 
takest unto thee a wife displayed before thy face, for 
that thou hast need ot the man's righteousness for thine 
own amendment,' seeing tha^ if thou do righteously, 
the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they 
also wiUdoeriL" 



When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him 
and be slept and presently awaking, called for the 
candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on 
his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, Broiled in iter 
face. She kissed the earth before him and said, " O 
king of the age and lord of the time and the day, 
extolled be the perfection of [God] the Foi^ving One, 
the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, ot 
His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee 
with longing after Paradise; for that this which thoa 
wast used to do was never done of any of the kings 
before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in 
His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He 
aaith, ' Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] 



»0r" 
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and women iriio nibmit] and tnie-believiDg meo and 
tme-believing wonen and obedient men and obedient 
women and BOOth£ut men and soothfast women [and 
long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men 
wbo Older themselves humbly and women who order 
themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable 
women and men who £ut and women wbo bst] and 
men who guard their privities and wtaata wbo guard 
their privities [and men who are constantly mindfiil 
of God and women who are constantly mindful, God 
hath iM«paied tmto them forgivenesa and a mighty 
recompense].'* 

As for that wfaicb hath be&Ilen thee, verily, it hath 
bcMen [many] kings before thee and th«r women have 
played them false, for all they were greater of puissance 
than thou, yea, and mighder of kingship and more 
abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto 
thee^ kin^ concerning the wiles of women, that 
whereof I could not make an end all my life long ; 
and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I 
have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories 
and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and at their 
craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on 
me;* wherefore, if it like the^ king, I will relate 
unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of 
old time of the perfidy of their women and of the 

1 jTiwwi xniu. 35. 

' i.*.! knoT Dot which to choose of the saperabiiDduit material at 
d In the way of instance* of women't cnft. 
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cakmities which overtook them by reuon tt tficK 
latter." "How to?" liked tfie king. "Tell on." 
" Heaikening and obedience," answered Shehnad. "It 
hath been told me, O king, that a man <ace idated 
to a companj and ^oke at folknnt 
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THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER.' 

One dsy, a day of otoessiTC hea^ as I itocxl at the 
door of my house, I saw a (aii woman i^proachin^ and 
with her a alave-giil canying a pared. They gave not 
over going till they came up to me, when the woman 
stopped and said to me, 'Hast tfaou a draught of water?' 
' Yes,' answered I. ' Eoter the vestibule, O my lady, so 
thou roayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went 
up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, 
perfumed with mask* and full of cold water. She took 
one of them and discovered her face, [that she m^ht 
drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining 
sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, 
wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst 
rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to 
thine own place P' Quoth she, 'Is there none with 
thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and 
a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there 

' BreslkQ Text, n>L xii. pp. 398-403. 

* i^. incenied wlili the (moke of borniog mnk. It ii a common 
pivctke in the Eait to fomigais drinking-veaieli with the fngnal 
cmoke ct iloes-wood and other peifumea, for the pnrpote or gtwiitg a 
ple«uni flavour to the water, etc, drunk from them. 
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a Ufiiv soul in the hoas&' And ilw nid, 'An thoa 
be a soanger, tfaon ut he in queat o( irtuHa I was going 
about' 

Then she went np into the houK and pat off her 
[walkii^] clothes and I found her as she were the full 
moon. I brought her what I had by me of men and 
drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this 
is that which is ready/ Quoth she, 'This is abundant 
kindness aitd indeed it is what I sought' And she 
ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after 
which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, 
mingled with musk, and the washed her hands and 
abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when 
she tsought out of the parcel that she had with her a 
shirt and trousers and an upper garment* and a kerchief 
wrouf^ten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 
' Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khali^ 
and we are tortf favourites, each one of whom hath 
a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have 
him; and none is without a lover save myself, where- 
fore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and 
behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the 
Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other 
nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine- 
and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on 
such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of 
the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little 



a /(xttamytk. Akcoi*^ meu* " i^per " (fern.) | bottlM 
hmHiimi in unkDown to ma. 
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ennoch come out to thee sod say to thee a [certainj 
word, to wit^ "Ait thou SendelP" Aod do thou answer, 
" Yea," and go with him.' 

Then she took leave of me and I of her, a&tx I had 
strained h« to my bosom and embraced her and we 
had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode 
expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose 
and went forth, intending for the tiystiDg-place ; but a 
friend of mine met me by the way [and would have 
me go home with him. So I accompanied him to hii 
house] and when I came up [into his sitting-<diamba'] 
be locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what 
we might eat and drink. He was absent till roid-^iay, 
then dU the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was 
tore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and 
I was like to die of chagrin and impatience ; [and indeed 
he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh 
upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and 
119 sool «u like to depart my body oa accooot of the 

At daybreak, my fiiend returned and opening the 
door, came in, bringii^ with him meat-pottage^ and 
fritters and bees* honey,' and said to me, 'By Allah, 
thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a com- 
pany and they locked the door on me and have but 
now let me go.* But I returned him no answer. Then 



I fftriitk. See npn, VoL II. p. 36, note ^ 

* Hie Arab* dittingnUli three kbd« of hone]', i4. bees' hone7, « 

■mej (treicle or sjrrnp of mgir) «nd drip-honey (date^jmip). 
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he Kt before me that which was witb him and I ate 
a single mouthful and went out, ruuDing, to haply I might 
overtake that which had escaped me,' When I came 
to the palace, I saw over against it eight-asd-tbirty 
gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men 
crucified, and under them eight-ajid-thirty concubines 
as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of 
the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women 
in question, and it was ttid unto me, ' The men [whom 
thou seest] crucified the Kbalif found with yonder 
damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, 
I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 
'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, 
had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his 
house] that night, I had been crucified with these mei^ 
wherefore praise be to God 1 



Thus," continued Shehrsad, "none is safe from die 
calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and 
[in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another 
story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, 
O King, that one said to me, <A friend of mine^ ■ 
merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he^ 

' M. yet Hiivc in time for Utt lernktvoH. 
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THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE 
FAVOURITE OF THE KHAUF EL MAMOUM 
EL HAKIM BI AHRILLAH.* 



As I sat one day m my shop, there came op to me 
a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and 
with ber a slave-girL Now I was a handsome man in 
my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] 
my shop and buying staflb of me, paid down (he price 
and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she 
said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her 
abode?" "In heaven," aoBwered the slave-girl; and I 
said, " She is presendy on the earth ; so when doth she 
ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which she 
goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in 
a palace between two rivers," to wit, the palace of El 
Mamoun el Hakim hi Amrillah.'" Then said I, "I am 

' BrctUn Text, pp. 403-413. 

* L«. on an iiland betireen two brancliet of lb« Nile. 

* It ii not pUin what Khilif is here meant, thongh It h erldent, from 
the context, that an Egyptian i)iince u referred 1(^ onlesa the itoiy it 
told of the Abbwide Ehalif El Mamoun, Kin of Er Reshid (a.d. 
813-33), during fail temponry reudence in EgjpX, which he is said to 
have viiited. Thii it, however, unlikel;, u hit chftraeter wai lb« 
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t dead man, without recourae;" but she replied, "Hare 
paticDce, for needs must she return unto thee and bay 
stuffs of thee yet again." "And bow cometh it," asked 
I, " that the Commander of the Faithful tnisteth her to 
go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," 
answered she, "and i« wrapped up in her and gainsayeth 
her not" 

Then the girl went away, Tunning, after her mistress, 
whereupon I left the shop and set out after tbem, so I 
might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all 
the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I 
returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days 
after, she came to me aguo and bought stufb of me^ 
I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no 
need of thy goods." Quoth I, " O my kdy, accept them 
from me as a gift ; " but she said, " [Wut] till I try thee 
and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of ha 
pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, 
saying, " Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took 



rerene of Mngnlouy t bafde% El Uunoon wa* not hit aam% but hb 
title (Aboulabbu Abd«lkk Bl MamoDTi BUUli). Two Kludib of Efiypt 
■smmed the title of El Hakim U Amrilbh (He who ndei or decree* by 
or in i«cordanc« with the oonmuuidiiient of God), u. the Ftdmile 
Abou Ali El Mensonr (ad. 995-ioaiX uid the JUhAuU Abbuide 
Ahoulabbu Ahmed (A.r>. 1361-1301) ; bat neither of thcM wu ntuned 
E) Manoan. It li probable, however, that tiie Gnt named li the prince 
rererred to in the stoiy, the Utter haTing neither the power nor the 
ioclination for mch wholetale massacres at that detcribed in the text, 
which are perfectlj in character with the brutal and fantaalic nature ol 
the Connder of the Drue retigioo. 
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tiie pane and she went away [and returned not to me] 
till sis months bad passed by. Meanviiile, I traded with 
the monejr and sold and bought and made other thousand 
dinars profit [on it]. 

Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, 
*'Here is thy money aod I have gained [with it] other 
thousaod dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and 
take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have 
departed from thee, go thou to Er Kauzeb' and build 
there a goodly pavilion, and when die buildmg thereof 
is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, 
nbe left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, 
I betook myself u> Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to 
the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, 
I furnished it with the goodliest of fiimiture and sent 
to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its 
building i whereupon she sent back to me, saying, " Let 
him meet nie to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh 
gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me 
an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at 
the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- 
back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her. 

As we Etood, behold, up came the lady, and with her 
a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said 
to him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, 
O my lady." Quoth she, " To-day I am bidden by this 
man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." 
Then satd she, "Thou hast brought me piithcr] against 

* ^ the wsU-knowB ubiid of thai name (Th« Garden). 
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my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with as in any 
event?"' "Yes, yes," answered he and wc fered on, 
[all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeb and entered the 
pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing 
its ordinance and furniture, after which she pot (tf her 
[walk)ng-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] 
in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth 
and brought them what they should eat at the first of 
the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them 
what they should eat at the last of the day and brought 
them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this 
wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and 
she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor 
"Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat 
toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and 
pinching her and hopping about upon the ground and 
laughing. 

They abode thus awhile and presently she said, " Up 
to now we have not become drunken ; let me pour out* 
So she took the cap and gave him to drink and plied him 
with liquor, till be became drunken, when she took him 
and carried him into a closeL Then she came out, with 
his bead in her hand, what while I stood silent fixing not 
mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this ; and 
she said to me, " What is this ? " "I know not," answered 
I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." 
I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping 
herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's 

* ^. "whaterer maj betide " or " will I, niHI"? 
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body ID pieces, which she laid in three baslcets, and nid 
to m^ " Throw them into the river." 

1 did as she bade me and when I letumed, she saul to 
me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case^ 
lest thou be a&ighted at that which hath bcfailcn him. 
Thou must know that I am the KbaliTs favmurtte, wx 
is there any more in honour with him than I ; and I am 
allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down 
[into the city and take up my abode] with my [fonner] 
mistress, who reared mej and when I go down thus, 
I dispose of myself as I will Now this young man was 
the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a vii^^ 
giri. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief 
\oStioan\ of the palace and I was alone in the house. 
When the night came on, I went up to the root^ so I 
might sleep there, and before I was awar^ this youth 
came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my 
breasL He was armed with « poniard and I could not 
win free of him till he had done away my matdeohead 
by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs 
disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down 
from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way 
and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever 
I went This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou 
pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good 
^th and loyal service, and there abideth with me none 
dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and 
there befell what befell between us till the morning, when 
^ gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the 
pavilion six days in every month. 
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On this wise we abode a whtAt year, at the end cf 
which time she wu absent' from me a month's space, 
whererore fire raged in my heait on her account When 
it waa the next month, behold, a litde eunuch presented 
himielf to me and uiid, "I am a messenger to thee 
from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth 
thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath 
sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are 
with her, six-and-twen^ slave-girlc, on audi a day at 
Deir et Tin,* for that they have confessed against one 
another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how 
thou mayst do with her and bow tbou mayst contrive 
to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her 
money and spend it upon her, for that this is the 
time of manhood."* Quoth I, " I know not this woman ; 
belike it is other than I [to whom this message is 
addressed]; so beware, O eunuch. Jest thou cast me 
into stress." Quoth he, " Behold, I have told thee 
[that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me 
in concern [on her account]. 

[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and 
changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's a^ 
paiel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and 
buying good [victual for the] moming-^eal, accosted 
a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with 
him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou lure me 

> Lit. the wucnl c^orcut henelf a£ 

■ Lit. " The ctmTcut of CLa;." 

■ £« tbii is the time to mppcon IhytdTa mas. 
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Aj boat?" Quoth he, "The Comnuuider of Ae 
Faithful hath ooomuuided me to be here;' and he 
told me the tttaj ttf the ooncubines ood how die 
Khalif purposed to diovn them that day. When I 
heaid this from him, I brought out to him half a score 
dinars and dJacovered to him mj case^ whereupon 
qnoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty cala- 
bashes, and when thy ntistreas cometh, give me to know 
of her and I will contrive the trick." 

I kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I waa 
walking abont, [waiting,] np came the gnarda and 
euDochs with the women, who were weeping and 
dying out and taking leave at one another. The 
eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon we came with the 
boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" 
"This is my mate," answered he, "[whom I have 
brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boa^ 
whilst another doth your service." Then they brought 
out to OB the women, one by one, saying, "Throw 
them [in] by the Island;" and we answered, "It u 
well" Now each of them was shackled and they had 
made a jar of sand &st about her neck. We did at 
the eunuchs bade us and ceased not to take the 
women, one after another, and cast them in, till they 
gave us my mistress and I winked to my comrade. So 
we took her and carried her out into mid-stream, 
where I gave her the empty calabashes' and said to 
her, "Wait (ox me at the mouth of the canaL" Then 

■ To keep her afloat. 
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we cast ber in, after we bad looted tfie )v of mid 
from her ite^ and dose off her fetten, and letmiMd. 

Now there remained one after lier; ao we tock ber 
and drowned Iter and Ae eunuchs went awa^, wfailit 
we dropped down the river with the boat till we came 
lo the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress 
awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and 
retunied to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded 
the boatman and he took his boat and went away; 
whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend 
in need."' And I abode with her some days; but the 
shock wrou^t upon her so that she sickened and fell 
to wasting away and redoubled in languishment and weak- 
ness till she died. I mourned fat her with an exceeding 
mourning and buried her; after which I removed aU 
that was in the pavilitm to my own house [and aban- 
doned the former]. 

Now she lud brought to the pavilion aforetime a little 
brass cofTer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; 
so, when die inspector of inheritances* cane, he searched 
the pavilion and found die coffer, witfa the key in the 
lock. So be opened it and finding it full of jewels and 
jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, 
such aa are not found save with kings and sultans, took 

■ Lh. "Thon art tlw fHend lAo ft fdnnd (or piMcnt) (or tlie Tid««U 
tades oF Time (or Fortime).'' 

* i./. the officer -irhot daQr it It to waidi out the cttatei of iiite«titei 
and U7 lundi ■poo tadi pcoperty at ctdMala to tte Oowa for want 
ofhein. 
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h, md me #ith it, and ceaaed not to pnt me to Ibe 

question with beating and tonnent till I confessed to 
them the whole aflair from beginning to end, wbete- 
□pon they earned me to the Khalif and I told him all 
that had passed between me and her; and he said to 
mt^ ' O man, depart from this dty, tot I acquit thee 
for tiiy nliance sake and because of thy [constancy in] 
keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself 
to death." So I arose forthright and departed bis dty* 
md this is what befell me.'" 
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SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRnAR. 

King Shehrijai marvelled at chese tbii^ and Shehrzad 
•aid to him, ** Thou marvelledst at that whidi befell thee 
cm the part of women; yet hath there hefollen the kings 
of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous 
than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth 
unto thee that which betided khalils and kings and 
others than they with their women, but the exposition 
is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this 
[that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the 
man of understanding and admonishment for the wise." 

Then she was nlent, md when the king heard hei 
speech and profited by that which she said, he sum- 
moned up hit reasoning &culties and cleansed his heart 
and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] 
and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and 
said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the 
Chosroes more than that which hath befidlen me, never, 
whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to bkme myself 
[for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters 
of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not 
found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of 
Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of 
His creatures from slaughter and oppression I " Then 
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he KTOK from his aessum and kissed her head, whereat 
■he rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sistef 
Dioarzad. 

When die moning morrowed, the king went forth 
and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, sum- 
nooned the grandees of bis einpiie; whereupon the 
chaniberiains and deputies and captains of the boat 
went in to him and kissed the earth befcnv him. He 
distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and 
bestowed on him a dress of btmoui and entreated him 
with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth 
briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him 
with Shehrzad and bow be had turned from that his 
former usance and repented him of what he bad done 
aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter 
Shehrzad to wife and let dtaw up the contract of 
marriage with her. 

When those who were present heard this, they kissed 
the earth before him and ofiered up prayers tm him 
and for the damsd Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked 
her. Then Shehnyar made an end of the session in 
all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling- 
places and the news was bruited abroad that the king 
purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then 
he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and 
[when he had made an end of his preparations], be 
sent after bis brother King Shahzeman, who came, and. 
King Shehnyar went forth to meet him with the troops. 
Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest 
bahion and difiiised perfumes [from the cenaing-vessels] 
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and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfiunes ia all the 
markets and th<Koagh&res and nibbed themselves with 
saffiron, what while the drains beat and the flutes and 
hautboys sounded and it was a notable day. 

When they came to the palace, King Shebriyar com- 
manded to spread the tables with beasts toasted [whole] 
aod sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier 
make proclamation to the Mk that they should come 
up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should 
be a means of recondliatioD between him and them. 
So great aod small came up unto him and they abode 
on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their 
nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother 
and acquainted him with that which had betided him 
with the viner's daughter [Shdirzad] in those three yean 
[which were past] and told him what he had heard 
from her of saws and parables and chronicles and 
pleasant timts and jests and stories and anecdotes and 
dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat 
King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel 
and said, " Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, 
so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and 
they on likewise be sisters unto us ; for that the calamity 
which befell me was the means of the discovering of 
that which befell thee and all this time of three years 
past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie 
each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when 
I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now 
I desirt to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad." 

When King Shebriyar heard bis brother's words he 



)vGoO'^lc 



l88 

ie)oiced with on exceeding joy and arising forthright, 
went io to his wife Shebnad and gave her to know 
of that wbkb hii brother parposedi to wil^ that he 
nught her utter Dinanad io mairiage; whereapoo, "O 
king of Ae age^* answered she, "we seek of him one 
condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with ua^ 
for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister 
an hour, because we were brought up tc^ther and may 
not brook severuice from each other. If he accept 
diis conditimi, she is hia haodmaid." King Sbehriyar 
returned to his brother and acquainted him with that 
which Shehizad had said ; and he answered, saying, 
** Indeed, this ia what was in my mind, for that I desire 
nevermore to be patted from thee. Ai for the king- 
dom, God the Most High shall send onto it whom He 
chooseth, far that there abideth to ma no desire for the 
kingsliip." 

When King Siehriyar heard his broUiei's words, he 
rejoiced with an ezceeding joy and said, "Verily, this 
is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be 
God who hath brought about union between us I " 
Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and 
captains and notables, and they married the two brothers 
to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and 
the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and 
satin on those who were present, whilst the city was 
decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king 
commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and 
deputy to decorate his palace and ihe folk of the city 
tejcnced in the presage of happiness and content 
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Moreover, King Shehri)'ar bade il&nghter sheep end 
set up kitchens and made btide^cafits and fed all 
comers, high and low. 

Then the eunuchs went forth, that &ey might pei^ 
fume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they 
esseoced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water 
and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili* 
aloes-wood and ambe^ris. Then Shehrzad entered, 
she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their 
heads and dipped thdr hair. When they came forth 
of the batfa, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such 
as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; 
and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered 
with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds 
and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks 
with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof 
Iskender* rejoiced not, foi therein were great jewels 
such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought 
was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of 
them was brigbter than the sun and the moon. Before 
them they kindled lighted flambeaux in totch-holdera 
of gold, but their &ccs outshone the flambeaux, for 
that they bad eyes sharper than drawn swords and 
the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their 
cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed 
gracefully and thdr eyes wantoned. And the slavo' 
girls came to meet them with instmmaits of musi& 

* ^. SoEMtna. 
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Then dte two kingi altered die bad), ind iriien ihey 
cuoe foitl^ the; ut down on a coach, inlud with 
pearls and jewels, whereupon the two msten ouoe iq> 
to them and stood before tben^ as (faef were moon^ 
swaying gracefully from side to nde in their beauty and 
giace. Presently they brought forward Shehixad and 
displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit ; wfaeti^ 
upon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the 
wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, 
for that she was even as saith of bet one o€ her 
describeis: 

LikcBfdnit the end of ft CUM in ■ hiUcf mumI, She iUim b a dms 

of the hoe of pomegimute flower. 
She pve* me to diink qf her cheeki tad ha hoDCTod lipt And lyirwrhii 

the wont of Che fires that my beut devoor. 

Then th^ attired EHnaizad in • dress of blue brocade 
and she became as she were the Ml moon, whenas it 
shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the 
first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in hei 
and well-nigh took leave of bis wits for longing and 
amorous desire ; yea, he was distraught with love fcff 
her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith 
of her one of her describers in the following verses : 

She eomei in ■ robe the cqIooc oI nltnmftriiie, Blw u tbe itMnleM 

Hcj, nnflecked with white ; 
1 vieiT her with jeunii^ ejei and ihc teemi to me A iiMaa of tlie 

mmmer, let in ■. winter's nlgbt 

Then they returned to Shduad and displayed her in 
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the second dtets. lliey dad her in a dress of surpassing 
goodliness, and veiled her &ce to the eyes with her 
hair. Moreover, thejr let down her side locks and she 
was even as saith of her one of her describers in the 
following verses : 

Btktd for her whoM looaened lock* bcr cheek* do orerdood I She titijt 

me with ber cndty, k> fsir ibie ii uvl pTDnd. 
Qooth If "Hioa <i>*«Kiiitaiiie*t Uw noming with the lUKht ; " Aod the, 

' Not to ; It it the moon tbtt with the dark I thraod." 

Then they displayed Dinanad in a second and a third 
and a fourth dress and she came forwaid, as she were 
the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to aod fro; and 
indeed she was even «a saith the poet of her in the 
following venes : 

A mil of beantj aha ^>pean to all who look on her, Glorioo* b arch 

aitd amorcQt grac^ with oojneat beautified; 
And when the ran of morning tee* her nsof^ and her mile, O'ercome. 

be hsitenellt hit hoe behind the doadi Co hida. 

Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and 
the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a 
willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and 
perfect of attributes, even u saith of her one in the 
foUowing venes : 

Like the full moon the ahowi upon a night of fbrtwie bir. Slender of 

ihape and duumlng all with ber tedoctiTe ur. 
She halb an eye, whoie glance* pieroe the heart* of all mfin'-ind. Not 

cu eotneliac with ber cheek* for twidiDMt compan. 
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Tte Mble toR«Dt of ha k»^ UU down ooto ha Up* ; Beware Ae 

(erpcDti of her cvrii, I coouel Ihee, bcwan I 
Iiid«eil her ^uice, her tidei ue loA ; but none dte Urn, alai t H«r 

heut u hudei tiun the lock | thov b no merer tlier& 
llefUirr MTowi (d ber kx^ the daiti above her vdl| Tbefhlttai 

never miM tbe made, thoo^ from e&r thej bm. 

Then they returned to Dioaizad and displayad her id 
the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeedi 
she overpassed with her loveliness the £ur of tite foot 
quarters of the world and outshone, with the btightneai 
of her couDtenance, the full moon at its rising ; for she 
was even u aaith of her the poet io the followmg 

A dunsel made (or love and decked with inbde grace i Thoa'dtt iTic 

Ce veiy (cn had borrowed tiom her face. 
Sue came b robei <rf green, the likenem ot the leaf That die pon^ 

granale'i flower doth Id the bud eneaie. 
■Howcall^itthoathlithjr dreu?" quoth we, and Aa replied A wnd 

wherefai the wlae a kttaa well might trace ; 
•Breaker of hearta," quoth ihe, " I call it, far AaewiUi I>e bfokoi 

niaii7 a heart among the amoront race." 

Then they displayed Sbehrzad in the nxth and tevendi 
dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she 
came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to aide j and 
indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with 
her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her 
sides and wagged her hips, then pat ber hair on the 
hUt of her iword and went op to King Sbehrijai, wtio 
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embneed he^ m tfw boqHlable man embracei the gaeit, 
and threatcDcd her in her ear with the taking of the 
svord; and indeed ahe wai etCD aa aaith of her the 
poet in theie Tcnea; 

Were not tha * " * ■■■■ * Ml In gmdtratuenHM^ Ai i^llliini b Ihe mm 

with ibe-thloKi purine fine^ 
Tfmromcn to the bcMe^ who whiikei^ ^, uid bMid Upoa bet Ace 

pfodoM, tbef iMvw would u«ign.* 

On thit vise they did irith her sister Dinarzad, and 
when they had made an end of displajnng the two brides, 
the king bestowed dresses of honour on all irix> were 
present and dismissed them to their own places. Then 
Shehizad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinaizad to 
King Shafazeman and each of them solaced himself witlt 
the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk 
wen comforted. When the morning morrowed, the 
viaier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground 
before them; wherefore they thanked him and were 
bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down 
upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs 
and grandees and the chief officers ot the realm and 

> it. the bUdne** of the hui. 

■ The ingenoitj of the hni€t Mlendaiiti, on the oCMiton ot a 
wedding, ii itndued to the utmost to •my her attire utd the Dwnner 
ID wbkh the hair i« dressed on the occuion of her being diiplajed 
to her bnibuid, and one (avonrite trick coniisti in &iteiiiiig her tresMi 
■bont her chbi and diedu, m ■• to produce • tmt of imitatiaa o( a 
beaid and whiiken. 
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the hoasebold preietited themselres before them and 
ktned die eaith. Kiog Shehriyar ordered them dresses 
of hoDour and Urgesse and they offered up piafen for 
the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his 
brother. 

Then the two kings ^pointed their &tber-in4aw the 
vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five 
of the chief amirs to accompany him, chai^g them 
attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the 
eaith and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length 
of life. Tnen he went in to his daughters, whilst the 
eunuchs and nsheis walked before him, and saluted 
them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands 
and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him 
treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and 
setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came 
within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the 
townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an 
exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they 
decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat 
down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did 
him homage and the giandees and amirs of Samarca n d 
and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and 
victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he 
bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them 
with worship and they made him Sultan over them. 

As soon as his father-in4aw had departed for Samar- 
cand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of bis 
realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all 
manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, 
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he beitowed oo them dresses of honoor tnd gnetdooed 
them and divided the kingdoms between himBelf and 
his brother in their presence^ whereat the folk rejmced. 
Then the two kings abode, ruling each a dajr in tnni. 
and they accorded widi each other, what while iaar 
wives continued in the love of God the Most High and 
in thank^ving to Him; and the subjecu and ibe 
provinces were at peace and the preachers prayed for 
them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited 
abroad and the traveller* bore tidings of them [to all 
countries]. 

Moreover, King Sbehriyar sommoned chroniclers and 
copyists and bade them write all that had betided him 
with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and 
named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One 
Night" The book came to> thirty volumes and these 
the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two. kings 
abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, 
for that indeed God the Most High had changed their 
mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued 
till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and 
Sunderer of Companies, he who maketb void the dwell- 
ing-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were trans- 
lated to the mercy of God the Most High ; their houses 
were laid waste and their palaces mined and the kings 
inherited their riches. 

Then there reigoed after them an understanding king, 
irtto was just, keen-witted and accomplbhed and loved 
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ttoiitt, eq>eciaUj' those which chronicle the dcnngi of 
king! «Dd snltuu, and be found [in the treasuries 
of the kings who had forgone him] these marvelloas 
sad rare and delightful st<Miei, [written] in the thii^ 
volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a fint book 
and a second and a third and [so on] to the last 
of tbem, and each book pleased him more than that 
which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. 
Then be marvelled at that which he had read [therein] 
of stories and discourse and wit^ traits aod anecdotes 
and moral instances and reminiscences and bade die 
folk copy them and publish them in all lands and dimes ; 
wheref<M<e their report was bruited abroad and the people 
named them " The marvels and rarities of the Thousand 
Nights and One Night." This is all that hatb come 
down to ns of [the histoiy of] this book, and God is 
AU-Knbwing.* 

* i*. God onlj knows if it b« tnie €C aot 
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SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND 
HINDBAD THE PORTER. 



„Gooi^lc 



„Gooi^lc 



NOTE. 

Aj the version of the sixth and seventh voyages 
of Sindbad the Sailor contained in * the Calcutta 
Edition (1814-18) of the first two hundred Nights 
and in the text of the Voyages published by M. 
I-anglis (Paris, 1814) differs very materially from 
that of the complete Calcutta (1839-42) Edition* 
(which is, in this case, practically identical with 
those of Boulac and Breslau), adopted by me as 
my standard text in the translation of " The Book 
of the Thousand Nights and One Night," the story 
of the seventh voyage in particular turning upon an 
altc^ether different set of incidents, related nearly 

> Or lUbec appended to. 'Hie Vajt^et of Sindbai! the Suloi form 
M> pact of the tcheme of Ni^ts in thli edition, lut are divided into 
"Vorago' onlr and Tomi a ton of appendix, following the Two 
hnndrvth Night, See inj "Book of the Thooawid Nighti and One 
Night." Vol IX. ppl 307-8. 

* See Br " Book of the TbonHutd Nightt and Om Night," VoL V. 
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as in the old version of M, Galland, I now give 
a translation of the text of the two voyages in 
question afTorded by the Calcutta (1814-18) Edition, 
corrected and completed by collation with that of 
M. Langlis, from which it differs only in being 
slightly less full It will be observed that in this 
version of the story the name Sindbad is reserved 
for the Sailor, the porter being called Hindbad 
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8INDBAD THE SAILOR AND RINDSAD TBS 

POKTER. 

On tiw mOROw Aey* returned to tbm i^ac^ M ot 
thnr woD^ and betook dianselvM to eadag aad drink- 
ing ADd meny-making and sporting till the last of the 
day, irtien Sindbad bade them hearken to hit lelatioa 
eonceniing hia sixth voToge, the which (quoth he) ii 
of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the 
most startling [fcv that which it comprisetfaj of trtbo- 
lations and disasters. Then said he, 

THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE 
SAILOR. 

" When I returned from my fiTth voyage, I gave myself 
ap to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace 
and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of 
stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the 
thought of travel again presented itself to my mind 
* L*. (be porta' and the other gnertt. 
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uid 1117 mdI hukered aAa die k*. So I bnm^l 
oat the goods ud binding up Ae btHtM, deputed 
from Baghdad, Qntending] fix certain of the lands, 
and oune to tiie sea-coast, where I embayed in a 
stoat ship, in company with a number of other mer* 
chants of like mind with mjself^ and we [set out and] 
sailed till we came among oeitain distant islands 
and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case 
[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and wo 
unknowing where we were, behold, die obtain came 
down [from the mast] and casting his turban from hie 
head, fell to buffeting his &ce and plucking at his 
beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliver- 
ance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, 
saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fidlen 
among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the 
sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. IT 
we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all 
dead men and not one of us will be saved ; where- 
fore pray ye to God the Most High, so baply He 
may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall 
lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] 
and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind 
smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the 
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waves and nnk down again into the trons^ of 
the tea 

Now there waa before as a high motmtain,i rinng 
[abrupdjr] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an 
eddy,* which bore it on till presently it struck upon the 
skirt* ut tfie mountdn and broke in sunder; where- 
upon tiie captain cante down [from the mast], weeping 
and said, 'God's will be done I Take leave of one 
another and look yourselres out graves from to-day, 
for we have fallen into a predicament* from which 
there it no escape, and never yet hath any been cast 
away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell 
a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing 
ot deliverance; friend took leave of fnend and sore 
was the mourning and lamentation ; for that hope was 
cut off and they were left without guide or pilot.* Then 
all who were in the ship landed on tiie skirt of the 
mountain and found themselves on a long island, 
whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count 
or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] 
and whose crews had perished; and there also were 

* ^A a iDonnt&iooiu itlxod. 

* XMtraieli, lit. a hcAs. Syn. niin or dotrnclioa. 

* f.<. in outlying spur or iee£ 

* Sjin. periloDi place. * Lit their guide mt diivpi^Dted. 
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diy boDci and dead bodies, heaped upon one Koatiut, 
and gooda witfaoat numbCT and richea past count. 
So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling 
ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting u* 
[of having exposed ounelves to the perils of tnvel]; 
but repentance availed not in that place. 

In this island is a river of very sweet water, issoii^ 
from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide 
cavein in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and 
the stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal 
and jadndis of price. Therein also is a spring of 
liquid, welling np like [molten] pitch, and when it 
oometh to the shore of the bland, the fish swallow it, 
then return and cast it up, and it becoroeth changed 
from its condition and that which it was aforetime ; and 
it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of die island 
are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese 
and Comorin ; but there is no way of issue from the 
place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the 
steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up ol 
ships, and if any approach the mountain, diey fall into 
the eddy aforesaid; nor a there any resource* in that 
island. 

> f ^. noini {AiUi) of taMelning Hfc 
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So ve abode there, daily expecting death, and vhoao 
of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five dayi^ 
and after this he died ; and whoso bad with him a 
month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As 
for me, I had with mc great plenty of victual; so I 
buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little 
by Uttlc,] and fed on it ; and we ceased not to be thus, 
burying one the other, till all died but myself and I 
abode alon^ having buried the last of my companioDS, 
and but little victual rem^uned to mc So I said in 
myself ' Who will buiy me in this place 7 ' And 1 
dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, 
for that I was in a State of exhaustion. Then, of the 
excess ot my repentance, I blamed and reproached 
myself for my much [love of] travel and said, *How 
long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode 
as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was 
thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High 
inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at 
the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of 
the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in 
mysell^ 'Needs must tiiii water have ime IB aome 
[dace.' 

So I arose aod gafliering wood uul planks fioo dM 
VOL. HI. 14 
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wieds, wion^ of ttiem dw temblaiice of • boot [to 
wt^ a nft,] and bound it fitat with ropes, •aTtng, *I 
win embark thereon utd Cue with this water into the 
inwaid of the mountain. If it bring me to the main- 
land or to a place where I iBa7 find relief and ufet7, 
[well and good]; ebe I ihall [but] perish, even as mj 
companion! have perished.' Then I collected of the 
riches and gold and precious stufi, cast up there, 
whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of 
jadndis and crude ambci^;ris and emealds somewhat 
past count, and laid all this on the laft [togeths with 
what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on 
die river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in 
God the Most High and committed myself to the 
stream. 

The raft fared on with me, runoing along the surfiuw 
of the river, and entered into the inward of the moun- 
tain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode 
dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went Wheoas 
I hungered, I ate a litde of the victual I had with me, 
till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of 
the Lord of all creatures.* Presently I found mysetf in 
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A ttiait [chuinel] in tiie daiknen and my head nibbed 
agaiost the roof of the cave; and in thii case I abode 
awhile, knowtog not night from dajr, whilst anon the 
channel grew straiter and anon widened out ; and whenas 
my breast was straitened and I was confounded at raj 
case, sleep took me and I knew nuther litde nor much. 
When I awoke and opened mj eyes, I found mjrself 
[in the open air] end die raft moored to die bank of 
the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of 
Hind. When they saw that 1 was awak^ they came 
np to me, to question me; so I rose to them and 
saluted Aem. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew 
not, whilst I deemed myself in s dieam, and fbr the 
excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason re- 
fused to obey me- Then there came to my mind the 
verses of the poet and I recited, saying : 

Let dcstinj with looieaed rein iti coune appointed fare And lie tboi 
down to ileep b; nighi, with heut deroid of care ; 

For 'tirixl the dosing of an eye and th' opening thereof, God hath it 
in His power to change a CB*e liom foul to lair. 

When diey heard me speak in Arabic, one c( them 
came up to me and saluting me [in that language^ 
qttestioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What {manner 
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of men] m jt and what taantrf ii ibSMf* 'O mj 
brother,' •Qgweied be, *we ue husbandmen uid oome 
to thia titer, to dnw witer, wheiewithil to water oar 
fields; and whiltt we were thtu engaged to-dajr, as ijf 
wont, thk boat qfipcared to ni on the tniftce of the 
water, iBsoing from the inward at yonder mountain. 
So «« came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored 
it to tiie ihore, against thon shouldst awake. Ac- 
quaint oSi therefore, with thj hiitoiy and tell us how 
thou earnest hidier and whence thon enteredst diis 
river and what land is behind yonder moontain, fiv 
that we have never till now known any make his wf 
thence to us.' But I said to tb^m, 'Give me some- 
what to eat and after question m&' So they Iwought 
me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was 
refreshed. Then I related to diem all that had be&llen 
me, whereat they were aroaxed and confounded and said, 
'By Allah, this is oone other than a marvellous stoiy, 
and needs must we carry thee to our king, that dion 
mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me 
before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted 
him. 
Now he was the king of the land of Serendib^' 
» i>. Ceylon. 
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and he welcoaed me tod entretted me niA Und' 
nesa, bidding me be leated and admitting me to hia 
table and convene. So I talked with him and called 
down blesnngs upon him and he took pleaaiire in mj 
discourse and showed me satisfoction and said to me, 
'What ia thj name?' 'O mjr lord,' answered I, 'toy 
name is Sindbad the SailcK';' and be said, 'And what 
counHyman ait thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.* 
'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told 
him mjr storf and be marvelled mightily thereat and 
■aid, * By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous 
and it bebovetb that it be written in diaractera ot 
gold.' 

Then they brought the raft before him and I said 
to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all ray 
good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein 
jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like 
whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was 
amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid 
that we should covet that which God the Most High 
hath vouchsafed unto thee I Nay, it behoveth us 
rather to further thee on thy return to thine own 
country.' So I called down blessings on him and 
thanlceil him. Then he signed to one of his attea- 
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daoti, who took me and eatabliabed me in a gorily 
lodging, and the king usigned me a daily allowance 
and pages to wait on me. And eveiy day I used 
to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated 
me friendly and delighted in my converse ; and as 
often as our assembly broke up, I went out and 
walked about the town and the island, diverting myself 
by viewing them. 

Now this island ia under the Equinoctial line; iu 
night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its 
length is fourecoie parasangs and its breadth thirty, 
and it ii a great island, stretching between a lofty 
mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible 
at a distance of three days' journey and therein are 
various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones 
and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, 
and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought 
In its streams are diamonds, and pearb aie in its 
rivers.^ I ascended to its summit atxl diverted myself 

I Audiydk (ploral of wadi, a vallej). The use of the word In thit 
■ense pnint* to an African origia of Ihii veniDn of the M017. Tha 
Moon of Africa and Spain eommoa\j called a tiTcr "a vsllej," bj a 
aatuialfigan of melODTmjBibatitiitiiig the container for the coatained | 
«^ Goadalqaiver (Wadi el Kebir, the Gteat RitcrX Gnadiana, etc 
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by viewing all Ae nurvds tiiereln, wbidi are nch 
as beggar descriptioD ; after which I returned to the 
king and Bought of him permission to retain to my 
own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, 
and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his 
treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a 
sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the 
Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for na with 
abundant salutation.' And I said, * I hear and ob^.' 

Now this letter was written with ultramarine upon the 
skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parch- 
ment or paper and indineth unto yellow, and was to 
the following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before 
whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements 
of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun 
er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed:* we send thee some 
small matter of presents, which do thou accept and 
be to us as a brother and a fnend, for that the love of 
thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee 
to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, 
we are sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing* never 

' u. after lite u&iul complimenti, the letter proceeded thai. 
* ij. we are tfaine allies id peace and war, for olTenoe and defeacc 
ThoM wIkmii Dion loreU we love, and ihoie whom thou hateit wf 
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to do th«e honour; and for a banning, we send thee 
the Book of the Quintcsseoce of Balms and a present 
after the meaaure of that which is Men to our loL 
Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech 
thee, O brother, to fiivour na by acceptiDg it, and 
peace be oa thee I' 

Now this present was a cap (rf ruby, a span high 
and a finger's length broad, fiill of fine pearls, each 
a milhcal* in weight and a bed covered with the skin 
of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked 
with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso 
aittetb shall never sicken ; also an hundred thousand 
mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of 
camphor, each the bigness of a [dstachio-nnt, and a 
llave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, 
M she were the resplendent moon. Tbea the king took 
leave of me, commending me to the mcKlunts and the 
captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was 
ctUmsted to mj charge and my own good, and we 
ceased not to pass from island to island and from 
country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I 
entered my bouse and foregathered with mj fiuniljr 
and brethren. 

■ Abot terenly-two gwfasi 
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Ilten I tock the [vewnt and s token of soiice from 
myKlf to the Khalif and [presenting mrselT befoitt 
him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, 
tt^ther with the King of Hind's letter. He read the 
letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with 
an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost 
honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this 
king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I 
kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lend, I 
myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be 
manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On 
the day of his audience,* there is set up for him a 
throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits 
high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers 
and pages and session-mates, standing in two tanks on 
his fight band and on his left. At his head standeth a 
man, having in lus hand a golden javelin, and behind 
him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped 
with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. 
When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with 
him, arrayed in gold and silk; and wbenas he rideth 
fwth, he who b before him prodaimeth and aaitl^ " This 

* Or pablic appeuancsb 
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is the king, mighty of estate uxl high of dominion I ' 
And he proceedeth to praise him <m this wise tad 
endeth hy nyin^ "Thii is the king, lord of the aown 
the like whereof nor Sobmon* ntw Mibraj' possessed 1' 
Then ts he silent, whikt be who is behind the king 
prodaimeth and saith, " He shall die 1 He shall die I 
And again I say, be shall die I" And the other 
rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the 
Living One who dieth not I " And by reason of his 
justice and judgment* and understanding, there is no 
Cadi in his [capital] city ; but all the people of his 
realm distbguish truth from &laehood and know [and 
practise] truth and right Ua tbemselres.* 

The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How 
great b this king I Indeed, his letter tesdfieth of biin ; 
and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thoa hast 
acquainted us with ihat which thou hast seen ; so, by 
Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominicuL' 



I Solomnn wu the dynutlc name tt the Ungi of the pne-Adamit* 
Jinn and it here nied in ■ £eneric mom, u Chosro& for the ancient 
Kiiigt of Pcrna. Ckut for the Emperon of ComUuuiDople, Tnbba for 
the HimTCrite Kingt of VemeD, etc;. Me. 

* I.A Maharajah. 

• Or " goremment." 



)vGoo'^lc 



219 

Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, 
■o I retunied to my house and paid the poor-rate' and 
gave alms and abode in mj former easy and pleasant 
case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. 
Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and 
traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave 
myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and 
delight' 

* Etcij Mnslim !« bound bf law to give alau to the extent of two 
mi half pa ctnL o 
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SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINOBAD THE 
PORTER. 

When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of hia 
stoiy, all who were present marvelled at that which 
had befallen him. Then he bade hii treaiurer give the 
porter an hundred mithcals of gold and diimissed him, 
charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of 
the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So 
the porter went away to fats house, rejoicing; and on 
the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the 
guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied 
themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making 
till the end of the day, when their host bade them 
hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Qootb 
Sindbad the Sailor, 
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THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF 3INDBAD THP 

SAILOR. 

"When I [returned from mr nxUi vojage, I] fat- 
swore mrd and renounced commerce, nying in mTsel^ 
' What bath be&llen me tufficeth me.' So I abode at 
home and passed mjr time in pleasance and delight, 
till, one day, as I aat at mine case, plying the wine- 
cop [with my friends], Aere came a knocking at the 
door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one 
of the Khalifs pages, who came in to me and said, 
'The Commander of the Faithful bJddeth thee to him.' 
So I accompanied him to the presence cf the Khalif 
and kissing the earth before hira, saluted him. He bade 
me welcome and entreated me with honour and said 
to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee^ 
which I would have thee accomplish for mc' So I 
kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the 
lord's occasion with the slave ? ' Quoth h^ ' I would 
have thee go to the King of Serendib and cany him 
our letter and our present, even as be sent us a present 
and a letter.' 
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At dill I trembled ud replied. ' By flie Most Great 
God, O my lord, I have takea a loathing to travel, and 
whenas nty maketh mention to me of travel by sea 
or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affiight, by reason 
of that which hath befallen me and what I have 
■offered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no 
jot of inclinatioa left for this, and I have twom never 
again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all 
that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled 
exceedingly and said, * By the Most Great God, O 
Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one 
whom there betided that which hath bedded tiiee and 
well may it behove thee never again to mention travd ! 
But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter 
to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be 
the wUt of God the Most High, so we may not remain 
indebted to the king for bvour and courtesy.' And 
I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,* toi 
that I dared not gainsay his commandmenL 

Then he gave me the present and letter and money 
for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out 
from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I 
took ship with many other merchants and we sailed 
days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God 

VOL. lit. IJ 
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vouehsifed at & safe oirival at the island of Seresdib. 
We landed and went up to the city, where I carried 
the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth 
fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. 
When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, Siodbadl' 
quoth he. ' B7 the Most Great God, we have longed 
for thj sight and the day is blessed on which we behold 
thee once nxwe.' Then he took my hand and seating 
me by Itis side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly 
and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which 
he fell to conversing with me and caressiog me and 
nid, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed 
his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring 
thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif 
Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the 
present and the letter and be read the latter and 
accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceed- 
ing joy. 

Now this present was a hoiBe worth ten thousand 
dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set 
with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of 
suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white 
linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and 
Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of 
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Tebaristan' make and an hundred pieces of cloth of 
■ilk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the 
tune of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a spun 
wide, amiddleward which was the figure t^ a lion and 
before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to 
the head, and ihe table of Solomon sod of David,' on 
whom be peace ; and the contents of the letter were as 
follows; 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto 
whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) 
God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and 
exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, 
greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced 
therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The 
Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the 
translation whereof when thou ha^t taken cognizancef 
its excellence will be established in thine eyes ; and 
the superscription of this book we have made unto 
thee. Moreover, we send thee diven other kingljr 

' Id Noith-«ut Persia. 

* Alleged to lu*e been found by the Ar«b conqneron of Spain on 
Ihe occasioD of the nek of Toledo uid pretenled bj them to the 
Ominiade Khalif El Welid ben Abdulmelik (a.d. 705-716). See my 
"Book of the Tbooiaod Nighu and One Night," VoL III. p. jai. 
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present);* to do thou &voiir ni bjr accepting diem, 
Hid peace be on theel' 

When the king bad rewl thia letter, he r^oiced 
with an exceeding ioj and bestowed on me great 
■tore of presents and entreated me with the utmost 
honour. Some da^s after Hob, I sought of him leave 
to depart, bat he granted it not to me save after 
much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped 
with divers merchants and others, intending for my 
own oouDti7 and having ao desire for travel or 
traffic We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had 
passed many islands ; but, one day, as we fared on 
over a certain tract of the Bca, there came forth upon 
tu a multitude (^ boats hill of men like devils, clad 
in chun-mail and armed with swords and daggers 
and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every 
side. They entreated us after the cruellest &shion, 
smiting and wounding and slaying those who made 
head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew 
and all that were thereii\, carried us to an iskuKl, 
where they sold us all for a low price. A rich laao 
bought me and taking me into his house, gave me 

^ it. toch w are fit to be kdI fiom king lo kin^ 
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to eat and dtink and clothed me and entreated me 
kindly, tOl my heart was comiorted and I waa some* 
what lestoied. 

One day my master said to me^ ' Knowest tbon not 
aome art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 
' O my lord, I am a merchant and know nought bnt 
traffic' Qooth he, 'Knowest dion how to shoot with 
a bow and arrows?' And I replied, *Ye^ I know 
that' So be brought me a bow and arrovs and 
mounting me behind him tm an elephant, set out 
mth me, at the last of the night, and fared on tiQ 
we came to a forest of great trees; whereupon be 
made me climb a high and stout tree and giving 
me the bow and arrows, said to me, *Sit here, and 
when the elephants come hither by day, sboot at them^ 
so haply thou shalt fait one of them; sod if any of 
them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Thea he 
went away and left me trembling and fearftiL I abode 
hidden in the tree till the son rose, when the elephant! 
came out and &red hither and thither among the trees, 
and I gave not over shooting at them with arrows^ 
till I brought down one of ihem. So, at eventide, I 
went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and 
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rewarded me; thai he came and carried amjr the 
dead elephant. 

On this wise I abode a while of time, every da; 
shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and 
earned it away, Ull, one day, as I sat hiddm in the 
tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring 
and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled 
for the din. They all made for the tree whereon 
I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and 
compassed it abouL Then a huge elephant came 
up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged 
at i^ till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to 
the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great 
elephant, coming up to m^ at I lay aswoon for 
affiight, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on 
to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the 
others; nor did he leave bring on with me, and I 
absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain 
place and casting me down from off bis back, went 
away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till 
my trouble subsided and my senses retnmed to me, 
when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found 
myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and 
all of elephants' bones. So I knew that tiiia was their 
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burial-place and that they had brought me thither oa 
account of the bones. 

Then I arose and fiu«d on a da^ and a night, tiD 
I came to the house of vaj master, who saw me pale 
and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rej<»ced in 
my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made 
my heart ache <ri thine account ; for I went and finding 
the tree torn up t^ the roots, doubted not bat the 
elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it 
was with thee/ So I told him what had be&llen me 
and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 
'Knowst thon where this bill »t' 'Yes, O my li»d,' 
answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant 
and we rode Ull we came to the elephants' burial-fdace. 

When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein 
with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had 
a mind to thereof. Then we returned to hit house and 
he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 
' Verily, O my son, thon hast directed us to a passing 
great gain, may God requite thee with all goodl Thou 
art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every 
year these elephants used to kill of ns much people 
on account of these bones ; but God delivered thee from 
then and thou hast done us good service in the matter 
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flf dwH bone*, ef wludi ttoa hut glTOi as to know ; 
wherefore dioa meriteat a great reoompense, and thoa 
ait free;* ' O nqr lord,' auwered I, ' maj God free thj 
neck from tiie fire) I denre of thee diat thoa give me 
leave to retnni to ntf own conntijr.' * So be it,' reined 
he; 'bat we have a faii; od occasion whereof the 
Dterdianti c(»ne luther to vm and take of ns these 
eloduDts* bonea. The time of the fur ia now at hand, 
atkd irtien thej come to m^ I win send thee with them 
ind give thee aomewhat to bring thee to diiae own 

I bleaed bim and thanked Um and abode widi him 

fa) all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the 
merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and 
sold and bartered; and when they were about to 
depart, mjr maater came to me and said, * The mercbsnta 
are aboot to depart; arise, that thou nuTSt go with 
them to thy countiy.' So I betook myself to the folk, 
and behold, tbey had bought great store of elephants' 
bones and bound up thdr loads and embarked in the 
•hip ; and my master took passi^ for me with then 
and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon 
me.* Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and 
* 1a tht pi{ca«f Uifktaal «id otbei ■ecetsark* f or the roytfe. 
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we let sail and passed from island ' to island, till we 
traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our 
destioation; whereupon the merchants brought out their 
goods and sold; and I also brought out that which 
was with me and sold it at a good profit. 

Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce 
and rarities of the country and all I bad a mind to 
and a good hackney* and we set out sgain and 
traversed the deserts from country to country till we 
came to Baghdad Then I went in to the Khalif and 
saluted him and kissed his hand ; after which I ac- 
qnainted him with oil that had passed and that which 
bad befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and 
thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my 
•tOTf in letters of gold and I betook myself to my 
boose and fbf^athered with my brethren and family. 
This, then," added Sindbad, " is the last of that which 
befeU me in my ttaveis. and praise be to God, the 
One, tbe Creator, the Maker 1" 

* UL Mlag'beut (Preach m»Hlurt, no eaa EngUih aqoInlaitX 
wiMtliei GtoM^ mnk or bon« docs not appeal. 
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When Sindbtd the Sailor had made to end of bia 
Moiy, he bade his lervaat 0ve the porter an hundred 
mithcab of gold and said to him, " How now, mj 
brother! Hast ever in the worid heard of one whom 
tuch calamities have betided as have betided me and 
hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afiSic- 
dons or unde^ne that which I have undergone of 
hardships ? Wherefore it bdioveth that I have these 
pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone 
of travail and humiliations." So the porter came 
fojwaid and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, 
" O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils 
and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that 
God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abid^ then, O my lord, 
in thy delights and put away from thee [the remem- 
brance of] thy troubles ; and may God the Most High 
crown thine enjoyments with perfection and accomplish 
thy days in pleasance until the hour of thine admission 
[to His mercy] 1 " 

Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon 
him and made him bis boon-companion, and he abode, 
leavirg him not night or day, to the last of their lives. 
Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the 
Suong, the Exalted of estate^ Creator of heaven and 
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earth and land and sea, to whom belongedi glorifi- 
cadoD I Amen. Amea. Pniae be to God, the Lord 
<rftheWodd«t Amea 
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At stated In flie Prefatory Note to my * Book 
of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four 
printed Editions (of which three are more or less 
complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original 
worl^ namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac 
(Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). 
The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, 
practically identical, one whole stoiy only,* of those 
that occur in the Calcutta (i 839-42) Edition, (which 
is the most complete of all,) being omitted from 
that of Boulac ; and I have, therefore, given but 
one Table of Contents for these two Editions. 
The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from 
those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, 
resembles them in containing the full number [a 
thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of CalcutU 

* The EnTier uid th« EnTi*<L 
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(1814-1S) is but a fragment, comprising only the 
first two hundred Nights and the Voyages o( 
Sindbad, as a separate Tale. 

The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand 
Nights and One Night'' and the present "Tales 
from the Arabic" have now before them a com- 
plete English rendering (the first ever made) of all 
the tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) 
Texts of the original work and I hav^ therefor^ 
thought it well to add b) this, the last Vcdume of 
my Translation, full Tables of Contents of these 
latter, a comparison of which will show the exact 
composition of the different Editions and the par- 
ticulars in which they differ from one another, 
tc^ether with the manner in which the various 
stories that make up the respective collections 
are distributed over the Nights. In each Table^ the 
titles of the stories occurring ffnfy in the Edition 
of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics 
and each Tale is referred to the number of the 
Night on which it is begun. 

The Breslau Edition, which was printed firom ft 
Manuscript of the Book of the Thousand Nighta 
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and One Night allied to have been furnished to 
the Editor by a learned Arab of Tunis, whom he 
styles " Herr M. Annaggar " (Qua»« En Najjar, the 
Carpenter), the lacunes found in which were supple- 
mented from various other MS. sources indicated by 
Silvestre de Sacy and other eminent Orientalists, ia 
edited with a perfection of badness to which only 
German scholars (at once the best and worst editors 
in the world) can attain. The origfinal Editor, Dr. 
Maximilian Habicht, was during the period {1835— 
1S39) of publication of the first eight Volumes^ 
engaged in continual and somewhat acrimonious 1 
<ontrover^ concerning the details of his editorship 
with Prof. H. L. Fleischer, who, after bis death, 
undatook the completion of his task and approved 
himself a worthy successor of his whilom adversaiy, 
his laches and shortcomings in the matter of 
revision and collation of the text being at least 
equal in extent and gravity to those of his pre- 
decessor, whilst he omitted the one valuable feature 
of the latter's worl^ namely, the glossary of Arabic 

* Alter tte maimer of Ortenw)l«U, a hr aorc kiriUble folk thM 
anrpoet*. 

>oL.m, H 
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words, not occurring in the dictionaries, appended 
to the earlier volumes. 

As an instance of the extreme looseness with 
which the book was edited, I may observe that 
the first four Vols, were published without tables 
of contents, which were afterwards appended tm 
bioc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption 
and incoherence in which the printed Text was 
placed before the public by the two learned Editors, 
who were responsible for its production, is such as 
might well drive a translator to despair : the un- 
corrected errors of the press would alone fill a 
volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that 
one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars 
pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have 
not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself 
to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by 
the condition of the text, but have, to the best of 
my ability, rendered into English, without abridg- 
ment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose 
and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, v^ich 
are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and 
Boulac In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have 
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^ajn had the cordial assistance of Captain Burtoi^ 
who has (as in the case of my "Book of the 
Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind 
enough to look over the proofs of my translation 
and to whom I beg once more to tender my 
warmest thanks. 

Some misconception seems to exist as to the 
story of Self dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which 
was translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with 
a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the 
fourteenth Vol of the extraordinary gallimaufry 
published by him in 1824—5 ^ *■ complete transla- 
tion of the 1001 Nights* and it has, under the 

* Br the bf, apropoi of (bit id-disuit complete translation of the 
great Arabian collectjon of romintic GctioD, it is diSicnlt to nndersland 
bow an Orientaliit of repnte, inch as Di. Habicht, can have put forth 
■ pablicatioi) of thii kind, which io awarms with blttnden or enij 
descriptiua ai to throw the miilakes of all other tranilalori completelj 
Into the ihade and to render it utterly oselen to the Arabic tchoUr at a 
book of reference. We can only conjecture that he moit have left the 
main portion of the work to be executed, without efficient tuperriiion, 
bj incapable collaborator* or that he tindertook and eiecated (he Irani. 
latioD in *nch haite ai to preclude the possibility of my pteliniinary 
ejumination aikd revi^on, worthy of the name, of the original MS, ; 
and thii latter lupposition appears to be borne out by the bet ihat 
the tianiUtion was entirely published before the appearance of anjr 
ipotioD of the Arabic Teat, as primed from the Tunis Manoaci^tt 
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mistaken impressioo that this long but interesting 
Romance forms part of tlie Book of the Thousand 
Nights and One Night, been suggested that a com- 
plete translation of it should be included in the 
present publication. The Romance in question does 
not, however, in any way, belong to my original 
and forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be 
at once apparent from an examination of the Table 
of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which 
all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht 
himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of 

Whilst OB the tntj«ct of Genua tnuHlatiou, it amy be well to correct 
an idea, which «ppean to prenil unong non-AnUc tdwUi^ .o the 
effect that Domplete (ransUiioD* of the Book cf the ThoasuMl Nighti 
and One Nighl exiit in the Ungiiaee of Hoffmann and Heine, >ad 
which ii (w far, at least, *» mj own koowledge extends) a com- 
pJeieljr eironeoni one. I have, I beliere, examined ail the Gennan 
traoalaliont in exiltence and have foand not one of Chem wonhf 
of setioui conuderaton j the l-tSt, that of Hammcr-Purgstall, to 
which I had looked for help in the elucidation of doubtful and 
corrupt passages, being lo looae and un&ithFul, so disGgoced by niih- 
le&s retrenchment! and abridgment!, no lesa than b^ gnttt entxt of all 
kinds, that I fonnd myself compelled to lay it aside as uaelea. It ta 
but fair, boweveri to the memoiy of ihe celebrated Austrian OrientaliM, 
'M state that the only fbnn in which Von Hammer'i translation is pro- 
curable is that of the Gennan rendering of Prof. Zinserling (1833-4), 
execated from the original (French} manuscript, which latter wbs nn. 
fortunately lost before publitalion. 
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the AraMc Tex^ that be found the fr^;ment 
(undMded into N^rhts) at the end of the fifth 
Volume (rf* his HS^ hito whkh other detached 
tales, having no connection with the Nights^ appear 
to have also found their way. This being the 
case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul 
Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the 
present work and would (apart frcun the fact that 
its length would far overpass my limits) be a 
manifestly improper addition to It It Is, however, 
possible that; should I come across a suitable text 
of the work, I may make it the subject of a 
separate publication ; but this Is, of course^ a 
matter for future consideration. 
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114. mAthaitrndtkeKim^iDtrnghUr^Bw^iai 

115. Tba Ualice o( WoBttcn . . t • 
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a, Tlie King and hn Wiaa^i Vlih . 

k The MnduDt'i Wife and the Purat 

t. The Follei *ad hit Son 

A Tbe Lorer*! Trick kgaiiut the ChuteWifi 

A The Niggtrd uid the Loaves of Bna 

/ Tbe Lady and ber Two Loren . 

g. The Kiag'i Son and the Ogreia , 

A. The Drop of Honey 

t, Tbe Wonun irtio made bar HMbaad Ot 



/. "n* Encbuted Spcinp . • 

L Tlw Vbia't Son and the Bathkeapn^ 

Wife. .... 
I Tbe Wif^t Device to Chat hsHtitfaaM] 
«, The Giddnnith ■■vl the Cathman Sln^Bf- 



Girl 



«. The Uta who nerer Langhed again 

«k The King** S«a and tbe Hetchant'a Wlfa 

^ Tbe Man who u« tho Night of Power 

§, The Stolen Necklace 

r. Prince Behnun of Petaia and Ae HnCM 

EdDetma 
<; Ibe Home with the BelTedere 
t. Tbe Sandalwood Merchaiit and the Sharpen 
m. Tbe Debancbce and tba TlnwfMrold 

Child .... 
p, Tbe Stolen Pona .... 
m, TJit Fax md tiu fM^ , , 

1 TUi rtoi7 will be fbnnd ttaattaled fa mf " Bonk of tt« TboiMJ 
Ml|^ and One Night,' VoL V. ii^ 345. 
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Irtk n» 7W JO^ amdat 1^wtm*i Dmi^Utn « • Id 

117. T%t Pkmm il t tnd ktr Itetr y . . • ^ 

III Tfc iO n Jum l if C«b* mid O* Faamritr if 
A* XtmHf Bi Mmtmm El BaJtim 
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TABLE OP COlfTBl/TS OF TBB fflt- 
FINISHED CALCVTTA{,\t\4rtK) EDITION 
(FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) 
OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK 
OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE 
NIGHT. 



iHTBOOOCTIOKa 

A The Ox *nd the Am • 

1. ^le Mdchaiil *i*^ the Geaiv » 

m. Hie Firtt Old Hu'* Stotf 

t. The Second Old Ibn'i Stcwy* 
•. The Fiahecman and the Genie 

m. The Fhyttdan Doufaan 

00. The Merchant and the RuTOt 
ai; The King*! Son and the OgraH 

i. The Enduuted VodOi 
3. The Porta and the Three Ladies of Bi)^>dad 

> Hie Thkd Old Utn't Stotr ii 
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m. TIk Tirtt OUendtf'i Stacy 
t. The Secood Cdender't Story 

ia. The EDTkr and the Envied 
A Tike Third Cakader'i 81017 
4. The EMetf LAdr"* Stcfr' . 

4. The Tlirec Applet 

5. NoDTcddin AliofCuToudhkSoaB 
«. I»c of Hoeol'i Stoty oT Khedijdt ud du Khftlif El 

J. SUrj of the Hnnchback . 

a. The ChriMian Broker'i Stay 
A The Cook'i Stoi7 ■ 
t- The Jewitb Phyticuii'i SUxj 
A Tb« Tailor't Story 
A The Barber'i Stoiy 
M. Stoiy of the Buber'a FliM Brother 
at. Story of the BubcHi Second Brodiar 
aK. Story of the Barbei't Ihiid Biother 
«£ Stoiy of Die Barber'a Fooith Brother 
m. Story of the Barber'a Fifkh Brother 
^. Starr of the Barber'a Sixth Brgihai 
& AU ben Bekkar and ShemaeniMlur 
9. Nonreddin Ali and the Danuel Ennia d Jdii 

10. WMM^/Cr^ .... 

11. Sindbnltha Sailor and HindlMdlbaPDrtK* 



0m 



1 The Stoty of the Pwtraa la wand 

* CalcnIIB <l839-4a), Bonlac and B 

• Calcutta (1839-4S) and Bonla^ " 



" The Contrtdlw'a Staqr.** 
Id the Sailor a^ fflndlwd 
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4. The Fint VorogB of Sindbad the S«ikr 
i. The Secco^ \ay^ of Sindbad the SaQor 
<-. Tha Thiid "Vajtsi of Sindbad the Sillar 
d. The Fonitb VoTage of Sbdbad the Safloc 
I. Tbe Fifth ToTag* of Sindbad the Saikr 
/ The Sislb Vorage of Sindbad the Sailoc 
jt. Hm Scfcnth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor 
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ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST 

LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE " TALES 
FROM THE ARABIC." 



H.B.— The ROBU iuiiii«nl* denote the TOltun^ the AnUc the pagk 



A DAMSEL nude for Ion eod decked with nbtle gitee, <&. 192. 
A fiur one, to idolatcrt if ihe henelf should show, iii. la 
A nm of beaetj ihe appeui to bU who look on her, iii. igi. 
A white <mt, famu her iheath of trenei now Uid bue, ii. 191. 
After TOUT lo«,oor true of me nor TcMige would reDudn.iiL 41. 
Alguei je ire our prej become; tbi* manj a day and night. Hi 4b 
All intercewoni come and all alike do iU ncceed, U. 318. 
An if 117 mUtance &i], no me there li wi£ tocconr me, L & 
An if r^d of eril be quit, look that no erU ye do, ii. 19s. 
AnemUe, 70 people of panion, I piajr, iiL 3L 
Awakoi, O je deepen all, and profit, whilct it's liere, ii 33^ 

BEARD of the oM he-goat, die ono-^ed. what ihall be, ii 331, 
Bcliold, I un clad in a rotie of leave* green, iL 343, 
Bat fcc the ipTing of the tyta pil-omened,] we hid eeen, i. joi 
Bj Allah, hot that I trailed that I ihoold meet yon igiin, iL 366. 
B7 Him whom I wcnhip, faidecd, I iwear, O tlioa that mine tje d 
10.0. 313. 
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DAMASCUS b mil K>rdeni dedted lor the plctnuee of the ejM, UL 9. 
Drink CTCt, O lovcti, I rede joa, of winct U, SJIX 

EL AfatMi fnan Akil hb ilcad b ceoie tgrnln, Ui, 108. 
Endowed with •monnu 2*He PMt taj ebe an I, iL 353, 

FAIR Ul the aaid wboee fcMMMd lodu Iwr cheeb do orvdoad I 

tiLigi. 
F^ patience practUe, for thereon USI feIIowe& content, ill, II& 
Fair patience use, for eaie Hill foUoiretli after itreai^ iii. 117. 
For ilie luei of food I wu fuhlooed and made, iL 313. 
" Fo^et bim," quoth my cenmren, "forget htm; iriiat b he?" iii. 4s. 
Fortune ill arrowt all, throogh him I Iote, let Br, Iii. 3I> 
Fall maaj a man incited me to infidelity, L 105. 

GOD jodgs belirizt me and her lord I Away, i 48- 
God keep Ibe day* of love-delight 1 How deariy iweet thi^ *eie I L 115. 
God keep the day* of love-deli^ 1 HowpaanngiireetthejwnwIiLgS 
God know* I ne'er recalled thj ineraoTT to mj thooght, lU. 46. 

HAD we thy coming known, we woold for uchfice, L 13. 

Haate not to that thoa doit desire ; for haite b itill nnbleat, U. 8S. 

He who Mohammed tent, at prophet to mankind, i. 50. 

His love he'd have hid, bat tui tcan denonnced him to the ipj, KL 4& 

Hia lore on him look pity and wept for hb dbmay, iL 9I0> 

How long, O Fate, wilt thon oppreai and baSe me ? ii. 69. 

How long shall I thai qaettion my heart that's drowned in woe ? UL 4J. 

How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? fii. 4ft 

How many, in Yemameh, disherelled widows plain 1 L 51^ 

I AM content, (or him Hove, to all abide, iiL 35. 

I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, iii t^, 

I am the champioiMlayer he warrior withoat peer, iiL 94. 
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I clipped hs in mioe Knm ud stiuKht Eiew drankcD with the aaat, 

iit. la^ 
I fettT to be teen to the dr, tt. 355. 

I mATTel for tliat to mjr lore I see thee now incllna^ ffi. iis^ 
I law thee, O thou best of ill the hnnum nee, diiplay, i. 46. 
I iwew by hit life, yea, I (wear hj the life of my love withoDt peer, 

ili. 31. 
If I rnnit die, then welcome death to heal, iU. 93. 
If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite^ iL 196. 
I'm the crown of ereiy cweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255. 
In e<rei7 rejoicing; a boon' midst the singers and minstiela am I, ii. 958, 
In my lou] the Gre of yeaning and aOictton rageth aye, iiL 6$. 
Indeed, tboa'M toM tlie tale ot kings and men of might, UL ij. 
It chancet whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, il 51. 
It b 8( the j""'"*! when it I espy, ii. 336. 

LET detdny with loosened rein its coone appointed fate, fH. 911. 

Like a wn at the end of a ame in ■ hill of sand, iiL 190. 

Like tha full moon she shows upon a night of fottime fair, iiL 191. 

Lo, sisce the day I left yon, O my masien, iii. 94. 

Look at the moss-rot^ oo Its branches seen, ii, 356. 

MAV the place of my session ne'er lack thee t Oh, why. Hi. 11& 

Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst exdte, iii. 11^ 

Midst colonre, my colour escellelh in light, ii. 958. 

Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, IL 945. 

My flower a nuurrei on yonr heads doth sliow, iL 354. 

My fortitade fails, my endeavour is *ain, ii. 95. 

Hy fmk isajewei all wroughten of gold, IL 343. 
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Uf hMit will ncrai cmlll tlut I mm br hom Ihee, U. 375. 

My tecret b disclosed, the whid) I txara to hide, UL 89. 

Hy watering lips, that cnll the roae of thy loft cheek, decUre, Ui. 134- 

NOgDod'iiDlilettotlieoontellittoroae whA paipote-whole), L 18. 

O AMIR of jutice. be kind to thy lubjecti, iii. 14. 

O frieodt, the Eut wind wu«lli, the monlng dmireth nev, m. u^ 

O 6icndi, the teui flow eyer, in mockery of my pun, iiL 116. 

O hilb of the rnndt md the ragged pieb«ld plain, iiL aa 

O thon that blame« me (or my heart and ndlen at my Ul, ii. lOL 

O thoa that qoestioneil the lily of Iti Kent, u. 356. 

O ton of Simeon, give ao ear to other than my ny, iU. 36b 

O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the pref 'renoe ay^ ii. S3S. 

O'erbold art thou ia thu (o me, a (ttanger, thoa luut tent, ilL 8> 

Olt ai my yearning wazeth, my heart contoleth me, iU tA 

Obb of the hoit am I of loven lad and ler^ IL SS& 

PEACE on thee I Woold our gue might light on tbee onoe more I B. ti). 
PcMceonyoQ, people of my troth 1 With peace I do yoa greet, ii. a24. 

QUOTH I (and mine a body ii of panion all fanlain]^ Mt St. 

RAIL not at tlie Tidnitadei of Fate, iL sifk 
Ranuiaa in my Ufe ne'er I failed. Dor e'er, 1. 4^ 

SAY, Iiy the lightntngi of thy teetb and Hiy Mol'a pore itda, ffl. 19. 
She comet in a robe the colour of sltramarine, IiL igo. 
Sheiikben Amtoo, wliat derice andlitlielkandof deathto M>y?i.l04. 
Some with religioo thenuelTci concern and make it their bmfaww allt 
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StDl bj jaai rained camp « durdler I Mde, ii, 309. 

Slill do I yearn, whilit paidoa'i fire flamea iii taj liver aje, UL III. 

THE abtent ooei' barbioeer cum •■ onto, ilL 153. 

The billom of chf lore o'srwliolm bw pauing ion, U, 3S& 

The erawnof Ibeflow'reUam I, ia ibe chamber of wine, iL 144. 

The Meidfal dyed me with Aat which I wear, li. 345. 

Hie leatoQ of mj pretence It nerer at an end, U. 3461 

The two girlt let me down from fonracore fathomi' hei^i^ L 49. 

The uphTr*! iweeUieaa oa the coppice blew, IL 335. 

They have departed, but the iteadi yet fall of them remain, ti. 139. 

The) have ihnt onl thy person from my dght, UI. 43, 

Thon that the dnpe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, liL 86. 

Thou that wast abaent from my itead, yet itill with me didst bidft 

ill 46. 
Tly hateti ny and thoie who malice to thee bear, ill. 8. 
Thy letter reached me ; when the woidi thou wtot'tt ihenii I lead, 

iii.S4. 
Thy )o«i it the laireit of all my heart't woei, iU. 43. 
Thy prcKnce honoareth at and we, L 13. 
To hli beloTJd one the lorer't heart'i inclined, ilL 33. 
Twere better and racetei thy pretence to leave, ii. 8$. 
Twere fitter and better my lora that I leave, L 36. 

UNTO tta priitine Inttre yoor land letnmed and more, iii. 131. 

Unto me the whole woild't^adness ii thy nearneti and thy vgbt,iiLi5, 

Upon the parting day our lores from ut did (are, UL 114. 

WERE not the darkneat dill in gender masculloe, iii. 193. 
What ttrength have I loUcitude and long desire to bear, iii. 30. 
When b the rittJag-chamber we for merry-making tate, JiL 13S- 
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WioMu BtM wrm bahoU tha* mai, Aat ^, B. 4|. 

WbMM the mmI dMimh OM odMc thM IM pMT. a aor. 

WM «f lb* EMt, if thM pM br d» kid wkm iqr Imd CM Afrit 

I pnv, ii aof, S71. 
Would God upon th*t biiMftM di^f lAcB my death caUt fee a^ L 4|t 
WubU we Mar Ure tofetlMf^ aad wbam wa cooM to dl% L 47, 

YE ehids at ooe wbo vecpedt far tnwblaa enr a«v, & |D. 
Ya know Tm pwwion-niadde— ^ ndud vU lot* 

Yon GOBing to-na-waid, tadaed. wtik "Wiloawil Mt 

I ball, iU. 13& 
Toor water ni iMkM oUwtt ddiUv fat lk«% L sn 
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INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE " TALES 
FROM THE ARABIC 



N.B.— lie Romu mmentli denote the Tolnme, tbe AnU- (he pafe. 



ABBAS (El) vaA the Kiiic's Danghter of Baghdad, DL 53. 

Abbadde, JaafeT ben Yehfa uid Abdulmelilc bea Salih the, L 183, 

AbdaUah ben Nafi uid the King't Son of Cathghar, ii. 195. 

Abdulmelik ben Salih tbe Abbaude, Jaafer ben Yelija, and, i. 1S3. 

Abon Sabir, Stoi? o^ 1. go. 

Abon Temam, Storf n\ Uan Shah and, L 11$. 

Actioni, or the Issue* of Good and EtU, i. 10^ 

Advantage! of Patience, Of the, L 89. 

Affiun, Of Looking to the Iisuei of, i. to. 

Ali of Damascot and Silt el Mitab, Noureddio, UL } 

Appointed Term, Of the, L 147. 

Arab of the Benou Tai, En Nnman and the, I 903. 

Aaleep and Awak^ L 5. 
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Ai^ tk* 8haip«r% &• Uaaer-Ouiiget uid th^ B. 41, 

Awake, Adtep nd, L 5. 

AMdbtUt aad Ui 8cm HUa(7 tf King, L <L 

BAGHDAD, H Abfan ud Om KVi DmightM o( ■. $» 

BuMdd^EiKMUdMidtlw, i. iS» 

BMmecida^ Haroner RMhiduid the Wonaa of th^L 0. 

Bekhbeauui, StoijafKin^ E, 115, 

Benoo Ttu, En Manuut tukl the Anb of th^ i 103. 

Biber* el BimdiiGdui ud the Sxteen Offioen of PoU«^ El Uellk m 

Z«hir Rnknetldin, U. 117. 
BOikerd. Slor; of King, L isi. 
BibMd, Stoi7 of Prince, i. 99. 
BoDdocdail (El) and the Siiteen Officert of Polio^ El Uelik es Zahir 

RakBeddiii Biben, U. 117. 



CAIRO (The Merdunl of) ood the FaTouite of the Khalif El : 

El Hakim bi AmrilUh, iii. 171. 
Caihcfau, Abdallah beo Nafi and the Kins'* Son Ot, ii. 19^ 
Cantioo vai the C«nM of hi* DeMb, The Haa who*^ i afft. 
Oiainberlain'i Wife, The Ziag and hii^ ii 53. 
Ckmencj, Of, L 110. 
Cook, The LackpennjF and tli^ L 9. 
Craft, Women'*, ii. 287. 
CKdnlooi Hiufaand, The, i. ajtk 

DADBIN (Kii%) and bli Viiiei^ Stoiy o( t. 104. 

DtnatCQ* (Nonreddin AU of) and Sitt el Hilah, iii. ^ 

Danehter (rf the Poor Old Uta, The Ridi Han irtio manled I 

Fall, L 347. 
Dao^ten, Tlie Two King* and the Vider'it ilL 145. 
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D«Tid and Solomon, L 975. 

Death, TheUtLD whoM Caution wu the Cwue of U^ L 991. 

De*tiD7, Of, i. 1 36. 

Dethroned King whow Kingdom wid Good were (Mtond Id U^ 

The, i. 285. 
Ditdple'* Story, The, I 383. 
Draper's Wife, The Old Wooiu ud th^ IL 5^ 
Dnegiit, Tlie Slnser and the, L 319. 

EIGHTH Officer** Story, The, ii. 155. 

Elevenlh Officer's Storj, The, ii. 175. 

EadoTour agointt Peitittetit lU Fonooe, Of the Oirlfniif a( i. 7(b 

Envy and Malice, Of, L 135. 

FAVOURITE and her Lover, The, UL 165. 

Favourite of ihe Khalif El Mamonn el Hakim bl Atrillali, Tba 

Merchant of Cairo and the, UL 171. 
Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii 190. 
Fifth Officer's Story, The, iL 144. 
Pironi and hii Wife, i. aog. 
FiiM Officer's Story, The, ii 133. 
Forehead, Of that which is written on the, L 136. 
Fortune, Of the Uselessaet; of Endeavour agaloM Peniit«nt ID, L ja 
Foul-Eavonred Man and his Fair Wife, llie, U. 61. 
Fonreenlh Officer** Story, The, iL 183. 
Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 143. 
Fuller and hit Wife, The, i. 361. 

GIRL, The Jonrneyman and th^ iL 17, 

God, or the Speedy Relief o^ L 174. 

God, Of Trust in, L 114. 

Governor, Slory of the Mao of Kfaoiauan, hit Son and hk, L 3ll> 
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HAKIH (BE) bi AnrUlah, The Merchuit ud the FiToaiiM o( th« 

Khalif El Hamovn, iii. 171. 
H4r(ino er Rethid, Tnhfet el Culonb ud, U. 30^ 
Huxmn er Rethtd utd Uie Wonuu of the Bwme c tdas f- 57' 
Hawk and the Locnst, The, ii. 5a 
HeJjtJ (El) uid the Three Vaaaz Men, L 53. 
Hind and hii Vuiet, The King of, ii. 105. 
Hindbad the Porter, Sindtnd ibe StUor aod, UL 19^ 
MuibMid, The Cndnlon*, i. 370. 

IBN e« Semmalc and Ei Reshid. i. 195. 

Ibrahim and his Son, Stoiy of King, i. 138. 

Idiot and the Sharper, The, i 398. 

Ilao Shah and Abou Temam, Stoc; of, i. 116. 

Ill Effect* of Fredpitalion, Of the, i. 98. 

Ill FoTlnne, Of the Usetessae** of Endeavour againit Penlitent, L 70. 

Issue* of Affidn, Of Looking to the, i. 80. 

Issue* of Good and Enl Actions, Of the, i. 103. 

JAAFER ben Yehfa and Abdnlmelik ben Salih the Abbatid^ L 183. 

Jett of a Thie^ A Merr;, ii. 186. 

Jeau, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 38a. 

Jottroeyman and the Giii, The, ii. 17, 

KHALIF, El Mamoon El Hakim U AmriUih, The Merchuit of Cair« 

and the FaToorite of th«^ iii. 171. 
Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, L 45. 
Khelbei and his Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301. 
Khorastan, luf Son and hit Goveinor, Slorjr of the Man of, i. 3l8L 
Kii^ Andbekbt and hi* Son, Histoi7 of^ 1. 61. 
King Bekhtzeman, Stoiy of, i 115. 
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Kng BiUienl, SloiT of, i> lai- 

King kod faU CtuunbeiUin'i Wil«, Ttt, tt. 53. 

King Dadbin and his Viden, Story of, L lof. 

King{Tbe Dethroned), tthoM Kingdom ud Good were icftocedtvUm 

1.285. 
King of Ind and his Viiiec, The, iL 10^ 
King Ibrahim and bis Son, Story o^ i. 13S. 
King who lost Kingdom and VTile and Wealth, Tite, IL ML 
Kii^, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i, 365. 
King who knew the Qointeasence of Thingi, Th^ i. aj). 
King Sh«b Bekbt and hu Viiier Er Rehwan, L 315. 
King Suleinun Shah and hli Soni, Storj of, i 1511. 
King (The Unjntt} and the Tttber, L 373. 
King** Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iil. $3. 
King"! Son of Cashghar, Abdollah ben NaG and the, iL tg^ 
Kings and the ViiieHa Danghtera, The Two^ UL 145, 

LACKPENNY and the Cook, The, L ». 

Lavish of Hoote and VictiuJ to one whom lie knew no^ Hie Ifm wks 

WM, 1. 293. 
Learned Han, Khelbea and hii Wife and the, t. 30U 
Lewdness, The Fiont Woman accused o^ IL 5. 
Locust, The Hawk and the, IL jo. 
Looking to the Issues of AfBun, Of, L Six 
Lorer, The FaTOofite and her, UL 165. 



UAUCE, Of Earr and, I 135. 

Uamonn (El) El Hakim Ih Amrillah, The Modiant ai 

c^theKh>Hiii.i7i. 
Hamonn (El) and Zubeideh, i 199. 
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lbawh(MeCMitiaa«MdwCwueo(UiDMtKTW.i igi- 
Uta And hi* Fab Wife, The Fonl-fimnred, tt. 6t. 
ltMiorKlwnuMUi,hi«SonKidUiG<iTemar, Steirafaeki. Sll 
Hu wlu wu laviih «f HoqM and VIctwl to Om irtua be knew not, 

The,La93. 
IbriTch, El Abfau and, ffl. 5), 
llMTi<«e to the Poor Old llu, Tkt UA Han who ^m hb Fait 

Daogliter in, L 247. 
Uatlk (El) Ei Zahir Rokneddbi BEben d Biiiliii iliil and tht StxtEen 

Officen of Police^ IL 117. 
Hen and onr Lori Jenii, The Thm^ L tfc 
Hwdieat of Cairo and the PaTovltB cf t^ KUlf B HmoB K 

Haklin U Amrillah, The, Ui. ijt. 
Uef^ant and the King, Ttia Old Woa>a% tfa% L il^ 
llerdyul and hit Son*, Tbe^ i. Si. 
Merchant, TIm UnJiK^, i 7). 
MtaiuaM, The Sbuper and dte, & 4iL 
Heroni {El} and b Rad, IL aS. 
Henr Jert of a Thie( A, IL 1S6. 
ICoMT-Chuigier and ibe At*, The Shaipn^ Oa^ 1^ 41. 

NINTH OfScei^ 8(0(7, 1^ B. tflf. 

Moureddb All of Dimaacni and Silt d UQaH 9. > 

Nonian (En) and the Arab of the Benoa Tai, L X>> 

OFFICER'S St«r, Hie Ftnt, H in. 
Officer*! Stoir, The Second, 11. 134, 
OSes'* Stoir, The Third, IL 137. 
Office!'* Stixr, Tbe FomrtlH iL 149. 
OffioM'a Btatf, TW Fifth, IL 144. 
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Officer*! Stoty, The Sizlh, U. 146. 

Officer'i Stoi7, The Seraith, ii. iJOi 

Officer*! SIM7, (he Eighth, iL 155. 

Officer'i Stoi7, The Ninth, ii. 167. 

Officer*! StotT, The Tenth, ii. 179. 

Officer** Stoi7, The Elerenth, IL 175. 

Officer'! Slmy, The Twelfth, ii. 179. 

Officer'i Stcn7, The Thirteenth, K. tSl. 

Officer'i Story, The Fourteeoth, ii. 183. 

Officer'i StocT. The Fifteenth, U. 19a 

Officer'i SI017, The Sixteenth, iL 193. 

Officer! of Police, El Melik ei Zahir Rnkneddln BIben d 

and the Sixteen, iL 117. 
Old Sharper, S10T7 of the, iL 187. 
Old Woman and the Diaper'i Wife, The, U. 55. 
Old Woman, the Merchml and the King, The, L a6^ 
Omai ben Abdnlazii and the PoeU^ The Khali^ L 45. 



PATIENCE, or the Adnntage* o( L 89. 

RiTiidan hy hii Wife*! Conmandment, The Wm*w «ba Imcom % 

iLsi. 
Pictnre, The Piinoe who fell in lore irith the^ i. 356. 
Kooi Woman accused of Lewdneo, The, 11. 5. 
Poet% The Khalif Omar ben Abdnlaiii and the, I, 45. 
Police, EI Melik e* Zahir Bnkneddin Blben el Baadacdnl ud &u 

Sixteen Officen (^ ii. 117. 
Poor Old Man, The Rich Han who gave hii Fait Dn^Harta Unnlige 

to tile, L 347. 
Porta, Slndbad the SaUor and Hindbad th^ tU. 199, 
Predpltatkn, Of the 01 Eflccti a< 1. 98. 



)vGoo'^lc 



>9S 

Pitow Khtad, StoT7 oT, L 99. 

Prince who fell in Love with ihe Pictiu«, lite, L 156. 

PriioDer aod how God gne him Relief Stoc; of Uw, 1. 174. 

QUINTESSENCE ofThing*, The King who knew the. L 939. 

RAZI (Er) and El Heronil, ii 38. 

RehwBn (Er), King Shah Bekht wd hii Vliier, i. 915. 

Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174. 

Relief, Storjrof the Priioner and how God gaTchim, L 174. 

Reihid (Er) tod ihe Banneddet, i. 189. 

Reahid (Er), Iba es Semmak and, L 195. 

Ruhid (Er), Tahfet el Culoub ud, iL 203. 

Reshid (Hannin er) and the Woman of the Baimecide^ i. 57. 

Rich Uaa who gare hii Fair Dau^ter in Uarriage to the Poor Old 

Man, The, L 347. 
Rich Man and hii WastBfal Son, The, i. 35s. 

SABIR (Abou), Stoir of, i. 90. 

Sailor and Hindbad the PoMeT, Sindbttd the, fiL 199. 

Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134. 

Sellm and Selma, ii 8l. 

Selma, Selim and, ii. Si. 

Semmak (Ibn ei) ud Er Reihid, L 195. 

Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 1 50. 

Seventh Voyage ol Sindbad the Sailor, Tike, in. 324. 

Shah Bekht and bis VLder Er Rehwan, King, i. 315. 

Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 39S. 

Sharper and Ihe Merchant, The, ii. 46. 

Sharper, 81017 of the Old, ii. 187. 

Sharpen who cheated each bis PeHow, Hie Two, H, s8. 
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Sbarpen, Tfae Moneji-ChMigeT and the Ast, The, U 41. 

ShehiiyBT, Shehnad and, ii. ill, iii. 141, 157. 

Sbehnad and ShehriTmr, ii 1 1 1, iii 141, 157. 

Sindbul the Sailor and Hindbttd the Porter, iU. 199. 

Sindbad the Sailor, The Serenlh Voyage of, iii 324- 

Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage o^ iii. 303. 

Singer and the Drn^iit, Thcv i 339. 

Sitl el Milah, Nonreddin Ali of Damascus and, Ui. ^ 

Siiteen OScera of Police, El Melilc ei Zahir Rokneddia B 

Boftdncdaii and the, ii 117. 
Sixteenth Officer's Story, Tbe^ ii. 193. 
Sixth Officer's Story, The, iL 146. 
Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the SaUor, The, UL 303. 
Sobmon, David and, i. 375. 

Son, The Hiitoiy of King Aiadbckht and bis, i 61. 
Son and his GoTemor, Story of the Man of KhoTHsan, hii, L S 
Son, Story of King Ibrehim and hii, i 138. 
Son, The Rich Man and his Wastefiil, i 35a. 
Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and hia, i Ifo. 
Sons, The Merchant nod his, i 81. 
Speedy Relief of God. Of the, L 174. 
Snleiman Shah and hii Sons, Stay of King, i tja 



TAI, En Nmnan and tbe Arab of d» Benon, i ao^ 

Temam (Abou), S1017 of Ilan Shah and, L ta6. 

Ten Viiiers, The, i 61. 

Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii 171. 

Term, Of the Appointed, i 147. 

Thief, A Mciry }esC of a, ii iS& 

Thiefs Story, The, ii 165. 
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Thier and the Womui, The. L 17S. 

ThiDKi, The King who knew the QuinteMMwe €t,i, *i 

Third Officc/t StoiT, Tbe, IL 137. 

Tluneenth Officer't 81017, Tit, ii, tSi. 

Three Hen ud oar Lotd Jenu, The, L 38s. 

Tbcee Yoang Hen, El Hejjaj and th<^ L $}. 

Hthet, Tbe Uajut King and the, i. 173. 

Tnut in God. 01, 114. 

Tnhfet el Caloab and Ei Redild. ii. aoi. 

Twelfth Officer's Storr, The, a. 179. 

Two Kingi and the Vioei'i DaoEhten, Th<^ liL 145. 



UNJUST King and the Tilber, Th^ I. *ty 

Unlnckf Merchant, The^ L 73. 

UiiiUm of EndeaTonr agwut Penutent HI Woriaat, Of tta^ L |a 



VIZIER, The Kii% of Hiod and hi% ii. 105. 

Viner Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and h^L 31$. 

Viiier'i Dangfaten, The Two Kingi and dt^ UL 145. 

Yi^tn, StoiT of King Dadbin ana DM. ^ 104. 

Visen, The Ten, L 61. 

Vorage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, IIL n^. 

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iiL 103. 

WASTEFUL Sod. The Rich Han and U^ L 15a. 

Weaver who became a niTiidan hf U* Vnf^i C d mm i Im mi *, The 

iLsi. 
Wife, Tbe King and hli Chamberlain^ H. $3- 
Wife, The Old Woman and the Dit|)«i% iL 5$. 
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vnn^ Firou and Ut, L aog. 

Wii^ The FUler ud hii^ I afii. 

Wiie ud the Lemmed Mmh, Khelbei tnd hit, L jot. 

Wom«n accnied of LewdncH, The Pioot, iL 5. 

Woman of the BaimecMe^ Haronn «i Reihid and th^ L gf. 

Woman, The Thkf and thc^ i. 378. 

Woman (The Old) and the Draper'a Wife, H. 55. 

Woman (The Old], the Uoduut and the King, L 16$. 

Womci^a Cnfi, fl. 387. 

YOUNG Hea, EI H^M •nd <>» ^Ix*^ L 5» 
ZUBEIDEH, n HiinfM aid, 1 199 
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